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1 INTRODUCTION

The thesis aims to gather and present information on how the
Czech pilots who fought in the RAF during the World War Il. perceived
England. The topic was selected due to my long-term interest in the
history of the Czech men fighting for their country in the British Royal Air
Force and my conviction of the necessity to continue studying and
commemorating their experience and courage. In researching the topic |
intended to discover the opinions and viewpoints of the pilots regarding
Englishmen and England in every aspect possible as well as to portray
the military and political background which influenced the position of the
Czech pilots during the World War II.

The first part of the thesis is devoted to explaining the pilots’
motivation to fight and also their reasons to leave the Protectorate. The
work commences with the description of the historical background and
continues with a delineation of the attitudes of the European countries
towards the Czech pilots. It also pursues the political motives which
influenced the countries and by which they made their decisions
regarding the pilots. Firstly, | provide the description of the countries such
as Poland, France and the UK from the Czech pilots' point of view.
Secondly, the approach is reversed and the attitude of the governments
towards the pilots is also explained.

The second part discusses the RAF and concerns the
organization of the Czechoslovak Air Army in Britain.

The third part of the thesis is devoted to the exploration of the
source texts (biographies of the Czech pilots and other texts which they
authored or which were based on their memoires) with the aim of
revealing what the pilots really thought about England. Among the

publications  studied and analyzed was, for example,
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'‘Letec Alois Vasatko' by Adolf Vrana, 'Challenge in the Air by M.A.
Liskutin, 'Velitel Stihaciho Letectva' by Zbynék M. Duda, 'Jak se plaSi
smrt' by Antonin LiSka or 'Nebesti Jezdci' by Filip Jansky. | also focus on
describing the milieu in which the pilots lived as well as elements which
influenced the pilots' opinions.

The quoted parts are in the majority of cases translated from the
Czech language. The non-translated quotations are marked by *. The

originals of the Czech texts can be found in Appendix 1.



2 HISTORIO - POLITICAL PART
2.1 Historical Background

At the end of the Great War Germany was dissatisfied and humiliated
by the Treaty of Versailles. In the year 1933 Adolf Hitler seized control of
Germany and started to prepare the country for World War II, during
which Germany signed various treaties forbidding them to attack co-
signatory countries. However they did not observe the terms of these
agreements. Europe did not want any conflict during the time when the
Munich Agreement(29.9.1938) was to be signed. As a result France and
Great Britain betrayed the republic of Czechoslovakia by refusing to go to
war. To their surprise The Second World War began on the first of
September 1939. [1]

2.2 Czech Pilots: WE DO NOT WANT TO CAPITULATE
On the 15th of March 1939 Czechoslovakia was forced to a
complete surrender - the Nazi occupation had started. The Government
did not take any steps against the occupation nor did they attempt to
resist. They gave up without any fight, any bloodshed.[2]
The behaviour of the occupiers was described by Z.M. Duda as
follows:
'The first steps of the occupiers led to garrison
commands, to airports, to military depots, to barracks, to
air factories and to workshops.'[3]
The army had to hand over everything they possessed, including aircraft
or air bases. The pilots had no chance to change the score, but they were
far from the total submission.
As Zbynék M. Duda pointed out, on the other hand, there were some
air commanders who impelled their subordinates to join Luftwaffe and
Lufthansa.

"The German army was highly concerned with



recruiting Czech pilots, being rightfully aware of their

abilities and considering them as the most competent

ones. The way they lured them was functioning and many

times it resulted in the shame of Czechs.'[4]

Those who were sufficiently proud and brave to refuse the proposal
of Germans, but who could not stand the state of idleness, stood between
two alternatives: to stay home and become involved in an illegal fighting
against Germany or to leave. However, in this time nobody could be
absolutely sure about the commencing of the war. Everything indicated
the war was near and future was entirely unstable.[5]

In spite of uncertainty, many of the pilots started to think about
leaving. They collected information about how to cross the borders, they
prepared themselves for the journey, searching for allies who could help
them to get out of the tie-handed Protectorate Bohemia and Moravia.
They were members of the army, ones who promised to protect their

country - Czech pilots, who were trained to fight. And fight they would![6]

2.3 Crossing the Borders
lllegal departures of the Czech pilots were described by
Zdenék Smoldas as follows:

'Immediately after the 15th of March there was not
even one train on the railway track from Prague to
Moravska Ostrava which would left its station without
Czech pilots as passengers. They tried to look as casual
and calm as possible. Nowadays we are not able to find
out (not even from historical sources) who was the first to
leave the protectorate.'[7]

The pilots fled to Poland either as individuals or in groups. Mostly
they went on foot. Some of them were also thinking about leaving by
planes but this option was almost impossible. Planes, as well as airports,
were seized by Germans who emptied aircraft tanks and guarded

airfields. Z. Smoldas portrayed the crossing itself in a following way:



"They were crossing the borders by many means. In
the vast majority of cases they went on foot, they had
guides to show them the way which mostly led from Hamry
- Bily KFiZ to Dolni Lomna or from Frydek to Ligotkak.'[8]

The guides who participated were members of the organization 'Defence
of the nation' (Obrana Naroda) and people who were willing to help. Pilots
did not have the knowledge of people who guided them, therefore there
was a lot of cases of misleading or informing on pilots. The crossing of
borders is described minutely in the memoirs of the Czech pilots.
FrantiSek Fajtl put down to his diary a following note:

'‘Early in the morning of the 11th of June we set out to
Roznov and then to Hutiska-Solanec. We looked like
backpackers. Following instructions of lieutenant Zbofil, we
searched for the director of school in Zakopci, Cyril Mach.
After a short talk we went back to the Baro$'s Pub from
where we left in 11 o'clock to the mountains. We went by
his car "Praga"... We climbed a steep bank and became
exiles. In a couple of minutes we met Polish customs
officers. They stopped us and without any violence
gestured to us to follow them.'[9]

Josef Duda mentioned the leaving in his diary as well:

'Woke up at 4 o'clock. The morning is very cold but
shiny. The train is leaving at 5:03 from the Vitkovice station.
Arrival through the bridge to Mistek where we should meet
the woman who is to prepare the way for us. The meeting
place was set 500m up stream away from the bridge, next
to the footbridge. As a tell-tale sign | received a blue
hankie... The road leads through Mistek and Dobra to
Pazderna where is set a frontier house. Chiefly, we are
passing through villages - on the road to the end of a forest
and then between fields.'[10]

Adolf Vrana, the author of the book 'Letec Alois Vasatko',
also touched the leaving of the Czech pilots:

'The following day we are leaving as tourists to
Radhost. We are staying for the night there and the next
day we are in KuncCi¢ky. As Pavel instructed, we should
leave by the cargo train to the Poland from there. However,



something went wrong and our leaving should be
postponed again. For the sake of this, we are going back
to Moravska Ostrava to the eatery which is well known to
us. It was decided there, that we should cross through Bily
Kfiz tomorrow. Our landlord will lead us.[11]

24 Poland
2.4.1 Czech Pilots' Point of View

Those who went through the difficult path and came to Poland,
were not treated the way they hoped they would be. There were
significant discords between Czechoslovakian emigrants. The
Czechoslovakian army in Poland was, for a long time, not established.
Emigrés were situated in unsuitable quarters and nobody seemed to care
about them. It looked like Poland was not interested in help to
Czechoslovakian army forces. For more the Polish government stayed in
the state of ignorance for too long. Members of Czechoslovakian
bourgeois emigration started to negotiate the transporting of pilots to
France and Great Britain.[12]

Z.Smoldas observed:

'‘As a result of extended and prolonged negotiations,

French government offered to accept roughly 4.000 of

Czechoslovakian soldiers to join the notoriously known

Foreign Legion.'[13]

According to the treaties, the soldiers were supposed to sign to
the Legion for 5 service years, but they were promised to be waived this
obligation in case of the outbreak of the war. It was believed that if the
war really broke out, the Western countries like France and Great Britain
would carry the burden of the substantial combats. The author of the book
'Ceskoslovensti letci v boji proti fagismu' also states:

'For this reason was decided to shift the
Czechoslovakian military units to the West. In Poland
should stay just a symbolic troop.'[14]
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Even though France was not as much popular between pilots due
to the Munich Agreement, which was still very fresh in their memory, they

decided to leave Poland and fight in France.

2.4.2 Polish Government's Point of View

As stated before, the Polish government was not much concerned
about Czech pilots, especially before the War broke out. Nobody
understood why Poland did not want to accept new reinforcements. It was
particularly not clear why Poland did not want to cooperate with their
neighbours, there could have been originated relatively tight relationships.
However, there could be found significant reasons why Polish
government attempted to stay out of the Czech pilots’ refugees problem.
Firstly, the Czech lands became Protectorate Bohemia and Moravia in
March 1939. This change meant considerable reversal regarding
citizenship. Czech people were no more "free" nationals of
Czechoslovakia, but they belonged to Hitler's Reich. The Third Reich was
entitled to claim that any citizen of the Protectorate who escaped to
foreign soil was immediately repatriated. Thus, every single country which
was entered by Czech pilots, had to be vigilant for permitting them to stay.
[13]

On this issues Allan Brown stated:

"To the credit of Polish authorities, however, they
rejected the option of sending the men back, but equally,
they had no intention of provoking Germany by openly
integrating them into their forces.'[16]*
Secondly, the Polish government was bussy negotiating their own
pilots' transfers’ to Great Britain and to France, thus needing to resolve

their own matters first.



2.5 France
2.5.1 Czech Pilots' Point of View

France welcomed the Czech pilots by presenting to them Foreign
Legion entrance treaties for signature. Despite the fact that none of the
pilots was remotely interested in serving in the French Foreign Legion,
they were coerced to sign them. The French government, together with
the Czechoslovakian military authorities in France made a threat of or
even handing over the pilots to German hands. The pilots were disgusted
by this treatment. They wanted to help France in combat, as they were
prepared to lay their lives protecting that country. However, there was
only one chance - to sign the treaty hoping that the war would erupt soon.
[17]

To serve in Foreign Legion was far from pleasant or easy. The
Czech pilots were forced to effectuate the worst work which had to be
done, and bullying or humiliations were not uncommon.[18]

Some of them were assigned to serve under the command of
Germans, who made use of the situation to take vengeance for escaping
the Protectorate on them. Fortunately for them, World War Il. started soon
and there emerged hope for them to escape from these terrible
conditions. Owing to the treatment by the French many of them had to face
a state of weakened health.[19]

According to the oral promises given by the French authorities, the
pilots had to be released from their commitment and they were allowed
to join the French army on the battle field. However, the French were not
wiliing to do so and the inclusion of Czech force to the French army took
a significant amount of time. There occurred also problems with ranks.
The Czech pilots blamed the French for maladministration of their army,
many of the pilots did not receive their original Czechoslovakian ranks as

late as they landed on British soil.[20]



It was firmly requested by the Czechoslovakian military authorities
that the Czechoslovakian air forces would form their own wings,
squadrons and flights. Despite the numerous requests and French
approvals, very little was done, the pilots fought separately under 27
various squadrons.[21]

The Czech pilots were not impressed by the overall attitude
concerning the war reguralry shown by the French. The pilots did not
regard the French because they tried to avoid the war conflict. They also
did not appreciated attitudes of French with whose they came into
contact, they saw their loose morals, elusion from fighting and persistent
sabotages of missions which were in the pilots' eyes unpardonnable, it
cost their lives. [22]

The Czech pilots flew obsolete aircraft which were inefficient and
could not compete with German modern planes. It seemed that French
army did not desire to employ the Czech pilots in fights as much. Many of
them had flown insufficient amount of operational hours both during their
training as well as during the fights.[23]

Despite the unfavourable circumstances and the relatively
unimportant number of Czechs in France, the pilots contributed to a
considerable extent to the French defensive operations. [24]

After the capitulation of France(17.6.1940), most of the Czech
pilots decided to leave from France to fight in Britain. The pilots expected
the French to have helped them in some way in escaping to the lIsles,
however, many times they encountered neglect from the French part,
sometimes they even discouraged them and tried to make their break
impossible. Ultimately, the pilots were evacuated to the Great Britain
either by planes or by ships.[25]

Zden&k Smoldas in his work 'Ceskoslovensti letci v boji proti

fasismu' described the evacuation of the pilots after the French
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capitulation as follows:

'‘After the French capitulation, the evacuation of the
Czechoslovakian pilots, even though there occurred some
difficulties and errors for the sake of complicated
circumstances and total disorganisation, was executed
without any significant losses and all ships, sooner or later,
sailed away in the direction of England's harbours.' [26]

2.5.2 French Government's Point of View

At the end of the Great War, France was searching for allies, for it
was still afraid of German military power despite the fact that Germany
was vanquished. Great Britain refused to conclude any alliance with
France. For this particular reason, it made agreements with Poland,
Czechoslovakia and other Eastern European countries. However, at the
time when the Second World War was about to begin, France was hoist
by her own petard. Polish troops, as well as Czech ones, came to France
claiming demanding that it should fulfil old covenants; nevertheless,
France was reluctant to do so. [27]

There was no evidence of enthusiasm on the French part,
considering Polish and Czechoslovakian troops. Through the eyes of
French, for the sake of Poland, the war against Germany had to be
declared. As for the Czechoslovakian army, it was seen as an useless
burden, and the Czechoslovakian troops were treated accordingly.[28]

A. Brown, the author of the book 'Airmen in Exile, the Allied
Forces in the Second World War remarked:

'The French had been similarly aloof with the
Czechoslovaks, with whom the signed alliances in 1924
and 1925, and by 1939, largely through ignorance and lack
of commitment, the French had formed opinions of the
Polish and Czechoslovak military which were wholly
negative, which accounts for the bleak treatment the air
crews received when they decamped to French soil.[29]*
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2.6 The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern

Ireland
2.6.1 Czech Pilots' Point of View
To avoid blaming France and French senior officials for every
inconvenience which the Czech pilots had to go through it should be
pointed out that significant problems which the Czech troops faced in
France were caused by the Czechoslovakian leadership. The pilots were
subordinated to reckless officers who tried to gain for themselves as
highest ranks as possible, however they did not care for their troops that
much. A huge gap was created between those who fought and laid their
lives for liberty and those who administrated the foreign Czechoslovakian
bourgeois, political and military movement. [30]

By French capitulation, the pilots hoped that difficulties of this kind
would have been left on the Continent. However, the reverse was true.
As the Czech troops landed on British soil and started to regather
themselves, the same problem arose. Hated and disrespected officers
were reappointed, even though their misconduct was already well known.
The Czech pilots protested against such developments and they lodged
a large number of complaints .Some of these complaints were even
addressed to the President in exile, Eduard BeneS. The Czechoslovakian
interim government in exile was well aware of the need for solving the
crisis. They knew that these protests could be followed by a total rebellion
and disobedience; thus, they expressed their apparent goodwill by
making some merely cosmetic changes. [31]

The Czechoslovakian government in exile required independence
for the Czechoslovakian air force units in Britain. For the political
propaganda's sake, they demanded allied status and overall control over
the Czechoslovakian troops. As far as the pilots were concerned, they

expressed any sympathy to the Government's effort. They saw any
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benefit in being separated from RAF and they were highly acquainted
with the Czechoslovakian leadership. Therefore, when, according to the
Convention of 25. October 1940, was the Czechoslovakian air force
integared into RAF, the Czech pilots were highly contented - the
operational command was ceded to RAF officers.[32]

On this matter commented Z. Smoldas in a following way:

'The  disputes between the  Czechoslovakian
representatives of the bourgeois, political and military
movement were not coincidental, but deep-rooted. They
characterised the Western Czechoslovakian bourgeois
foreign emigration already in Poland and later in France. In
several variations and intensity they survived, until the end
of the war, even in Great Britain.' [33]

2.6.2 British Government's & RAF's Point of View
After the French capitulation, every military force which wanted to
continue the battle against the Reich, landed on the British soil. It was not
just the Czechoslovakian troops alone, but significant numbers of Polish
pilots and soldiers as well, in addition to Free French and others. As was
known, Britain was suspicious against foreigners in general.[34]
Regarding the French, their suspicion did not reach any special
extent, thanks to their relative knowledge of the behaviour of the nation.
However, regarding 'the Slavs', the British were not privy to their
nationalities nor intents. From a certain point of view, Polish troops had
more advantage against their Czech counterparts due to the agreement
concluded between Polish and British governments considering Polish
troops and their sojourn in British Isles. There was no such contract made
with Czechs, thus whether there should have come the point of decision
which troops would Britain be able to sustain and which are over her
limits, it would have been decided in favour of Polish troops.[35]
The Czechoslovaks belonged officially to the Reich and, in the

eyes of British, as citizens of German Empire, they were being suspected
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of espionage. The British overall attitude towards the Czechs was the
same as that of their attitude towards enemy aliens. Not even the
numbers played in Czech's favour. The British official statistics said that
2/3 of Czechoslovaks stayed voluntarily in occupied France(according to
the Historical overview of the Czechoslovak Air force, the number of
Czechoslovak pilots who stayed voluntarily in France is substantially
lower - 30 men, whereas until the 15. August 1940 there were 906
Czechoslovaks gathered in Britan[36] ), which was frown up on by British
officials. The French put in theirs two penn'orth by implying that the
Czechoslovakian pilots and troops are not of much use and by expressing
their low opinion on them.[37]

The British took a complicated stand. Preferably, they would have
had turned the Czechs backtrack, however, there was no place for such a
decision, so that they adopted a cautions policy towards them. Originally,
Britain did not want to apply any allied forces to her military plan, but the
sheer desperation drew it to do so. It needed every men for Battle of
Britain.[38]

The United Kingdom cannot be blamed for opinion that the
Czechoslovakian troops were military untried lot. According to the
operational and training hours executed in France, this could have been
true. They were not much aware of how meticulous the training of pilots in
Czechoslovakia was. There emerged also other matters which needed to
be solved before the Czechoslovakians would have seen the action in
Britain. The vast majority of the pilots did not speak English. They had to
master at least the basic terminology to be able to give and receive
orders. There was also need to retrain the pilots to British aircraft. Britons
decided to provide Czechs with English teachers and staff who helped
them to get familiar with the language as well as with the new aircraft or

RAF structure. Every Czech pilot was obliged to undergo fixed training
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before his active service.[39] [40]

The British government( mostly the Air Ministry) and RAF had to
face many complaints and requirements which originated from the
Czechoslovakian Interim Government in Exile. Many times during the
whole war, the BeneS's government claimed for their air forces to have
fully independent status. This requirement was deeply political. If it was
successful, it would have helped the propaganda to recruit more airmen,
also it would have raised the prestige of the Czechoslovakian troops and
it would have shifted the position of Czechs from voluntary reserves to
allied forces. However, the British government had never allowed the
Czechs to form the air force outside of RAF. Partly, this decision was
reasonable, since it was evident that the number of the Czechs in Britain
was insufficient to form the fully independent status air force, they would
have soon faced many significant problems. Some demands were
pertinent and proceeded from the pilots themselves. For example, they
were not contented with the extremely high officers-to-men ratio which
contributed to overall dissatisfaction and lowered the moral. Nevertheless,
some requirements of the Czechoslovakian government seemed to be
inadequate, bordering on senselessness and were obviously directed to
the political well-being of the government, not to the amelioration of the
life of the Czech pilots.[41]

For the sake of the relationship between the Czechoslovakian
officials and the Air Ministry, the Czechs gained the reputation of 'the
shouts of discontent' in the British government's eyes. However, from the
other side, the Government was well aware of the contribution of the
Czechoslovakian pilots to the common effort and knew that the 4
Czechoslovakian squadrons conducted well.[42]

Nevertheless, it is very interesting to go through some parts of the

document which was generated by someone in DAFL(the author is
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probably S/Ldr Hugh Selingman, the document was not signed) and
which has never been shown to the Czechoslovaks themselves :

'We have always recognised the Czechoslovak Air
Force as a political necessity; at the same time we cannot
but regard it as a military luxury. ... Although national
feeling runs high in Czechoslovak subjects, it is curious
that the Czechs think more highly of RAF decorations than
their own. It is also noted that quite a number of Czech
personnel do not wear the arm badge 'Czechoslovakia'
because they like to be mistaken for RAF personnel. ...
The Czechoslovaks suffer from a very exaggerated
inferiority complex, which is especially in evidence when
dealing with big neighbours, in particular with the Poles,
and they are always striving to go one better than their
neighbour. We have, however, found that is has been a
principle with them to ask for more than they think they will
get and they often undertake what it is not in their power to
accomplish.'[43]

It must be emphasized that it happened to be true that some of the
pilots did not wear the arm badge Czechoslovakia. However, it is crucial
to explain why did the pilots chose to do not wear it. Mostly, this was the
case of the 311 Czechoslovak squadron, later of the pilots of the
Czechoslovak wing. The problem was following: the Czechoslovaks, as
members of the Reich, were not treated according to the Geneva
Convention if captured. There was a thread that they would be tried for
high treason and that their families in the Protectorate would be killed or
sent to concentration camp. So that some of the pilots chose rather not to
wear it for their own safety and for the safety of their families.
Nevertheless, there were also pilots who even under these tense

circumstances continued to wear it.[44]
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CZECH AIR FORCES IN RAF
3.1 Military Training

According to the treaty of 25. October 1940, Czechoslovakian
troops belonged to the Royal Air Force Voluntary Reserves(RAFVR).
Every man, regardless of his military specialisation (fighter pilots, as well
as ground staff, etc.), had to undergo a military training. For this purpose
there was established the Czechoslovak Depot, which was later replaced
by English Operational Training Units(OTU). The training was executed
on the basis of the Imperial Flying Training Scheme.
The only exception was the Czechoslovakian bomber crews, who were
trained separately by Czech Operational Training Flight. They had to go
through two stages of training - Initial Training Section as well as
Advanced Training Section. The Czech Operational Training Flight was
part of OTU, later the separate Czech OTF was cancelled and Czech
bomber crews underwent their training alongside with English bomber
pilots. During the first years of the war, the English Operational Training
Units were based on the British Isles; however, in the course of time,
many of them were transferred to Canada or other destinations, so that
pilots were trained overseas and after a successful completion of the
training were shifted back to Britain.[45]

Z. Smoldas commented on this issue as follows:

'New bomber aircraft crews left from the Operational
Training Units to the operation process completely
trained... Every single man was trained to be able to
complete his first operational flight perfectly prepared.'[46]

3.2 Czechoslovak Squadrons

3.2.1 Fighter Squadrons & Fighter Wing
3.2.1.1 No. 310 Fighter Squadron

Code Letters: NN
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Motto: We fight to Rebuild
Formed: 12. July 1940
Fully Operational: 17. August 1940

The 310 Fighter Squadron was the first Czechoslovak squadron
formed on British soil. The squadron was formed purely from
Czechoslovak personnel - pilots as well as ground crew were
Czechoslovaks. The treaty of 25.0ctober 1940 requested that there
should have been doubled positions of squadron leaders, until the Czech
pilots were fully capable of leading their way through RAF military system.
Every Czech squadron leader had his English equivalent who was in
charge of the total leadership. The squadron was formed just in time to
interfere to the Battle of Britain and as the number of victories
approved(by the end of October 1940 - 40,5 enemy aircraft destroyed),
the pilots were valuable reinforcement for British army. As the vast
majority of 310 squadron pilots went through the Battle of France, their
training was primarily based on retraining to be capable to operate British
aircraft.[47] [48]

3.2.1.2 No. 312 Fighter Squadron
Code Letters: DU
Motto: Not Many But Much
Formed: 5. September 1940
Fully Operational: 2. October 1940

The squadron No. 312 was the third Czechoslovak squadron
formed in the United Kingdom. Due to the abundance of staff, the
squadron was completed by British members. This squadron had also the
privilege to reinforce British lines during the Battle of Britain. The first
pilots' duty was to defend Liverpool, where they proved their capabilities

by protecting the city against German bombing. In course of time, their
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tasks varied and according to their duties,as well as other Czech
squadrons, they were replaced to diverse bases throughout the country.
[49] [50]

3.2.1.3 No. 313 Fighter Squadron
Code Letters: RY
Motto: One Hawk Chases Away many Crows
Formed: 10. May 1941
Fully Operational: 10 June 1941

The 313 squadron was the last - the 4. Czechoslovak squadron
formed in Britain. The lack of Czech personnel was to the extent of the
incapability of forming this squadron without British ground staff. This
squadron was created on the basis of gathering the Czech pilots who until
then fought either with English squadrons or with squadrons of other
allies. The duty of 'the number 313" was to protect convoys of English

warships. The pilots also served as close escorts for bombers.[51]

3.2.1.4 Czech Fighter Wing

Fighter Wings were relatively new type of British military tactics
which proved to be useful. In practice, they enabled fighters to attack with
higher efficiency. The Czech Fighter Wing was formed in May 1942 from
the 310, 312 and 313 Czech fighter squadrons at the instigation of W/Cdr
Alois Vasatko. It constituted the moving to the new base, where all Czech
squadrons would be together. It also meant that the whole wing must be
equipped with the same type of fighters(the aircraft which the pilots fought
until then varied by squadrons). The first and main duty of the new formed
wing was to keep watch the Canal - German bombers could not be
discovered by British radars, due to their low flight elevation. The wing's

further duties were for example to give, close escorts for bombers or to
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effectuate aerial reconnaissance on French coast.
During their operations, the Czechoslovak squadrons' pilots executed 46
899 operational hours. They shot down positively: 82 enemy aircraft and
4 aerial bombs, probably: 37 enemy aircraft and 64 enemy aircraft were
damaged. 84 pilots were lost, from which 12 were captured and 72 died.
[52]

3.2.2 Bomber Squadron
3.2.2.1 No. 311 Bomber Squadron
Code Letters: KX & PP(later)
Motto: Never Regard Their Numbers
Formed: 2. August 1940
Fully Operational: 10. September 1940

The squadron No. 311 was the second Czechoslovakian squadron
formed on the British Isles. For the sake of the aircraft, the bomber pilots
went through harder beginnings than the fighter pilots did. Whether the
pilot was not able to communicate in English(it took some time for them to
master the new language), flying the complicated Wellington Mk. was full
of hardships. Every Wellington had its crew which consisted from 6
members (first pilot(captain), second pilot(bombardier), navigator, radio-
telegraph operator, front and back air gunners). The crew members
scarcely changed - it was needed to have well-coordinated crews which
would be capable of unanimous thinking. This could be attained just by
joint war efforts. The 311 squadron operated mainly at night. Their duty
was to attack objectives in Germany as well as in occupied Europe. As
examples of their destinations could be named: Brest, Cologne, Bremen,
Hamburg, Berlin, Hanover, etc. The looses of personnel reached, in a
comparison to other Czech squadrons, unexpectedly high number. Due to

the operations on the enemy's territory, more than 40% of No. 311
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Bomber Squadron members never returned from their missions. [53][54]

3.2.3 British Squadrons

It should be mentioned, that some Czech pilots chose to fight or
were detailed to fight in British squadrons. They were in charge of various
duties. Some of them belonged to night fighters(as for example the most
successful Czech pilot in Britain, F/Lt Karel Kuttlewasher, DFC & Bar -
No. 1 Night Fighter Squadron), some to squadrons which were operated
in daylight. The pilots were found to be members of more than 20 British
Fighter Squadrons. Nor the bomber squadrons were without
Czechoslovak pilots. There were also Czechoslovak pilots who belonged
to non-fighting squadrons which performed special duties or transport
duties. Some pilots worked as instructors in OTUs. Of the capacity of the
Czechoslovakian pilots was RAF well aware, so some of them were
British Flight commanders, and 3 of the Czech pilots had even the
privilege to become British Squadron Commanders (S/Ldr FrantiSek Fajtl
- No. 122 Fighter Squadron, S/Ldr Otto Smik, DFC - No. 127 Fighter
Squadron, S/Ldr Jifi Manak - No. 198 Fighter Squadron). The Czech
pilots fighting in British squadrons shot down overall number of 106 2/4 of
enemy aircraft, including 2 aerial bombs. They probably destroyed 19 2/6
of enemy aircraft and they damaged 55 4/6 of German planes. [55]

As Zden&k Smoldas in his work remarked:

'‘Basically, in the course of the Second World War,

there was not a Czech pilot-less battlefield.' [56]

4 ENGLAND: EVERY CLOUD HAS A SILVER LINING
41 Background

When the Czech pilots left the Protectorate, nobody believed that
they would end up in Britain. It was not their target country. Their genuine

aim was to get to Poland, where they wanted to stay and fight. The pilots
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experienced almost no cultural or language shock whatsoever. The Polish
language was relatively understandable for any Czech speaker and
considering the culture, Poland was a neighbour country. What was more,
the country was Slavic and the manners of Poles were comprehensible
for the Czechs as well. However, the Polish negligence made them to
move to the West.

The ships carrying the Czechoslovakian pilots were heading for the
French coast. They experienced cultural and language problems for the
first time. It must be noted that the Czechoslovakian pupils or students
learned French and German language at their schools. According to the
school report from 15. August 1925 of the Czechoslovak pilots, G/Cpt
Josef Duda, CBE(see Appendix 11.4); it is clearly evident that Russian
language, Polish language and Hungarian language were also available
for learning. However, it remains veiled whether the Czechoslovak
students went through some additional cultural studies or whether they
were solely able to use the given language. Most likely, the language
education was aimed just to enable them to communicate, not to
understand the culture. Although the pilots learned French, their
knowledge was limited and they still had to do much work to improve
themselves. During the sojourn in France, they did their best by
explaining in French language that they are not German pilots nor spies
when they were shot down. More than once the civilian population did not
believe that they fought for France for the sake of their imperfect usage of
the language.

It must be also noted that in the period before the Munich
Agreement was signed, there existed something like "looking up at
France" in the Czechoslovakian circles. France was called "Douce France
= Sweet France" and was admired, besides other things, for its military

achievements and bravery of its army. Before the Czech pilots found
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themselves on French soil, they believed in the sweetness of France,
though their overall experience there turned to be rather sour.[57]

One of the Czech pilots, M. LiSkutin observed:

'My sweet France did not look like a wealthy country.

Everything appeared obsolete, greyish and disordered to

me. Everything | have learned about France was kind of

incorrect. And the French army which surrounded me did

not appear as an army strong enough to set at defiance to

Hitler ... and to conquer him!'[58]

After the French capitulation, the pilots had to act swiftly. They were
heading to Britain, the only country which was still in a state of war with
Germany. Regardless to their inability to speak English, they continued
their journey and hoped that the United Kingdom would continue the
effort to defeat Hitler and would receive them as allied forces. As they
were leaving France, they had no certitude nor information regarding
further steps which Britain intended to do. It was unclear whether the Isles
would be able to sustain foreign troops or whether the English would be
willing to sustain them. What they could expect from UK was a mystery
for them. The only certainty was that the Czechoslovakia was deceived
by Chamberlain in Munich. Finally, on the British soil the pilots were given
the opportunity to fight the hated enemy. However, they did not solely
fight there, they lived there as well. They had to face, sometimes even
fight against the new language, they had to familiarize themselves with
considerably different life style and customs.

Every single Czechoslovak pilot had a good chance to form his
opinion to the British military leadership, the organisation of the RAF and
to the Englishmen in the role of soldiers. The way they saw the United
Kingdom was untouched by any former Czechoslovakian education. The
pilots were not taught the English language, and their knowledges of
Britain were limited . [59]

According to testimonies of the Czech pilots, who spent almost 5
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years of their life on the British Isles, a tapestry of 'how the pilots

saw Britain' could be formed. Even though their description of the country
and its people is restricted in their narration (the vast majority of the
books deal with the delineation of combats they went through),
occasionally, there could be found opinions on the English language, the
British cuisine, the Englishmen, the British weather and, naturally, not to

mention British women.

4.2 Life In RAF

Before the detailed examining of the Czech pilots' points of view to
Britain, it is crucial to point out some facts about their life and the milieu in
which they lived. All these things certainly influenced them in forming their
opinions. It also reveals to what extend the pilots had the opportunity to

form their own opinions about the entire country and its inhabitants.

421 Age

The majority of the Czechoslovak pilots who fought in Britain were
relatively young. Their age ranged between 20-30 years. There were also
older pilots, but as a matter of fact they did not execute the operational
activities any more (occasionally they did, but it was very rare). They
served as instructors in OTUs or they worked for other related squadrons.
It was said that the best pilot is teenager, because he does not realise his
mortality. This 'principle’ was widely adhered to in British squadrons - the
pilots were around 19 and their leaders were not older than 25. However,
the Czech squadrons were not able to keep up with it, due to the
personnel problem. There was lack of pilots so that the age was not that

important for the recruiters. [60]

4.2.2 Airbases & Staff Rules

The war-time pilots spent the majority of their time on the
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air-bases. The only opportunity for them to see more than just their base
was on holidays or on off days .They had the free time as well, but it was
very limited. It also varied according to the number of pilots in squadron
(in the case of significant loses the pilots had to hold the readiness even
though they would under normal circumstances have had the day off) and
according to the pilots' appurtenance. The fighters had different schedule
than the bomber squadrons had. According to the study which British
psychologist conducted on the soldiers from the Great War, the RAF
came up with 200 operational hours runs (this also depended on pilots'
appurtenance - the 200 hours runs were calculated for fighter pilots(but
not for night-fighters), the bomber pilots belonging to the Bomber
Command had to accomplish 30 flights over the Reich, for those who
were under the Coastal Command, the number of operational hours
varied according to the aircraft they flew). Every fighter pilot who
completed his 200 hours of sweeps (air strikes performed over the
enemy's lands) or every bomber pilot who accomplished his 30 flights
was entitled for 6 months of non-operational service. After that the pilot
had the opportunity to decide whether he wanted to rejoin his squadron
and complete the other run or whether he did not want to do it. In the
case when the pilot did not want to become operational again, he was
offered some other work - mainly he could become instructor in OTUs, he
could go to London and execute some administrative work or join some
non-operational squadron such as carriers.[61]

One of the fundamental part of air bases were members of
WAAF(Women Auxiliary Air Force) whose duty was(besides other things)
to track the enemy aircraft and to move their marks on the navigational
table. Britain was able to communicate with their aircraft and to lead them
through the system which was utterly unconventional these days -

radiotelephonic transmitter. The Kingdom had also very important net of
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radars which enabled the whole air-army to know where the enemy was

and where he was heading to.

4.2.3 Accommodation/Barracks

The RAF had many types of airbases. The pre-war airbases were
comfortable and clean. Among their facilities, there could be found the
swimming pool, courts for volleyball or other ball games. The barracks
were rather comfortable and they were part of the whole complex. [62]

F. Fajtl described one of the air bases - Honchurch as follows:

'Our airbase is equipped with courts of all types, with
bathrooms as well as showers. In our officers' mess even

in the non-com mess we have delicious drinks and a

pleasant service of beautifully uniformed flight

attendants.'[63]

However, not every RAF airbase was built before the war. There
were airbases which went up during the war and sometimes they were
not fully completed. This type of bases frequently did not have their own
barracks, so the pilots had to live in some kind of makeshift
accommodation which was formed from tofts or other civil objects. These
airbases were not preferred by the pilots, because there was a lack of
space. They had to live in crowded rooms which were highly

uncomfortable and they had no chance to rest before the fight.[64]

4.2.4 Free Time Facilities

Among the free time facilities should be indisputably named the
most frequented one - the pub. The pilots went there to celebrate that
they came home unharmed, that they got away alive from the mortal
combat. However, many times their incentives were far from celebration.
They paid the last respects to their fallen comrades by the round which

was drunk in memory of them. The pilots also 'scared away the Death' in
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the pub. They used to sing, dance, shout aloud in an attempt to
completely forget about their situation. As stated before, whether they
were lucky enough to serve in some better equipped airbase, they were
entitled to go swimming or to play some ball game. Sometimes, they
organised parties or other cultural activities. The Czechoslovak
squadrons were well-known for their 'Russian Evenings' parties. Basically,
the parties were about dancing, drinking, singing and enjoying life. Firstly,
the pilots sung English or international songs, then they began with the
Czech ones. They were constantly confirming the Czech saying 'Every
Czech is a musician'. They smiled a lot and were admired for their
cheerful natures. [65]

The vast majority of the pilots were politically engaged. They
sympathised with BeneS - they left their own country to fight for its
freedom and for the re-establishing of the T.G. Masaryk's democracy.
Some of the pilots did not agree with the Bene$'s policy and were
defeatists (this was not that frequent, commonly, those pilots were
regarded as traitors). The Czechoslovak army had its own newspaper
'Cechoslovak'. Every pilot had the opportunity to write an article for it;
however, the newspaper did not want to print politically engaged articles.
The pilots wrote about their successes and about their lives. In the
Cechoslovak there could be found articles about the homeland country,

photos from the Protectorate as well as contemplations about the war.[66]

4.2.5 Squadrons

As stated before, not every Czech pilot fought with the
Czechoslovak squadrons. Many of the pilots were parts of British or
'mixed' allied squadrons so they had the opportunity to get to know not
just the British leaders and pilots but the Canadian, Australian, Irish

people as well as members of other nationalities. However, those who
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belonged to the Czechoslovak squadrons had also the possibility to meet
other nationalities. Frequently, they shared the airbase with other
squadrons which were not necessarily the Czechoslovak ones. The
Czechoslovaks, whether fighting with the Czechoslovak squadrons or not,
were surrounded by Englishmen. As is known, for example the 313
Fighter Squadron had its ground crew completely formed from British
people. At the beginning, there were also doubled the leadership
functions (there were 2 squadron leaders - one Czech and one English).
Another important fact is that the Czechoslovak squadrons were moved
to the airbases according to the need of RAF. None of the squadrons had
its own airbase, they rotated. One of the reasons of their rotations was
relaxation. Those squadrons which were deployed in the fully occupied
sectors (mainly the airbases located on the British South coast) were after
some time replaced by squadrons which operated for example in

Scotland (Scotland was not facing such heavy load of attacks).

4.3 Czech RAF Pilots' Opinions
4.3.1 England Contra France

The first mentions about England and the first opinions about the
country expressed by the Czech pilots are the immediate impressions
which they had when they landed on British soil. The pilots frequently
used to compare between England and France. They were impressed
with the British order and organization. They also appreciated the
calmness of Englishman and their precision, which had a positive effect
on their morale. On the other side stood France - full of chaos and dirt, as
the pilots perceived it. According to the Czech pilots, the French
defeatism was spread amongst all their army. Soon the pilots found out
that fighting alongside the French would be exhausting and pointless.

Nevertheless, they hoped that France would persist in fighting.
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However, after the French demission, the pilots were disillusioned,
disappointed and full of scepticism. It was crucial for sustaining the high
morale in the Czechoslovak air army that the pilots saw the English
attitude which was completely opposite to the French one. Englishmen
were prepared to stay firm and to defend their country on whatever the
cost may be.

The first impressions of S. Fejfar were following:

'‘All this appears to be clean and healthy in
hear(England), as if you come from the household of a
lazy woman, who sometimes drinks even with her father, to
a the well-ordered one. This is my personal opinion.'[67]

M. LiSkutin expressed his first impressions in his 2 books
'Challenge in the Air' and 'Letecka sluzba' as follows:

'My memory and the main impression of this journey
from Falmouth to Royal Air Force Bridgnorth was that of
admiration. Everything was so well organised and people
seemed to be extremely helpful. It felt like some form of a
psychological re-birth.'[68]*

'In comparison to our leaving of Bordeaux, in here we
could see a beautiful scene of calmness and
organisational competence which is could be seen very
rarely.'[69]

4.3.2 Royal Air Force

Immediately, after the pilots came to England, they were asked
whether or not they want to join the RAF. It is obvious that all of them
thankfully received this proposal. This was the reason why they left the
Protectorate and France - they wanted to fight and RAF enabled them to
do so. As was said before, the Royal Air Force was the milieu where the
Czechoslovakian pilots lived. They were in contact with the personnel of
the airbases, with their higher-rank officers or with other pilots with whom

they served daily. The Czechoslovakian pilots started to observe
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the behaviour of the British army. The Czech pilots used to form their
opinions on the British attitudes towards the military service. The pilots
were surprised by the attitudes which the officers had towards the non-
commissioned officers). The direction was more liberal than the pilots
were used to from the Czechoslovakian army. Often the Czechoslovak
officers despised the treatment of the English ones.[70]

In the Czechoslovak report of June 1943 was stated:

"The relationships between the officers and the men
are corrupted. Some of the officers behave too familiarly
towards the men. It frequently causes lack of respect.'[71]
The pilots zoomed on how did English soldiers conducted towards
their superiors or towards the members of allied forces. In the book 'Letec
Alois Vasatko' is remarked:

"We are surprised that the English soldiers salute us in
a disciplined way even though we wear the
Czechoslovakian Air-Force uniforms. The impression of
non-opulence, simplicity and mainly of commonplaceness
surround us.'[72]

In A. LiSka's work are found proofs of the observation of English

soldiers as well:

'The Sergeant even expressed his favour by the
typical aside jerk of the head. It reminded him of the first
days after his coming to England. He regretted Englishmen
for a long time. He believed that they suffer from the nerves
malfunction caused by that blitzes. Only after some time he
found out that this aside jerk is not a nerve malfunction but it
is a way of more privileged salutation.'[73]

The Czech pilots also described the abilities of the British staff. It
must be mentioned that the opinions on the efficiency of the British staff
varied. Sometimes they were described as skilful and outstanding, but on
the other hand they were labelled as slow and lazy. The opinion of M.

LiSkutin was rather positive:
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'‘But all the ground staff personnel of my new
squadron were British. These chaps looked as an excellent
team and they impressed me in every way. Their reliability,
efficiency and their friendly spirit can be only described as
outstanding. The squadron had a genuinely friendly
environment at all levels, with a wonderful spirit of co-
operation.'[74]*

However, as L. Kudrna proved, not every description of
British staff was favourable:

'At the beginning, the Czechoslovak pilots from the

313 Squadron were not satisfied with the English ground

staff. Our pilots did not understand their 'slowness' and

phlegmatic nature.'[75]

It was also important for the Czechoslovak pilots to find out,
whether the RAF was able to acknowledge their qualities. They were
proud to accomplish the most difficult tasks. F. Fajtl mentionned this in his
book 'Sestrelen':

'‘As always, the lads from the 313 Squadron received
the hardest task. ... However, it was a great honour for the
Czechoslovaks; by this was expressed that they are
recognized as the best squadron.'[76]

The pilots were evaluating their aircraft, their armament as well as
the gear. The squadrons were operating various aircraft (this depended
on whether the squadron was fighter or bomber, on which type of
operations the squadron executed and on many other factors). The pilots'
points of view were coincident with the fairness of RAFs decisions
regarding the equipment. Even though they went through the situation
when they were fighting the German Focke-Wulfs 190 on the British
Spitfires V Mk whose features were unequal to the capacities of the
German aircraft, the Czechoslovak pilots knew that they have to wait for
the renovation and that they would get the new planes when their turn
came. They were aware that in the RAF did not exist any favouritism and

that the planes were assigned according to the workload of the
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squadrons. The pilots also expressed their satisfaction with the uniforms
and the complete gear they received. S. Fejfar put following note to his
diary:

"The uniforms of the RAF soldiers are perfectly sewn,
appear like if they were tailor-made, because everyone
looks like if he had just left the tailor. ... Every soldier has
nice shoes, no clodhoppers. The Air Force has light shoes,
which are similar to the civilian ones.'[77]

In the book 'Jak se plasi Smrt' was described the pilots
gear in a following way:

"... He pulled the white service sweater over his head.
It is warm, made from the genuine sheep's wool. ... Than
he is putting on the battledress and the high aircraft boots.
There is a lambskin inside and they are warm and
comfortable. The King spares no expense on his pilots,
they have the firs-rate gear.'[78]

4.3.3 English Language

As was stated before, the Czechoslovak pilots were without any
knowledge of the English language when they found themselves on the
British soil. They had some level of knowledge of the German language
as well as the French language. Their ability to speak French was
ameliorated, nevertheless, nobody was able to speak English. The
impossibility of communication could not last for long. The pilots wanted
to join the RAF, to go into action. The need of mastering the new
language was crucial even for the sake of managing their lives. They
needed the language tool in every aspect of their lives in Britain, besides
other things for establishing relationships with their new comrades or
simply for courting the British women. Every pilot dealt with this need in
his own way. Some of them started studying even before they reached
the UK. As an example could be named W/Cdr Alois Vasatko, DFC(called

by his comrades Amos) who did not wait for the RAF's teaching and who
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was teaching himself during the voyage.
'Amos surprised us again. He brought some English
grammars to the shiny deck and started studying. A cluster

of students was formed around him and immediately they

started working.'[79]

However, not everybody was as eager. The other Czechoslovak
pilots waited for the help of an expert. The RAF took into consideration
the language proficiency of the pilots as well. They prepared for them
learning programmes which were led by experienced lecturers. The most
important aim of each programme was to teach the pilots the technical
vocabulary and the specialized terminology from the aeronautic field and
to enable them to understand the basic commands. Due to the
radiotelephonic contact between the pilot and his base, it was utterly
crucial for every pilot to have mastered the language perfectly. The
English system of navigation of the aircraft was based on pilot to base
communication. A description of the teaching could be for example found
in 3 following pilots' experiences recorded in the books 'Letec Alois
Vasatko', 'Osudy palubniho stfelce' and 'Challenge in the Air"

'In a short period of time we familiarize the new
terminology. 'Perut’ is a squadron, 'letka’ is a flight A or a
flight B, 'hotovost' is a readiness. We also master a range
of other terms which later interfere into our Czech.'[80]

'Sitting around in classrooms, sometimes even on the
aerodrome had to accomplish an unquestioning aim: to
teach the pilots serving in the Royal Air Force to master
the English language. So that the lessons of grammar and
conversations were added, the basic military specialized
terminology were learned by heart.'[81]

'Instead of flying, | had to face hard work in the
classroom. Learning about the Royal Air Force, about
Britain and particularly, mastering the English language. |
am sure that learning the language was the most pressing
task and | have to admit that until then my knowledge of
English remained rather limited.'[82]*
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The pilots were well aware of the difficulty of learning English. For
this reason the language was described by many of them as tough and
rather complicated. It was nothing exceptional whether the pilot was
helped in learning by some additional teachers for example the British or
other English-speaking comrades of the pilots or beautiful women of
British origin. Sometimes it also occurred that the pilots utilized their
knowledge of other languages to learn English as is decsribed in the book
'V Uniformé RAF"

'l did not speak English well these days. The very
language was the biggest problem of all the
Czechoslovaks. ... My squadron leader found one Belgian
pilot who mastered English perfectly. He had to teach me
English during couple of hours a day.'[83]

The skill to speak French appeared to be the utmost helpful one.
A. Vasatko was one of those who exploited their ability to speak French:

'l often see him in a company of the education officer

whom he keeps busy with studying English considerably

more than anybody else does. His knowledge of German

and French is now helping him in studying English.'[84]

In spite of the fact that the Czechoslovak pilots were not permitted
to speak Czech during their operational flights, after they landed there
was no such prohibition. The Czech language was spoken widely and it
affected the British ground crew as well as the English milieu affected the
Czechoslovak pilots. The staff personnel started to understand and even
began to learn the Czech language. However, it remains veiled whether
they were mastering the standard Czech language or whether the pilots
taught them just some selected vocabulary. E. Mikulenka, one of the
Czech bomber pilots, remembered :

"The biggest problem was the English language, but
even that we mastered soon. One curiosity: as quickly as
we learned the English, our instructors learned the Czech.
And what type of language they mastered... is not worth



34

describing precisely. | remember one aircraft mechanic

who learned the Czech very quickly and his speech gave

the impression of the typical Prague accent.'[85]

Considering the Czech language, it was not surprising that one of
the biggest problems for Englishmen were the typical Czech vowels as for
example 'F' . There occurred words which were almost unpronounceable
for them. They experienced various difficulties in pronouncing some of the
names of the Czechoslovak pilots. However, in comparison to the efforts
which the Czech pilots had to make for master the English language, this
was just a little inconvenience. As F. Jansky describes in his book
'Nebesti Jezdci', the name of Reficha caused particular problems:

'When Pavel introduces himself to the caller, the
Englishmen are lost. The name of 'Reficha’ is terrible for
them.'[86]

4.3.4 Englishmen, Englishness & English Manners

Besides the milieu, there was a significant number of novelties
which the Czech pilots had to manage. As they were getting used to
England, they were observing the Englishmen and their manners. The
British character was step by step revealed and they started to acquaint
the differences between the Czech people and the inhabitants of the
Isles. According to the Czechoslovak pilots the Englishmen were calm,
disciplined, optimistic and they naively believed in pacifism. The pilots
also mention the aloofness of the British, they seemed to them
phlegmatic, indifferent and insensitive, however they admit that the
English nature was confusing to them and rather veiled than clear.

F. Fajtl observed:

'The Belgians, | served with 5 of them in my squadron,
showed their interest in flying more vividly than the calm
Britons.'[87]
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In the books 'Osudy palubniho strelce' and 'Sestfelen' is written:

‘Thanks to all those tiny but immensely welcomed
favours was clear that the heart of the '‘ice-cold'
Englishman could be warm and human as well.'[88]

'However, by the astonishing victory was reached
much more: the Britons started to perceive the life and the
fight from other point of view that just from the position of
their comfortable optimism and incredibly naive
pacifism.'[89]

Stanislav Fejfar expressed his opinion as follows:

'The mentality of an Englishman is hard to
understand. | would say that they are more hardened and
less approachable to any kind of feelings.'[90]

However, after all the British were described as helpful and
friendly. It took some time for the Czechoslovakian pilots to get on with
them. Nevertheless, many of these relationships then developed into
strong long lasting comradeships which endured during the war and
continued on even after its end. The book 'Letec Alois VaSatko' and M.
Liskutin in his 'Challenge in the Air' confirmed it:

'Even in here 'at home' they (the English) are
disciplined, helpful to others and cheerful in games.'[91]

'We also had a few British airmen serving as
telephone operators and drivers. These chaps were
always extremely helpful and friendly.[92]*

Certainly, it was not easy for Englishmen to understand those
‘always happy and cheerful' Czechs as well. The character of these two
nationalities was entirely diverse. The Czechoslovaks were not backward
in coming forward and they did not pull their punches. They did their best
to succeed and they wanted everybody to know about their
achievements. They were strongly competitive. When the Czechs were
amusing themselves, it was always in a noisy manner. They sung their

favourite songs, they took drinks and enjoyed their life. After some time
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the Englishmen started to understand the Czech type of entertainment.
They even started to admire it and they were frequent attendants of the
Czechoslovakian parties. [93]
One of the Czech pilots, F. Fajtl remarked:
"The mood started to be cheerful and soon the singing

could be heard. This occurs everywhere where the

Czechoslovaks are present.'[94]

Amongst the descriptions of the English temperament there could
be also found that the Czech pilots saw the English as relatively trustful
nation. Britons believed to what a person said and it seemed that they did
not take into account that the person could possibly be a liar. They treated
others according to the saying 'it takes one to know one' which revealed
and affirmed their discipline. F. Jansky in his work 'NebeS§ti jezdci' wrote:

'In England the people believe to what one says, this
is advantageous. However, you have to tell the truth all the
time, otherwise they do not talk to you.'[95]

On the list of English qualities could not be omitted the modesty. It
was said that Englishman always used to emphasize the attributes of the
other Englishman and tried to put himself down. F. Jansky commented on
this issue:

'He speaks in plural, but it was his merit. He is
modest and | like it, Englishmen give preference to action

over talking.'[96]

The Czechoslovakian pilots did not fail to provide the picture of
English conservatism which frequently verged on incomprehensible
behaviour. Britons had to sustain some unwritten societal norms even
though they were facing extreme conditions of war. The pilots did not
understand how was it possible for the British people to decently and
patiently endure some of the restrictions which were brought by the
wartime. The force of habit was a traditional leading factor among the

British circles. F. Fajtl and F. Jansky observed:
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'First lieutenant Baker is very intelligent man who is
one hundred per cent English. During his escape he
experienced hunger and many hardships, however, he has
never failed to shave daily, although it was just in a
stream.'[97]

"The English are an odd nation. They do not receive
enough food but they stay patiently in queues and say
nothing. The transport is broken up, there is a lack of
buses and trains but they stay patiently in queues and say
nothing.'[98]

After some time the Czech pilots were even able to predict the
English daily routine. They were familiar with the stereotypes of the
English and with the way they spent their time at home. As a proof can be
used an example of FrantiSek Fajtl:

'I played at Englishman: | took a bath, ordered
breakfast and then | was reading through several
illustrated magazines on the sofa.'[99]

One of the additional features of the British society described by
the Czechoslovak pilots was the social classes that existed in England.
The pilots were well aware that the society was divided into aristocratic
class, upper class, middle class and working class. They also knew that
to be accepted amongst the inaccessible social circles of Britons was
rather difficult task to accomplish. The Czech pilots were helped by their
military successes which were widely known thanks to the local press.
The members of the society read the newspaper and started to take
interest in the pilots from Czechoslovakia. The English households then
invited them for dinners or parties and they accepted those invitations
enthusiastically. As a result the Czechoslovakian pilots obtained the
opportunity to become a part of the closed British society. A. Vrana in his
work ‘Letec Alois Vasatko' states:

'So that the first fight success of the Czech squadron
enabled us to penetrate even the closed society circles of
the English. The prominent Liverpool households invite
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the members of our squadron to their homes and

friendships with the Britons are started this way. The

Czechs are getting closer to the English, they are getting to

know each other. The Czechs are adapting to the new

milieu.'[100]
4.3.5 British Women & WAAF Members

The members of WAAF were described as charming by the
Czechoslovak pilots. This statement could be considered as praise for all
British women, because the WAAF personnel was mainly comprised of
Englishwomen (even though the Czech women served in it as well,
however, their number was exiguous - around 16). Back to back the
Czech pilots had to face a remarkable restriction: they were not allowed
to go out with WAAF members. Yet, this limitation had to be observed
only at the air bases, whether the pilot had an appointment with the
WAAF women at a safe distance from the base, nobody cared about it.

M. Liskutin was also aware of the beauty of WAAFs:

'One evening on a dark night, while off duty, | was with

three other squadron pilots in the RAF Catterick

Operations Room, just having a look at the situation and

chatting up the charming WAAFs over a cup of tea.'[101]*

The Englishwomen were in the limelight of the Czech pilots. The
pilots were young and they wanted to enjoy the life as much as they
could. The young beautiful women were titled by very peculiar names. In
the book 'Zlomena Kridla' by E. Cejka is written on this issue:

"It is crucial to point out that the beautiful young
women were called 'Messerschmittes'. The young ladies
were very pleased by this nickname, they liked the notion
that they were able to shoot the pilots down as well.[102]
As everything, even the treatment of the men to women was
determined by unwritten laws in England. It was said that the women are,

for example, privileged regarding the saluting or that they had to be
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walked by men who goes on the outer side of the pathway. This was
recommended in order to keep the women safe. F. Jansky portrayed this
in his book 'Nebesti Jezdci' as well:

'In England women have various privileges. For
example, it is up to them to insinuate to their friends
whether they want to be saluted or not. And in walking,
you have to keep them in the inner side of the pathway,
this is a good deal of running across it, it is not like at our

place where we lead the women always on ours

right.'[103]
The relationships between the pilots and British women were
many times sealed by marriage and by children. It was also written by the
Czech pilots that the women liked their presence and that they were
trying to get their affection. This matter is also discussed in the book
'KdyZ Nelétalr':
'When | was at a party once again, | was surprised by
the women. They were competing in getting our affection,
the affection of the Czechs.[104]
4.3.6 Weather

As was widely known, the English weather ranked among the
typical British features. For the pilots the weather was determinative
factor. Depending on the weather they were able to fulfil their duties or
they were forced to stay at the airbase. It is apparent that they mentioned
weather in their memoirs. So did F. Fajtl and A. Stanc:

'l did not want to wait until the weather would clear up.
| knew the local weather there and | suspected that the
murk would not lift for several hours.'[105]

'That day the weather was typically English. This
means that clouds touched the land and sometimes
occurred a rain shower.'[106]

The pilots also discovered that the weather was always a topic of

discussion among Englishmen. Talking about the weather belonged to
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British avocations. The Britons always used to start their talks with the
topic of weather. This depicted A. LiSka in his book 'Jak se plasi smrt".
"Quite lovely night!" he broke the silence. Englishmen

always start the conversation by the weather topic, he can

not brake the habit.[107]
4.3.7 Tea Time

It is said that nothing could prevent the English from drinking their
tea, not even the war. The Czechoslovak pilots had a flawless opportunity
to disprove or confirm it. According to the notes of the pilots it could be
said that the saying was confirmed. As mentioned by the Czech pilots, the
afternoon tea break was always held. Even during the training, the
schedule respected the teatime and at 5 o'clock there was a pause for the
tea, as stated in A. Vrana's 'Letec Alois Vasatko'

"The time passes fast during the practical training. And

here comes the 'tea time'. It is before the 5 pm when,

according to the English habit, is served the afternoon

shack with tea.[108]

The Czechoslovak pilots soon discovered that the tea was
something more than just a beverage for the Englishmen. They were
soon aware that drinking the tea was part of their national habits and
customs. F. Jansky delineated it as follows:

'English tea - the beginning and the end of everything.
We are sitting and drinking, the warmth is spread
throughout our body. The first cup, the second one. This is
not a tea it is a narcotic. The tea drinking is a
ceremony.'[109]

4.3.8 Beer & Public Houses

As was said before, the pilots spent their free time
miscellaneously. However, it must be said that many of them were
frequent attenders of the public houses and that they were familiar not

only with the milieu but with the taste of the English beer as well.
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The setting of the English pub is described by Adolf Vrana in a following
way:
'Approximately 2 Km East from the airport stands a

little pub on the crossroad. It appears like from the

medieval age. The whole building is made from wood, and

the inside of the pub gives a scary impression thanks to

the flaming light of the fireplace fire. The fireplace is big

enough to enable one to promenade inside it. [110]'

For the majority of the pilots the taste of the English beer was
unsatisfactory. It did not have the right flavour nor the right temperature,
as is described in the book 'V uniformé RAF by P. Radosta:

'They welcomed us by chanting 'Czechoslovakia'.
Than we were drinking with them the bloody swill which
has no head and which they called beer mistakenly.'[111]
The only inconvenience was that according to the King's
Regulations, the public houses were opened just until 10:00 pm. Whether
the pilots wanted to continue in their evening program, they had to move

to other premises.[112]

4.3.9 Christmas

The Czechoslovak pilots experienced the celebrations of
Christmas on the English soil as well. For the pilots, the way in which the
Englishmen celebrated the birth of Christ was unusual. They described
their Christmas customs as peculiar. This opinion was certainly influenced
by the the reality that the Czech Christmas celebrations were mainly held
on the 24th of December, although in England is 24 December regarded
as any other day in the year. The books 'Letec Alois Vasatko' by A. Vrana
and 'Kdyz nelétali’ by L. Kudrna also discussed this matter:

'In our Christmas dinner participated even some
Englishmen. By this they got familiar with our traditions and
they tried to sing the Christmas carols with us, even though
they did not understand a word. The Christmas week was
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filled by peculiar English customs and here comes the New
Year 1942.'[113]

'Everything starts only on the 25th of December in
here. It is so called Christmas Day which is celebrated as
well as the December 26 - so called Boxing Day.
Englishmen dance and have a good time these days.'[114]
The pilots also made it a point to mention the English Christmas
pudding which was part of their dinner. Their opinions on it were quite
favourable, as C. Sladek stated in 'Osudy palubniho strelce".

'As a Christmas dinner meal we had fried schnitzel
and naturally the necessary English Christmas pudding
decorated by fruit and perfumed with a bit of alcohol inside.
They enjoyed even the English beer poured from can.'[115]

4.3.10 Opinions of the Most Successful Czechoslovak Pilot,

F/Lt. Karel Kuttelwascher, DFC & Bar

As another authentic example of the opinions of the Czechoslovak
pilots regarding England, | present the questionnaire which was compiled
on my own. The questions were kindly answered by the respected expert
who authored the biography of F/Lt. Karel Kuttelwascher, DFC& Bar -
Night Hawk: the Biography of Flight Lieutenant Karel Kuttelwascher, DFC
and Bar, the RAF's Greatest Night Intruder Ace, published in 1985, Roger
Darlington. Simultaneously, Roger Darlington is son-in-law of F/Lt. Karel
Kuttelwascher, DFC& Bar(see Appendix 11.5.4).

F/Lt. Karel Kuttelwascher, DFC& Bar(23.9.1916 - 18.8.1959) was
born in Svaty Kfiz(a village near to Némecky(Havlicktv) Brod). In 1937
he graduated from SODL(Skola pro odborny dorost letectva) in Prosté&jov.
On 19 June 1939, he left the Protectorate and came to Poland which he
soon abandoned for France where he joined the French Foreign Legion.

He underwent the Foreign Legion training in Algiers, in Sidi-bel-Abbés.
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At the outbreak of the war, he was accepted to the French Armée de I'Air.
During the battle of France he achieved the number of 2 certain kills and
1 aircraft he shot down probably. After the French capitulation he joined
the RAF. He was trained at 55. OTU in Aston Down and he flew Hawker
Hurricane type fighters. After the completion of the training, he was
placed to No.1 Night Fighter Squadron. The No.1 squadron was fulfilling,
among other tasks, so called 'night intruder' actions. The night intruder
pilot had to shoot down the enemy aircraft during its taking off or landing.
So the pilots flew to the Reich's airbases and waited for a suitable
moment to attack. He shot down 15 enemy bombers over their bases and
as a result he became an outstanding night intruder ace. In 1945 he
returned back to the liberated Czechoslovakia. However, in the year
1946, after the dismissal from the Czechoslovak Air Army, he came back
to England. Then he worked for the British European Airways. He died
unexpectedly in 18.8. 1959 of a heart attack. He was buried in Uxbridge,
England.[116]

Below can be found the interview with Roger Darlington:

I. BRITISH CUSTOMS, PEOPLE, MILIEU

1) Did he compare French people to British? Whom did he respect more?
Why?

Like all the Czechoslovaks who fought in the Battle of France, he was
disappointed that the French military was not able to put up a stronger
resistance to the German invasion in 1940 - but | am not aware that he

compared French and British people.

2) How did he find Britain? Did he like the British life style more than the
Czech one?

Like all the Czechoslovaks who fled to Britain, he admired the British for
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continuing the resistance to Hitler and for giving him the chance to serve
in a military unit. There is no reason to suppose that he liked the British
way of life more than the Czech. He was a patriot and proud of his

country and its traditions.

3) How did he like the British people? Did he understand their manners
soon or did it take some amount of time to him to get on with them?
Throughout the whole of his time in the Royal Air Force, he served with
British (and not Czechoslovak) Squadrons. He married a British woman
and had three children with her. So he must have liked the British.

4) How hard/easy was it for him to learn English? Did he see it as the
thing of an utmost importance or did he rather want to evade it?
| think he picked it up quite easily - otherwise he would not have been

able to operate in a British squadron and to court a British woman.

5) Which British custom he disliked the most? Why?

| have no idea.

6) He spent some time in America as well. Did he compare Americans to
British people? Whom did he like the most and why?

| have no idea.

Il. THE RAF, POLITICS & FIGHTING
7) Did he compare the British style of command to the Czech one?
Which one he found better?

| have no idea.

8) Was he interested in politics? Did he sympathise with the President
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Bene$ or not? Did he read Cechoslovak? Did he write articles for it?
He was a patriot and a democrat which supported the Czechoslovak
government in exile. At the christening of his first child, Benes sent a
message and Masaryk attended.

| think all Czechoslovaks in Britain during the war read Cechoslovék.

9) Did he have good relationships with British fighters in his squadron?
How did they see him?
They called him "Old Kut" because he was 24 when he joined the Royal

Air Force and most of the Biritish pilots were around 19.

10) What did he do to relax?
He had a wife and three children.
11) Did he have any talisman or ritual before the leaving to fight?

| do not believe so.

lll. FAMILY
12) Did his family know that he was leaving to fight? Did they agreed with
him and let him go?

| believe that the answer is 'yes'in both cases.

13) Was his family in Czechoslovakia persecuted?

Yes - his younger brother Miroslav was imprisoned.
14) How did the family of his wife receive him? Were they enthusiastic
about their daughter is marrying the RAF pilot from Czechoslovakia?

They were open-minded.

15) Was he thinking about moving his family to liberated Czechoslovakia?
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He did so in the second half of 1945 but all members of the family
returned to Britain in 1946. He was very uncomfortable with political

developments in post-war Czechoslovakia.

5 POST WAR CZECHOSLOVAKIA:

OPINIONS ON THE CZECH RAF PILOTS

The Czechoslovak pilots spent around 5 years on the British soil.
When it came to the point of their leaving, many of them had already
started families with their British wives. They were tied to the United
Kingdom by comradeships as well. However, the pilots were patriots and
they were looking forward to coming back to their loved homeland for
which they fought and for which they were ready to die. In the year 1945
they were welcomed as heroes in the liberated Czechoslovakia.
Nevertheless, 2 years after, in the year 1948, they were pronounced as
'enemies of the people' and were imprisoned or underwent penal
servitude. Some of them were lucky enough to leave the country before
the process. They became exiles for the second time and were never to
return to live in the Czech lands. The Czechoslovak pilots who fought in
the RAF during the World War Il. elicited no recognition from their
homeland until the 1965. However, they were not fully recognized until the
1990's.[117]

J. Duda, one of the Czech pilots, declared:

'Until today, the British people fully appreciate every
pilot who even once took off during the Battle of Britain.
They regard the pilots as national heroes. Even though
many years have passed, every single time | came to
England | always feel that nothing has changed, | always
see the gratitude and the attention which | have met in the
Czech lands very rarely. For this reason | am always
touched by the behaviour of Englishmen and | very
appreciate it, although there is just a tiny group of the
Czechoslovak pilots who fought in RAF left.'[118]
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6 CONCLUSION

The thesis has attempted to gather and analyze information about
how the Czech pilots who fought in the RAF during the World War II.
viewed England. In addition, it has portrayed the military and political
background which influenced the Czech pilots during the World War Il.

The initial part of the thesis is devoted to the historical
background of the World War II. Next, there follows a presentation of
opinions of the Czech pilots on the European countries concerned
(Poland, France and the UK) interspaced with the opinions of the
governments regarding the Czech pilots. Then | discuss the RAF and the
organization of the Czechoslovak Air Army in Britain. The last part is
dedicated to the searching and analysing of the opinions of the Czech
pilots about England and Englishmen.

While researching the thesis, | was able to discover a wealth of
material concerning the Czech pilots who served in RAF. The findings
broadened my horizons and revealed hitherto unknown facts. Especially
one of the monograph books, Airmen in Exile, authored by Allan Brown,
brought an entirely new and more complex view into the issue.

The part of searching the pilots' opinions about England and
Englishmen caused relative difficulties to me. Due to the militaristic focus
of the biographies it was not easy to find the relevant parts and phrases
which would prove the pilots' point of view about Britain. However, almost
in every book was finally found what was requested and rather interesting

tapestry of the Czechoslovak pilots' opinions to England has emerged.
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9 ABSTRACT

The purpose of the thesis is to gather the information regarding

the views and opinions about England of the Czech pilots who fought in
the RAF during the World War Il. The author is expected to discover how
the pilots saw Englishmen and England in every aspect possible as well
as to portray the military and political background which influenced the
position of the Czech pilots during the World War Il.
The work is composed of three main parts. The first one deals with the
historical background and it carries the views and opinions about the
European countries concerned (Poland, France, the UK) interspaced with
the opinions of the governments to the Czech pilots.

The second part describes the structure of the Czech Air Forces in
the RAF and the third part is a tapestry of the Czech pilots' opinions
regarding England and Englishmen compiled on the basis of examining

the pilots' biographies and texts authored by them.
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10 RESUME

Ugelem prace je shroméazdit informace o nazorech Ceskych pilot(
bojujicich v RAF za Il. svétové valky na Anglii. Popisuje se zde z rlznych
uhld pohledu, jak Cesti piloti nahlizeli na Angli¢any a jejich zemi. Také je
priblizeno militaristické a politické pozadi doby, které bezpochyby ovlivnily
postaveni Ceskych pilotd v mezinarodnim méFitku b&hem valky. Prace se
sklada ze tfi hlavnich €asti. Prvni se zabyva historii a prezentuje nazory
vlad Polska, Francie a Spojeného Kralovstvi na Ceské piloty. Také jsou
zde predloZeny nazory Ceskych pilotd na dané zemé.

Druha &ast popisuje strukturu Ceskoslovenského letectva v RAF.

TFeti ast je mozaikou sloZzenou z nazor(i Ceskych pilotd na Anglii
a Angli¢any. Je sestavena na zakladé prostudovani biografii letcl a textd,

které sepsali sami letci.
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11. APPENDICES
11.1  Original Quotation Texts
[3]

Prvni kroky okupantd vedly do posadkovych velitelstvi, na letidté, do
vojenskych skladu, kasaren, leteckych tovaren a dilen.

[4]

Némecka armada méla nejvétSi zajem ziskat na svou stranu pravé Cs.
letce, nebot je zcela opravnéné povazovala za nejvétSi profesionaly.
Jejich vabnicky byly uc€inné a nejednou koncily i ¢eskou ostudou.

[7]

A tak kratce po 15. bfeznu 1939 nejel z Prahy k Moravské Ostravé ani
jeden vlak, ktery by nevezl skupinku ¢eskoslovenskych letcl, ktera se
snazila vyhlizet nenapadné a klidné. Dnes jiZ neni mozno ani podle
archivnich pramen zjistit, kdo z nich byl prvni.

[8]

Pfes hranice se dostavali riznymi zplsoby. Ve vétSiné pfipadl je
prechazeli s pomoci pruvodcu pésky ve sméru Hamry-Bily Kfiz-Dolni
Lomna nebo Frydek-Ligotkak.

[9]

Brzy rano 11. Cervna jsme vyrazili do Roznova a odtud to Hutiska-
Solanec vSichni jako turisté s batohy na zadech. Podle pokynu porucika
Zboftila jsme nasli pana fidiciho uCitele Cyrila Macha v jeho Skole v
ZakopCi. Po kratkém hovoru jsme se vratili do hostince pana BaroSe,
odkud jsme v jedenact hodin vSichni odjeli jeho autodrozkou "Pragou" do
hor. ... Po pfikrém svahu jsme seSli do udoli a proménili se v exulanty. Za
nékolik minut jsme narazili na polské celniky. Zastavili nas bez nasili a
dali najevo, abychom je nasledovali.

[10]

Budicek ve 4 hodiny. Rano dosti chladné, ale slune¢né. Odjezd vlaku v
5.30 z vitkovického nadrazi. Prijezd do Mistku pfes most ke smluvenému
srazu s onou damou, ktera nam ma umoznit pfechod. Misto srazu bylo
zvoleno 500 m od mostu proti toku vody u lavky. Jako poznavaci
zunameni jsem obdrfel modry kapesnicCek.... Cesta vede pres Mistek,
Dobrou na Pazdernu k hraniCnimu domku. Ponejvice vesnicemi po silnici
ke konci lesa a mezi poli.
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[11]

Druhy den odjizdime jako turisté na Radhost. Pfespavame v Roznové
pod Radhostém a dalSi den vec€er jsme v Kuncickach, odkud mame podle
instrukci Pavla odjet nakladnim vlakem do Polska. Ale vyskytla se nova
potiz, nékde néco neklape a je opét nutno odlozit odjezd. Vracime se
proto do Moravské Ostravy do znamé restaurace. Zde bylo rozhodnuto,
Ze pfristi den prejdeme pres Bily Kfiz za doprovodu naseho hostinského.

[13]
Po delSim sloZitém jednani nabidla francouzska vlada pfijmout zhruba
Ctyfi tisice Ceskoslovenskych vojakl do smutné proslulé cizinecké legie.

[14]

Proto bylo rozhodnuto, aby cCeskoslovenska vojenska skupina byla
pfesunuta na Zapad a v Polsku méla zustat pouze mala symbolicka
jednotka.

[26]

Po kapitulaci Francie evakuace Ceskoslovenskych letcl, i kdyZz se v
chaosu udalosti a napsrosté dezorganizaci neobeSla bez téZkosti a
omyld, byla provedena bez vétSich ztrat a vSechny lodé dfive &i pozdéji
odpluly do anglickych pfistavu.

[33]

Spory mezi predstaviteli ¢eskoslovenského burzoazniho politického a
vojenského vedeni nebyly nahodné, ale mély hlubSi Kkofeny.
Charakterizovaly Ceskoslovenskou burzoazni zahraniCni emigraci na
Zapadé jiz v Polsku, pozdéji ve Francii a v rGznych variacich a intenzité
tyto spory pretrvavaly i ve Velké Britanii az do konce valky.

[46]
Nové osadky bombardovacich letount odchazely od vycvikové letky do
operacni Cinnosti dokonale vycviceny ... Kazdy z téchto osadek byl

vycviCen tak, aby mohl svlj prvni operaéni let absolvovat s védomim
dokonalé pripravy.

[56]
V prabéhu druhé svétové valky nebylo v podstaté bojisté, na némz by se
nebyl v bojovém ukolu podilel Ceskoslovensky letec.

[58]

Moje sladka Francie nevypadala na bohatou zemi. VSe se mi zdalo byt
zastaralé, Sedivé, neusporadané. VSe, co jsem o Francii znal, bylo néjak
chybné. A francouzska armada, kterou jsem vidél kolem sebe, urcité
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nevypadala na silu, ktera by se mohla postavit Hitlerovi na odpor... a
zvitézit!

[63]

Mame na stanici hfisté vSeho druhu, koupelny, sprchy, v dastojnické i
poddustojnické jidelné vyborné napoje a sympatickou obsluhu sli¢nych
letuSek v uniformé.

[67]

Tohle zde se zda vSe zdravé a Cisté, jako kdyzZ pfijdeS z domacnosti liné
zenské, ktera si obCas i s tatinkem pfihne s flasky, do poradné a
spofadané domacnosti. To je mUj osobni nazor.

[69]
Pro srovnani s nasSim odchodem z Bordeaux zde byl nadherny obraz
klidu a organizacni zdatnosti, jakou Clovék ¢asto nevidi.

[71]

Pomér mezi dustojniky a muzstvem neni dosti spravny. Mnozi z
dastojnikd se chovaji pfilis ddvérné k mizstvu, coz jest mnohdy pfi€inou
nenostatecného respektu.

[72]

Pfekvapuje nas, Ze nas angli¢ti vojaci vSude vojensky ukaznéné zdravi,
aC nosime stejnokroje Ceskoslovenského letectva. VSude vladne dojem
nehonosnosti, jednoduchosti, hlavné viak samoziejmosti.

[73]

Serzant mu dokonce projevil svou pfizen typickym trhnutim hlavy do
strany. Pfipomnélo mu to prvni dny po pfijezdu do Anglie. Dlouho
Angli¢any litoval. Domnival se, Ze maji pocuchané nervy z téch blitzu.
Teprve pozdéji pfiSel na to, Ze tohle potrhovani hlavou neni nervova
porucha, ale jen zplUsob dlvérnéjSiho pozdravu.

[73]

Ceskoslovensti letci 313. peruté nebyli rovnéz zpocCatku spokojeni s
anglickym pozemnim personalem. Nasi letci nechapali jeho "pomalost” a
flegmatickou povahu.

[76]

Tristatfinactnici dostali jako obvykle nejtézsi Ukol. ... Byla to vSak pro
Cechoslovaky velka pocta; tim bylo naznaceno, Ze jsou povazovani za
nejlepsi perut.
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[77]

Uniformy vojaka RAF jsou bezvadné Sité, snad kazdému na miru,
ponévadz kazdy vypada, jako by vySel pravé od krejCiho. ... Kazdy vojak
ma pékné boty, Zadné bagany. Letectvo ma lehké boty, jako civilni.

[78]

... Pretahl pres hlavu bily sluzebni svetr. Je teply, z pravé ov€i viny. ...
Potom si obléka batldres a natahuje vysoké letecké boty. Jsou vyloZzeny
berankem a je v nich jako v pokojiCku. Kral na letcich neSetfi, vystroj je
kvalitni.

[79]

A opét prekvapil Amos. Na slunnou palubu pfinesl nékolik ucebnic
angli¢tiny a jiz nyni studuje. Tvofi se kolem ného hlouc€ek, ktery jiz za
chvili vede do prace. Spojuje tak rekreaci s pfipravou do Anglie.

[80]

V krakté dobé se seznamujeme s novym nazvoslovim. Perut je squadron,
letka flight A nebo B, hotovost readiness a cela fada dalSich nazvu, které
pozdéji pronikaji i do nasi Cestiny.

[81]

Vysedavani na ucCebné&, nékdy i na letiStni ploSe mélo splnit jeden
bezpodminecny cil: naucit Ceskoslovenské letce slouzici v Kralovskych
leteckych silach ovladat jazyk, jimZ se tu hovofilo. A tak se pfidavaly
hodiny gramatiky i konverzace, zpaméti se ucCily zakladni odborné
vojenské terminy.

[83]
Moc jsem tehdy anglicky neumél. Pravé jazyk byl nejvétSim problémem
vSech Cechoslovaku. ... Velitel squadrony na3el jednoho belgického

pilota, ktery vyborné ovladal angli¢tinu, a ten mé musel denné nékolik
hodin ucit anglicky.

[84]

Casto ho vidim ve spoleCnosti education officera, kterého zaméstnava
studiem angliCtiny znacné vice nez ostatni. Jeho znalost némcCiny a
francouzstiny mu nyni pomaha ve studiu anglicitny.

[85]

NejvétSim problémem byla anglictina, ale i tu jsme brzy zvladli. Jednu
zajimavost: Stejné rychle jako anglicky se ucili i nasi instruktofi ¢esky, a
jak... To vam ani nemusim vypravét. Vzpominam si na jednoho
mechanika, ktery se velmi rychle naucil Cesky a dokonce s typicky



61
prazskym pfizvukem.

[86]
Kdyz se Pavel predstavuje do telefonu, jsou AngliCaneé bezradni, jméno
Reficha je pro né hrozné.

[87]
Belgi€ané, mél jsem jich u peruti pét, projevovali zajem o let
temperamentnéji nez klidni Britové.

[88]
Diky vSéem tém drobnym, ale pfitom nesmirné vitanym pozornostem bylo
znat, Ze srdce "chladného" Angli€ana dokaze byt i viele lidské.

[89]

AvsSak prekvapujicim vitézstvim se docililo jesté vic: Britové zacali chapat
Zivot a boj z jinych hledisek nez z pozice jejich pohodliného optimismu a
neuvéfitelné naivniho pacifismu.

[90]
Mentalitu AngliCana je velmi tézké pochopit. Jsou, fekl bych, otrlejSi a
meneé pfistupni néjakému citu.

[91]
A pfece i zde "doma" jsou ukaznéni, pozorni jeden ke druhému ve veseli i
v hrach.

[94]
Nalada stoupala a brzy se zaCalo zpivat jako vSude, kde jsou
Cechoslovéci.

[95]
Oni vubec v Anglii hodné daji na to, co se Fika, to je dobré. Musite ale
pofad mluvit pravdu, jinak se pak s vami nebavi.

[96]
Mluvi v mnozném Cile, ale povedlo se to jemu. Je skromny, to se mi libi,
AngliCané pusou moc nelétaji.

[97]

Nadporucik Baker je velmi inteligentni Clovék a stoptocentni Angli¢an. Na
svém utéku zakusil mnoho hladu a stradani, ale nikdy se nezapomnél
kazdy den oholit, tfeba jenom u potoka.
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[88]

Angli¢ané jsou divny narod. Dostavaji malo jidla, stoji a trpélivé ¢ekaji ve
frontach, nic nefikaji. Doprava je rozrusena, autobusu a vlaku je malo,
stoji a trpélivé Cekaji ve frontach, nic nefikaji.

[89]
Hral jsem si na AngliCana: dal jsem si lazen, objednal si snidani a pak
jsem na pohovce procital ilustrované Casopisy.

[100]

A tak prvni bojovy uspéch Ceské peruté umoznil, abychom pronikli i
uzavienym spolefenskym kruhem Angli¢anu. Predni liverpoolské rodiny
zvou prisludniky perut& do svych domui a navazuji se tak pratelstvi, Cesi
se sblizuji s Ali¢any, poznavaji se navzajem a prizplsobuji se novému
prostredi.

[102]

Nutno podotknout, Ze naSi stihali nazyvali hezké mladé zZeny
"messerschmitky". Divky byly touto pfezdivkou velmi polichoceny, Ze ony
mohou rovnéz nékterého z nasich stihacl sestfelit.

[103]

V Anglii maji Zeny ruzné vysady. Naznadci tfeba na ulici, zda si pfeji, aby
znamy je pfi setkani pozdravil. A musite je vodit po vnitfni strané
chodniku, jo to pfebihani, ne jako u nas porad po pravé ruce.

[104]
Byl jsem téZ zase jednou na zabavé a byl jsem prekvapen Zenama, které
se pfimo predstihovaly o pfizen nas, Cech.

[105]
Nechtél jsem Cekat, az se vyjasni, tamni poCasi jsem dost znal a tusil
jsem, ze mlha se nezvedne nékolik hodin.

[106]
Pocasi bylo toho dne typicky anlgické, to znamena, Ze mraky se dotykaly
zemeé a do toho se obcCas spustil dést.

[107]
"Docela pékna noc!" prolomil ticho. AngliCané vzdycky zacinaji rozhovor
pocasim, nemuze pfece jinak.

[108]
Pfi praktickém vyu€ovani €as rychle ubiha a nastava "tea time", to je pfed
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patou hodinou, kdy se podle anglického zvyku podava odpoledni svacina
s Cajem.

[109]

Anglicky Caj - zaCatek a konec vSeho. Sedime, popijime, teplo se nam
rozléva po celém téle. Jeden Salek, druhy Salek. To neni &aj, to je
narkotikum. Piti Caje je obrad.

[110]

Asi dva kilometry na vychod od letisté stoji u kfizovatky silnic mala
hospoda, pochazejici snad ze stfedovéku. Cela budova je ze difeva a v
nalevné Ci baru pusobi vSe pfimo strasidelnym dojmem pfi plapolavém
osvétleni ohném velkého krbu, v némz by ses mohl i prochazet.

[111]
Privitali nas skandovanim "Czechoslovakia". Potom jsme s nimi popijeli tu
prokletou breCku bez pény, kterou oni omylem nazyvaji pivem.

[113]

| nékolik Angli¢ant se zucastnilo nasi stédrovecerni veCefe. Seznamili se
tak s naSimi obyCeji a aC nerozuméli, snazili se zpivat s nami nase
vanocni pisné. Vanoc¢ni tyden byl vyplnén svéraznymi vanocnimi
anglickymi zvyklostmi a miji i Novy rok 1942.

[114]

VSechno zde zacina teprve 25. prosince, to je tak zvany Christmas Day,
ktery se slavi stejné jako 26. prosinec, tzv. Boxing Day. V tyto dny se
Angli¢ané veseli a vénuji tanci a zabaveé.

[115]

K StédrovecCernimu jidlu se na stole objevil smazeny fizek a samoziejmé
nezbytny anglicky pudink, ozdobeny ovocem a pfijemné vonici troSkou
alkoholu v ném. | anglické pivo nalévané pfimo z konve jim chutnalo.

[118]

Britové si dodnes vazi kazdoho letce, ktery tfeba jen jedenkrat v Battle of
Britain vzlétl, a pokladaji jej za narodniho hrdinu. Kdykoliv jsem mohl do
Anglie pfijet, citim i po tolika letech, Ze se na této verzi nic nezmeénilo,
vsude vidim vd&k a pozornost, s niz jsem se v Cechach malokdy setkal.
Jsem proto pokazdé dojat a moc si pfistupu Angli€and vazim, byt nas
pfimych aktéru jiz zistalo tak malo.



64

11.2 Samples of the Aircraft Flown by the Czechoslovak Pilots
in France

11.2.1 Fighter Aircraft

11.2.1.1 Bloch MB 125

Source: CHANT, Chris. Letouny druhé svétové valky. Praha: Svojtka&Co.,s.r.0., 2008,
p.47. ISBN 978-80-7238-233-1.

11.2.1.2 Dewoitine D.520

Source: CHANT, Chris. Letouny druhé svétové valky. Praha: Svojtka&Co.,s.r.o., 2008,
p. 104. ISBN 978-80-7238-233-1.

11.2.1.3 Morane-Saulnier MS.406

Source: CHANT, Chris. Letouny druhé svétové valky. Praha: Svojtka&Co.,s.r.o., 2008,
p. 249. ISBN 978-80-7238-233-1.
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11.2.2 Bomber Aircraft

11.2.2.1Bloch MB. 200

Source: CHANT, Chris. Letouny druhé svétoveé valky. Praha: Svojtka&Co.,s.r.o., 2008,
p. 50. ISBN 978-80-7238-233-1.

11.3 Samples of the aircraft flown by the Czechoslovak pilots
in the RAF

11.3.1 Fighter Aircraft

11.3.1.1 Hawker Hurricane Mk |

Source: CHANT, Chris. Letouny druhé svétové valky. Praha: Svojtka&Co.,s.r.o., 2008,
p. 161. ISBN 978-80-7238-233-1.

11.3.1.2 Hawker Hurricane Mk Il

Source: CHANT, Chris. Letouny druhé svétové valky. Praha: Svojtka&Co.,s.r.o., 2008,
p. 162. ISBN 978-80-7238-233-1.
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11.3.1.3 Spitfire F.Mk IX

Source: CHANT, Chris. Letouny druhé svétové valky. Praha: Svojtka&Co.,s.r.o., 2008,
p. 297. ISBN 978-80-7238-233-1.

11.3.1.4 Supermarine Spitfire Mk VA

Source: CHANT, Chris. Letouny druhé svétové valky. Praha: Svojtka&Co.,s.r.o., 2008,
p. 298. ISBN 978-80-7238-233-1.

11.3.2 Bomber Aircraft

11.3.2.1 Vickers Wellington Mk X

Source: CHANT, Chris. Letouny druhé svétové valky. Praha: Svojtka&Co.,s.r.0., 2008,
p. 304. ISBN 978-80-7238-233-1.



11.3.2.2 Liberator GR Mk V
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Source: Wartime Colours. HURT, Zdenék. Czechs in the RAF in Focus. Walton on
Thames: Red Kite, 2004. ISBN 0-9538061-9-7.



11.4 School report of G/Cpt. Josef Duda, CBE
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Source: Pfiloha VII.DUDA, Zbynék Milos. Velitel stihaciho letectva: Zivotni osudy "
G/Cpt. RAF, Brig. gen. let. Josefa Dudy, CBE (1905-1977). 1. vyd. Praha: NaSe vojsko,
2005. ISBN 80-206-0779-X.
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11.5 Photos of the Czechoslovak airman

11.5.1 No.310 Czechoslovak Squadron

’\ - )

é’\'

f"‘wa@(‘ o

™S

-

Source:Pfiloha. RAJLICH, Jifi. Esa na obloze. Praha: Nase Vojsko, 2004. ISBN 80-
206-0720-X.

11.5.2 Alert practice of the No. 312 Czechoslovak Squadron

A,

Source: Priloha. RAJLICH, Jifi. Esa na obloze. Praha: Nase Vojsko, 2004. ISBN 80-
206-0720-X.
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11.5.3 The Czechoslovak pilots' Rest

Source:Pfiloha. RAJLICH, Jifi. Esa na obloze. Praha: NaSe Vojsko, 2004. ISBN 80-
206-0720-X.

11.5.4 F/Lt Karel Kuttelwasher, DFC&Bar

Source:HURT, Zdenék. Czechs in the RAF in Focus. Walton on Thames: Red Kite,
2004, p. 62. ISBN 0-9538061-9-7.
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11.6 Badges of the Czechoslovak Squadrons

11.6.1 No. 310 Fighter Squadron 11.6.2 No. 311 Bomber Squadron

Source:Czechoslovak squadrons in RAF. Source:Czechoslovak squadrons in RAF.
Militaryphotos [online]. 2012. Avaliable from: Militaryphotos [online]. 2012.
http://www.militaryphotos.net/forums/album. from:http://www.militaryphotos.net/forums/
php?albumid=604&attachmentid=92400 album.php?albumid=604&attachmentid=
[Retreived 9 April 2012] 92401.[Retreived 9 April 2012]

11.6.3 No. 312 Fighter Squadron 11.6.4 No. 313 Fighter Squadron

Source:Czechoslovak squadrons in RAF. Source:Czechoslovak squadrons in RAF.
Militaryphotos [online]. 2012. Avaliable from: Militaryphotos [online]. 2012. Avaliable from:
http://www.militaryphotos.net/forums/album. http://www.militaryphotos.net/forums/album.
php?albumid=604&attachmentid=92402. php?albumid=604&attachmentid=92403.

[Retreived 9 April 2012] [Retreived 9 April 2012]
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11.7 Uniforms of the Czechoslovak pilots

11.7.1 Uniform 1. 11.7.2 Uniform 2. 11.7.3 Uniform 3.

Source:Exponaty. Czech Spitfire Club [online]. Available from:
http://www.czechspitfireclub.cz/?sekce1=exponaty. [Retreived 9 April 2012]
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11.8 Photographies from my album (taken in the Imperial War
Museum North, Manchester, 9 January 2012)

11.8.1 Flying jacket, boots 11.8.2 Flying helmet
and gauntlets

11.8.3 Life vest (Mae-vest type) 11.8.4 Air-gunner trousers &
Life vest




11.9 Newspaper articles

74

11.9.1 100. vyroCi narozeni valeéného pilota plk. Josefa Gutvald

100. vroti narozeni valeéného

Sto let je dlouhé doba. Spole¢-
nost byla hodné jin, Ceskoslo-
vensko jesté neexistovalo, pre-
sto ale piichazeli na svét vérni
synové vlasti - muzi, jejichZ
charaktery mély byt tvrdé pro-
véteny valkou.

21. prosince 1911 se v Ties-
ti narodil Josef Gutvald, syn
méstského straznika. Absolvo-
val obecnou i méstanskou $ko-
lu a vyutil se zameénikem. Vel-
mi ho zaujalo létani, proto se
ptihlasil do prostéjovské Skoly
pro odborny dorost letectva. Po
dvou letech, v roce 1931, absol-
voval a narukoval do armédy k
letectvu. Tragicky 15. bfezen
1939 jej zastihl béhem sluzby
na leti$ti Praha - Kbely. S nacis-
tickou porobou se ale nesmifil.
S deviti kolegy odeSel v lednu
1940 do exilu tzv. balkdnskou

. cestou. Od bfezna do Cerven-
ce pobyval v tiboie &s. letecké
skupiny v jihofrancouzském
Agde, do bojii na fronté vSak
nezaséhl. Po kapitulaci se mu
podaftilo dostat se lod{ do Velké
Britanie.

25. &ervence 1940 slozil piisa-
hu a stal se pfislu$nikem Royal
Air Force s hodnosti Sergeant
- etaf. Do Fijna prosel potieb-
nym piedkolenim a nastoupil
k 43. stihaci peruti vyzbrojené
letouny Hawker Hurricane Mk.
1. Po mésici byl pteloZen k 46.
squadrong, kde spolu se tiemi
dal$imi Cechy slouil do kvétna
1941, pak nakratko létal u 3. sq.

pilota plk. Josefa Gutva

Ida

10. kvétna vznikla 313. &s. sti-
haci perut, ke které byl jiZ o osm
dni pozdé&ji prevelen. Jednotka
dislokované na zékladné Catte-
rick byla sloZend z nasich zku-
enych piloti doplnénych brit-
skym pozemnim personalem.

Vyzbroj se sestavala ze stroji
Supermarine Spitfire Mk. Ia. 27.
kvétna byly na programu cvié-
né vyskové lety s navadénim na
domovské letisté. Sgt Gutvald se
ale béhem stoupani do cilovych
7.000 metrii pozemni kontrole
odmlcel.

Zakratko jeho zjevné neo-
vladany Spitfire s buracejicim
motorem vyleté] strmé z mra-
ki a roztiistil se o zem nedaleko

Uckerby. Pilot v fidkém vzduchu
pravdépodobné ztratil védomi v
disledku zamrznuti kyslikové-
ho pfistroje... O tfi dny pozdéji
jej ulozili na hibitové nedaleko
zékladny.

Josef Gutvald byl jednim z
témér 1.300 Ceskoslovenskych
letct, ktefi byli operatné nasaze-
ni v RAF v boji za nasi svobodu.
Pro svou vlast polozil Zivot, stej-
né jako 504 dalsich... Cest jeho
pamitce!

Josef ,Joe” Vochyan,
Czech Spitfire Club

PILOT Josef Gutvald krdtce pfed

osudnym letem.
(Foto laskavé poskytnuto
pribuznymi)

Source: VOCHYAN, Josef "Joe". 100. vyro&i narozeni valeéného pilota plk. Josefa
Gutvalda. Jihlavské Listy: Noviny Kraje Vysocina. 2011, XXII, €. 103.



*25.1.1892,
Horni Bobrovd
t6.7.1954, Praha
[120.vyro&i
narozenf) _

Letec, vyznamny

iiplomat a jeden z nej-

ceskosloven-

skych distojniki v fa-
'dach RAF.

Kdy#% v 1ét& 1940 probihala jednéni mezi RAF a
reprezentaci &. exilového letectva, Eeskosloven-
skou stranu zastupovali pfevéazné brig. gen. Karel
Janousek, plk. Josef Berounsky a pplk. Alois Kubi-
ta. Brali na sebe zodpovédnost za budoucnost &s.
letcti v Anglii.

Fakt, Ze Kubita na pfelomu 20. a 30. let plisobil
jako vojensky a letecky ata$é ve Velké Briténii, a
ziskal tak fadu osobnich kontaktii na vyznamné
&inovniky RAF, pfi jednan{ o osudu naSich letcti
sehril svoji roli.

Alois Kubita se narodil 25. 1. 1892 v takzvaném
Kubitové mlyné v Horni Bobrové. Po absolvova-
ni novomé&stského redlného gymnazia si zvolil
vojenskou kariéru. Absolvoval Vojenskou kadet-
ku v Brné&. Od . 1912 slouzil v Praze a po dvou
letech byl povy3en na poruéika.

V priibéhu 1. sv. valky Kubita bojoval na erno-
horské, srbské, rumunské a italské fronté, kde byl
tfikrat ranén. O jeho odvaze svédéi i obdrZena tfi
vyznamenani, mezi nimi Signum Laudis. Absol-
voval kurs leteckych pozorovateld, byl sestfe-
len a dostal se do italského zajeti. V srpnu 1920
vstoupil do &. armady, kde absolvoval pilotni
vycvik na letecké Skole v Chebu. V hodnosti kapi-
tAna postupné velel leteckym jednotkdm v Kosi-
cich a Prost&jové. :
Zasadni zménou v KubiSové vojenské kariéfe
byl rok 1927, kdy se stal &. vojenskym a letec-
kym ata$ém ve Velké Britanii. To i diky svému
skvélému spolefenskému vystupovéni a zna-
losti jazykii. Hovofil anglicky, némecky, italsky a
Easteéné francouzsky. Po navratu do vlasti v roce
1931 byl povy$en do hodnosti majora. Pisobil
krétce na ministerstvu obrany a pak se vratil k
bojovym jednotkidm, kde postupné velel nékoli-
ka

Okupace Aloise Kubitu zastihla jako velitele
| 11/3 peruté v Pietanech. V tinoru 1940 utekl
pies Balkén do Francie, ale pro rychly pad Fran-
cie odplul na jafe 1940 do Anglie. Zde vstoupil do
RAF. Stal se spolupracovnikem gen. K. Janouska
a piisobil jako styény distojnik u riiznych velitel-
stvi RAFE.

U 311. &eskoslovenské bombardovaci peru-
t& RAF A. Kubita absolvoval desitku opera¢nich
letii jako predni stielec. Byl povy$en na plukov-
nika a za mimotadné zasluhy o &s. letectvo ve V.

DIV. GEN. ALOIS KUBITA,
CBE
Foto: archiv B-24 Polnd

11.9.2 Div. gen. Alois Kubita, C.B.E.

B. obdrzel Rad britského impéria I11. t¥idy. To prozra-
zuje titul za jménem C. B. E. - Commander Britského
impéria.

V kvétnu 1945 se Alois Kubita vratil do Ceskoslo-
venska jako brigidni general. Piisobil na hlavnim
&tabu velitelstvi letectva a na nové zaloZeném tech-
nicko-leteckém odboru ministerstva narodni obrany.
Dva roky také piisobil jako vrchni feditel Ceskoslo-
venskych aerolinif, pozdéji byl velitelem armérniho
leteckého tylu.

V prosinci 1949 byl Alois Kubita povySen do hod-
nosti diviznfho generéla. Do diichodu odesel v roce
1950 a po étyfech letech zemiel ve svjch 62 letech.
Mél viak nezvyklé $tésti. Jako jeden z mala ;zépad-
nich letcli” se vyhnul komunistické perzekuci.

Obyvatelé obce Bobrové a Cesky svaz bojovnikil za
svobodu v roce 2006 odhalili Aloisi Kubitovi pamétni
desku na budové obecniho tifadu.

)S(g)(lljlrlce: Div.gen. Alois Kubita, C.B.E. Jihlavské Listy: Noviny Kraje Vysocina. 2012,
,C. 7.
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11.9.3 Pred 70 lety se bili o Britanii
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11.10 Replicas
| bought these replicas in the United Kingdom in the year 2011. The

original replicas are in my possession. The replicas were produced and

designed by the Memorabilia Pack Co. 16 Forth Street, Edinburgh,
EH1 3LH

11.10.1 RAF Pass - cover

11.10.1 RAF Pass
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11.10.2 Combat report
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11.10.3 Instructions in case of capture




11.10.4 Flying Duties leaflet - front

Epply R.AF.
ABERDEEN—OId
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| N\
AIR CREWS

IN THE

MAKE THE R.A.F. SUPREME

Britain is proud of the valour, heroism and
observers and wu"hu operator/air gunners

which we must all strive —to make the RAF.
supreme not only in the quality of its men and
chines, but in numbers as well. Both now and in the future, the
requirements of the R.A.F. must be fully met. This is vital.

The d on an eve scale.
Every day new goﬂthaproducﬁonh‘mmuw
dozens—Wellin,

Spitfires, Defiants . . . besides later types, much faster and more

formidable. And not only has the ion of aircraft i
ial i and have kept pace.

EVERY NEW AIRCRAFT NEEDS A CREW

Hand in hand with this increased production must go the training of
fresh air crews. Hundreds of new aircraft every week are valueless
by themselves—there must be crews to man them. The expanding
RAF. is providing for this. With the increase of flying training
facilities, many more air crew candidates can be enrolled for training.
With every month that goes by more and more squadrons are being
formed and more and more air crews are needed.

BRITAIN MUST PROVIDE AIR CREWS

Much prominence has rightly been given to the air training schemes
which are in progress in the Empire. From Canada, Australia, New
Zealand, Rhodesia, and South Africa will come thousands of air crews
every year. But while the Empire’s efforts are of the highest importance,
the call on the Motherland is even larger and more intense. We must
pull our weight to the full, and a large proportion of the Empire’s
total output of air crews must come from Britain.

ONLY THE BEST ARE GOOD ENOUGH

ime Minister—'* Never in the field of human conflict
was so much owed by s0 many to so few’’ ?

IMMEDIATE ENRO.
Most young men mtunlly ishdo begin training immediately they are

planned basis. Thus ct ! rmally placed in a pool for a
short period until ther, a se available for them. The
R.A.F. cannot allow any course to be short of a single man and it draws
on the * waiting list " as required. It has this advantage for you—you
can be enrolled now for the service of your choice.

A JOB WORTH WAITING FOR—FLYING SERVICE IN THE RAF
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11.10.4 Flying Dutles leaflet - back

w-“‘-L“"""

WIRELESS
OPERATOR /AIR
BUN“EBS As a wire-
less Operator/Air Gunner, your
job is communication between
your * :Mp“ and the ground or
other ai and defl g t
attack. First you receive ground
instruction at an Initial Training Wing
along with future pilots and observers;
then you go on to special wireless and

PILOTS

Rs a pupil pilot
you will first go to an
Initial Training Wing,

then to Elementary and
Service Flying Training Schools,
where you will gain your covet-
ed "wings.”! You will learn not
only to fly but also to fight in
the air. After your training you
may pilot fighters—Spitfires,
Hurricanes, Defiants; you may
lead a bombing raid in a
Wellington, Hampden, or
Beaufort, or you may
carry out long range
reconnaissances
in Sunderland

air gunnery schools, and learn to
fill either post in an air crew.
If you wish opportunities will
be given you later to volun-
teer for flying or observer
duties.

-

AIR
OBSERVERS

Your duties as an air observer include air
nn-iglﬁon. signalling, bomb-aiming, re-

air

flying boats gf
or in Hud- 3

) g y and photo-

Your training also

grapay.

son land-
planes.

with ground instruction at an Initial
Training Wing, then you pass through

Navigation and Bombing and Gunn-

ery Sch

After your traini you

are posted to a Bomber or
Coastal Command unit—either
at home or overseas,

Tﬂt QUALIFICATIONS YOU REQUIRE

As an applicant for air crew service you must be physically fit
mmmmmmmmmhm 'Iwwﬂlhomd

by the Aviation C; Sel Board who will decide whether
| your qualifications make you suitable for air crew duty. The main
|  AGE LIMITS.
| |hm1¢-m: Upper Age Limit
| Pilots ... 18 3lst Birthday

Air Observers o 18 33rd Birthday

' Wireless Operator/Air Gunners 18 | 33rd Birthday

EDUCATIONAL STANDARDS, Your general education,
mun!wlwquymmwmn.lhmﬂdhwhom

? above el unotwhoﬂyontnmﬂm
| standards, hnww-r——yuum;ndgld qually by your de i
and capability of assimilating i

MEN WHO CAN VOLUNTEER. (a) You can volunteer if
| you are aged 18 or 18 or have become 20 since the last registration
| under the National Service (Armed Forces) Acts.
(b) H you are between 20 and 32 and have registered for any of the
services, but not yet been posted, you can still volunteer for flying
duties in the R.AF.

HOW TO EPPLY. If youare in class (a) or class (b) you should
lpplympeuonurmwnﬁngiuﬂmm Section of the nearest Com-
bined Recruiting Centre. You will find its address on the back page.

| 1If you are in class (b) you should also notify, in writing, the Employment
| Exchange at which you registered that you now wish to serve on Air

WHAT THE R.A.F. OFFERS YOU

YOUR RANK. All air crew candidates enter through the ranks.
On completion of training (or after a period of active service) there
are prospects, for pilots and observers, of a commission as Acting
Pilot Officer. In any case, nobody on air crew service receives less
than the rank of when fully trained

YOUR PAY. During ground training, the pay for all is 2/6 a day.
During flying training, pilots and observers receive 5/6 a day, plus
flying instructional pay of 2/- a day for pilots and 1/6 for air observers.
When you have completed your training your daily pay (in the rank
ofl.rgnnﬂ)wﬂlho.—?ilot or Observer: 13/-; Wireless Operator/Air

Gunner, 8/3. If you are commissioned as an Acting Pilot Officer your
plywmemulllmudny.plmﬂomm
Your food, dati dical and dental attendance

are provided free. Iymmmmndnrhlvednpmdmhhu
allowances are payable.

SPECIAL OPPORTUNITIES. Air crew service offers special
opportunities to play an early, active and vital part in the war effort.
To the young men of 18 and 19 it affords also an opportunity to serve
before they reach the normal call-up age of 20. If you are not yet
18, go and talk it over with your local Recruiting Officer. He will
give you advice and register your name for entry at the earliest
possible date.

ADVICE AND ENROLMENT. This pamphiet outlines the
main features of air crew service in the Royal Air Force. You can get
Mupu&xlanorldm&mmmﬂolﬂuul‘ Section.of any
Combined Centre. It is there, too, that you should apply for
enrolment. A list of the centres is given overleal. But remember,
even if you are pted for R-AF. ice, do not give up your civil
lnbmﬁmmlmnyﬂ“qhhlhiw.
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11.10.5 Fighter Fund Appeal

OF HENDON
FUND
Headquariers :

CENTRAL LIBRARY, HENDON, N.W.4
Telephone : HENdon 6978 and 8537

" THE BOROUGH

FIGHT 5

18th November, 1940,
‘Under the Patronage of
- THBMAYOR OFHMON

e e — e S

o MBE, u)md 2
SIIRBG!NALDBLA!R.M.

Chatrman Dear Miss Bird,

sl I want to say "Thank you"!
Hon. Treasurer ; R
George Hals, r.s.a. The £20,000 is IN, the Four Fighters are UP -

o and that is another-job done.

I cannot permit the Campaign to close without
placing on record our deep sense of appreciation for
your personal service.

The Fund made a flying start in August: then,
the night-raiders curtailed most of our nctivities,
- until, for a short while it was "touch and go“ as to
kwhether Hendon could keep its promise.

e ]

But, the unquanehable enthusiasm ef our volun-
_tary workers turned the scale . . . and T believe we
are the first London Borough to provide such a con- S
siderable sum on time,

A personal word too. Leading this Campaign has
been one of the most exciting adventures of my life,
and at every step of the way your courage, resolution
and good humour have been a tremendous support.

Thank you. If I may say so "Thank you 20,000
times", -

 EB:VC . _
~ AIM_TO PROVIDE, IN THE NAME OF ‘THE CITIZENS OF HENDON, FOUR
FIGHTER AIRCRAFT FOR BRITAIN'S AIR OFFENSIVE AT A COST OF £20,000

mmmmmwmﬂmmmm




11.10.6 Trade cards - front

VICKERS '"'WELLINGTON I'" BOMBER SUPERMARINE “SPITFIRE I" FIGHTER

8 Y
FAIREY “BATTLE' BOMBER




THIS SURFACE IS ADHESIVE. ASK YOUR
TOBACCONIST FOR THE ATTRACTIVE
ALBUM (PRICE ONE PENNY) SPECIALLY
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AIRCRAFT OF THE
ROYAL AIR FORCE

A SERIES OF 50

28
SUPERMARINE
** SPITFIRE I '* FIGHTER
The *‘Spitfire’’ is a single-seater
fighter monoplane in which many
of the lessons learned by Super-~
marine Aviation (Vickers), Litd.,
in producing high-speed sea-
planes for the Schneider Trophy
Contests, have been incorpor-

construction has been used. The
pilot’s coekpit is enclosed and a
retractable undercarriage is
fitted. Power is provided by a
Rolls-Royce ‘“Merlin’* 12-cyl-
inder liquid-cooled engine, and
the “Spitfire” has been claimed
to be the fastest military aero-
plane in the World. Perfor-
mance figares are not available.
The aircraft has a wing span of
37 feet and a length of 30 feet,
(Photo by courtesy of ** Flight").

ated. All-metal stressed-skin -

AIRCRAFT OF THE
ROYAL AIR FORCE

A SERIES OF 50

. 31
SHORT ** SUNDERLAND "*
FLYING BOAT

: The Short “‘Sunderland” is the
latest type of general purpose
flying boat to go into service
with the Royal Air Force. It isa
military development of the now
well-known Short “Empire’”
class which is widely used by
Imperial Airways. Four Bristol
“ Pegasus " engines are fitted
and although it is not permis-
sible to divulge details of per-
formance, it may be stated that
it has a much superior perfor-
mance to any similar type in
service use. The “‘Sunderland’”
has a wing span of 113 feet
9 inches and a length of 85 feet,
-4 inches. There is a crew of 6.

Replica Q

Replica Q

AIRCRAFT OF THE
ROYAL AIR FORCE

AIRCRAFT OF THE

. A SERIES OF 50

6
ARMSTRONG WHITWORTH
‘‘ WHITLEY " BOMBER
The “Whitley” is a low-wing
<cabin monoplane bomber of all-
metal construction, with a wing
span of'84 feet. The ‘“Whitley”
is provided with erclgsed gun-
turrets: at nose and tail, in
addition to a downward-firing
turret within the body, and has
a retragtable undercarriage. It
is built by the Sir W..G. Arm-
strong Whitworth Aircraft Co.,
and fitted with two Armstrong
Siddeley ““Tiger VIII or “IX"
engines of 880 h.p. each. The

Rolls-Royce “‘Merlin’* engines.
There is accommodation for
either 1 or 2 pilots and 3 or 4
other crew. The “Whitley’*
attains a speed of 192 m.p.h.
and has a range of 1,500 miles.

““Whitley IV” is fitted with .

. | This single-seater fighter, built

ROYAL AIR FORCE
A SERIES OF 50 =
3} i e
GLOSTER UNNAMED
FIGHTER

by the Gloster Aircraft Co., and
fitted” with .2 Bristol #*Mercury
IX” or “Perseus” engine, is of
recent introduction and its per-
formance figures are still secret.
It is a Iow-wing mornoplane with
monocdgue fuselage. The con-
struction is all metal and the
covering metal-stregsed skin - |
throughout, except for fabrice
covered rudder, elevators and
ailerons. The fin and rudder are
placed noticeably further for-
ward, relative to the tail plane,
than is usual. The aircraft has
a wing span of 38 feet 2 inches
and a length of 81 feet.

Replica q

Replica ‘ i

THIS SURFACE IS ADHESIVE. ASK YOUR
TOBACCONIST FOR THE ATTRACTIVE
ALBUM (PRICE ONE PENNY) SPECIALLY
PREPARED TO HOLD THE COMPLETE SERIES
—————o OLD THE COMPLETE SERIES
AIRCRAFT OF THE
ROYAL AIR FORCE

A SERIES OF 50

11
FAIREY ** BATTLE"*
BOMBER

This aircraft, produced by the
Fairey Aviation Co., Ltd., is a

low-wing monoplane bomber
with monocoque fuselage and
metal-skinned wing and tail sur-

THIS SURFACE IS ADMESIVE. ASK YOUR THIS SURFACE IS ADHESIVE. ASK YOUR
TOBACCONIST FOR THE ATTRACTIVE
- ALBUM (PRICE ONE PENNY) SPECIALLY
PREPARED TO HOLD THE COMPLETE SERIES.

THIS SURFACE IS ADHESIVE. ASK YOUR
TOBACCONIST FOR THE ATTRACTIVE
ALBUM (PRICE ONE PENNY) SPECIALLY
PREPARED TO HOLD THE COMPLETE SERIES

IHIS SURFACE IS ADHESIVE. ASK YOUR
TOBACCONIST FOR THE ATTRACTIVE
ALBUM (PRICE ONE_PENN') SPECIALLY
PREPARED TO HOLD THE COMPLETE SERIES

PREPARED TO HOLD THE COMPLETE SERIES

AIRCRAFT OF THE
ROYAL AIR FORCE

A SERIES OF 50

20
VICKERS ** WELLINGTON I
BOMBER
Of “Geodetic’ construction, this
aireraft is the firet twin-engined
machine to be built utilizing
this system, and is the subject
of a large Air Ministry order.
Performance figures are still
secret, but it is believed that
the range will be outstanding,
and the maximum speed very
high for an aircraft of this type.
It is ofsall-metal construction,
and features of the design are
the retractable undercarriage,
trailing edge flaps, and trimming.
“tabs on elevators and rudder.
Engines may be either Bristol
“‘Pegasus’ or ‘‘Hercules,” or
Rolls-Royce **Merlin,'”” A crew of
4 is carried. The *Wellington I’

AIRCRAFT_OF THE |

ROYAL AIR FORCE

A SERIES OF 5O

a7
MILES * MAGISTER "'
TRAINING AIRCRAFT
A low-wing trainer mionoplane
built by Phillips & Powis, the
Miles “Magister'” is fitted witha -
de Hayilland - *“ Gipsy-Major **
. engine of 130 h.p. Its lines are
notably graceful. The wing span
is 33 feet 10 inches and the
Iength-25 feet 3 inches. The._
- cockpitsare open and areset tan-
dem fashion, There are fall con-
trols and instruments, including
blind-fiying equipment. Like
other trainers, the * Magister *
is finished in a bright shade of
yellow, Trainer aircraft are
specially designed and fitted for
the highly important functions

AIRCRAFT OF THE
ROYAL AIR FORCE

AIRCRAFT OF THE
ROYAL AIR FORCE

' This mid-wing monoplane

-| - sists of 2 machine-guns. The

A SERIES OF 50

S
BRISTOL, *‘ BLENHEIM **
BOMBER

bomber, mainly of metal con-
struction, is fitted with two
Bristol “‘Mercury” engines and
with 3-bladed controllable-pitch
airscrews. Tt normally carries a
crew of 3. The armament con-

“Blenheim” has a retractable
undercarriageand its dimensions
are: wing span 56 feet 4 inches,
length 39 feet 9 inches and
height 9 feet 10 inches. The air-
craft, which is a product of the
Bristol Aeroplane Co., Ltd.,
attains a maximum speed of
279 m.p.h. and has a range of

A SERIES OF 50

27
HAWKER ‘* HURRICANE **
FIGHTER

This single-seater fighter is
probably the most discussed
type now in service. A “Hurri-
cane’ recently covered the 327
miles from Edinburgh to North-
olt in 48 minutes. The type
combines high speed with ease
of manceuvre and slow landing,
and the beautifully streamlined
design . gives an impression of
power that is confirmed by the
machine’s performance. The
““Hurricane” is a low-wing can-
tilever monoplane with a 40 feet
‘wing span, built by Hawker Air-
craft, Ltd. It is fitted with a
Rolls-Royce ““Merlin™ engine
developing 1,050 h.p. The arma-
ment consists of 8 machine-guns, -
mounted 4 in each wing.

faces. A feature of the fuselage
is the continuous transparent
fairing- over the cockpits which
accommodate the crew of 2.
A fixed machine-gun is mounted :
in the starboard wing and a free
gun in the rear cockpit. - The -
power unit is a Rolls-Royce
““Merlin” supercharged engine.
The ““Battle”” has a top speed of
about 257 m.p.h. and a normal
range of approximately 1,000
miles. The wing span is 54 feet
and the length 42 feet 4} inches.

Replica Q
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has a wing span of 86 feet and a

1,000 miles with full load.
length of 60 feet 9 inches. .

which they perform.

ALBUMS FOR PICTURE CARDS CAN BE
OBTAINED FROM TOBACCONISTS AT ONE PENNY EACH
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THE R A.F. AT WORK

A SERIES OF 48

30

WIRELESS OPERATOR TESTING
INSTALLATION

Modern service conditions in the Royal Air
Force usually demand that the crew of an
aeroplane be in constant touch with ground
stations by wireless, Wireless annmvamcn in
the service has therefore to be simple and
reliable. Wireless Operators have to be
capable of inspecting all wireless equipment
and of carrying out minor repairs in the
field. In this picture a Corporal Wireless
Operator is shown testing the set before
leaving the ground. In common with all
other equipment on an aeroplane, it is
essential that wireless apparatus be in first-
class order before a flight is made.
| T |

S Donnlina M
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FLIGHT MECHANIC EXAMINING
INSTRUMENT PANEL OF TEST BENCH

INSTRUMENT REPAIRER TESTING
(see Cards Nos. 9 to 1

In this picture an Instrument Re

shown checkin
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Replica &

g the calibration o
Replica &

speed indicator,
A SERIES OF a8

AIR-SPEED INDICATOR

An Instrument Re;
Force has to be caj

th

L

ALBUMS FOR PICTURE CARDS CAN BE

ALBUMS FOR PICTURE CARDS CAN BE
OBTAINED FROM TOBACCONISTS AT ONE PENNY EACH

THE R.AF. AT WORK
After overhauling an engine, Flight Mechanics

must run it in and test it thoroughly in the
test bench before fitting it to the aircraft,
To do so, the test bench must be equipped
with a complete set of the instruments that
indicate the conditions under which the
on the test bench prior to starting the engine.
Before the Flight Mechanic passes the engine
as fit for flight, he must make sure that it is
: capable ‘of producing its full power under
normal conditions. He is responsible to the
Fitter I for the power section of the aeroplane.

engine is working. Our picture shows a Flight
Mechanic examining the instrument panel

accurate as, with fas
is essential for the

air speed.
his navi

aeropl
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11.10.7 Postcards
11.10.7.1 Tomahawk

miles. Armament 6 M/Gs. Span 37ft. 3ins.

11.10.7.2 Hymn for the RAF

JUGHT FOR THE  QUIET
by PATIENCE STRONG

-

HyMN Edz THE RAE

Lord.hold them in thy mighty hand
Above the ocean and the land.
Like wings -of eagles mounting high
Along the pathways of the sky.

Immortal is the name they bear.
And high the honour that they share.
Until ‘a thousand vears have rolled
Their deeds of valour shall be told :

In dark of night and light of day.
God speed and bless them on their way:
And homeward safely guide each one

With glory gained and duty done.

Replica & Palience Strong.

Single-seat low-wing Army Co-operation
1,150 h.p. Allison liquid-cooled Engine. Top speed 338 m.p.h.

Length 31ft. 8ins.

CURTISS-WRIGHT TOMAHAWK
Reconnaissance Fighter.

Range 945
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11.10.7.3 Hawker Hurricane

L

HAWKER "HURRICANE " FIGHTER
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11.10.8 Taking Off! Booklet - cover

Replica .

% by NOEL MONKS

OUR AIRMEN IN THE MAKING
Illustrated with Authentic Photographs

Db, O

By NoeL Monks.

Flying in wartime belongs to Youth, and the
th of the British Empire have found a new
K:Iuagemdu:an' To the Royal Air Force and to
the Fleet Air Arm of the Royal Navy the youth of the
British Empire are flocking in their thousands, from

Capetown to London, Ll 1 to Mclboumc,
Brisbane to Toronto, Auckland to Mauritius. They
want to fly for Bntam A

me d in England and

great powerful engines are roaring a
symphony of speed and a thousmd whirring pro-
rellm tell th:txle of impatient youth at the controls,

Every day all over the F.mpuc, air cadets are
aloft in their training aircraft § for-tie i
proudest possession of any Brm.sh youth of to-day—
thcnqnmwhn:wmpofdxekoyalhrf‘orwor“’ T
thegold:nmngsd'theFlnetAuAm P

Grand to get into the uniform !’




Not all the gold in the world, nor all the influence
can buy you a pair of those wings and entitle you to
wear them, but any lad from 18 and upwards can
earn them, be he poor or rich, and once he has them
up, no one can take them from him.

Let us follow two boys who have just turned 18
and who have joined the R.A.F. and the Fleet Air
Arm respectively. We’ll call them Tony and Keith.
Tony has always been mad about speed (he was
riding his brother’s motor cycle when he was 16) and
he wants to be a Spitfire pilot, hurtling through the
air at 400 miles an hour. He enters the R.AF.
through the only door open in wartime—the ran-
ker’s door. He becomes an Aircraftsman Second
Class.

At the Initial Training Wing, where he spends
two months, he doesn’t see an aeroplane ! He’s
too busy getting fit, learning signalling, navigation,
identity of aircraft (ours and the enemy’s), but if he
has passed in all these things he finds himself at the
Elementary Flying Training School and the Big Day
comes when he climbs into a “ Tiger Moth > and
goes aloft for his first dual instruction in actual flying.

But he makes it ! Not quite a * three-pointer ’
as his instructor makes, but he is down intact. He’s
made his first  solo. He has to underline that
flight in red ink in his log book. Won’t dad be
pleased !

But there are many hours of “circuits and
bumps,” and much more studying before Tony
gets his wings.

At this stage in their training, Tony’s group are
singled out for fighter pilots and bomber pilots.
There’s not much difference. Some of the boys
have done tremendously well at navigation so they
become natural bomber pilots. They go. on to
another school to train on twin-engined Oxford
and Anson aircraft.

Tony passes on to and climbs into a Miles Master
fighter-trainer. Ah, this is better, Tony finds on
his first flip. The speed has gone up to 210 miles
an hour and you can “ do things > with this ship.
In fact you can do nearly all the things they do in
Spitfires—except hurtle along at 400 miles an hour.

‘When Tony has put in many more hours here
the Biggest Day of all comes. He gets his wings.

Of course, a Tiger isn’t a Spitfire, being something
like 300 miles an hour slower than our 1941 Spitfires,
but Tony doesn’t mind. He’ll soon be rocketing
along in a Spitfire. .

Big Day No. 2 comes when Tony is told by his
instructor : * She’s all yours, sonny.  Bring her
back in one piece !  Just like that !

With his heart in his mouth, but with a gleam of
determination in his eye, Tony opens the Tiger’s
throttle and it sails into the air for all the world
like a kite caught in a gust of wind. Tony will show
’em. This is the chance he has been waiting for.

He climbs up to 1,000 feet, straightens his trainer-
aircraft out and feels so fine that he starts singing.

Boy, this is fine ! ¢

He knows all his  banks’ and turns, and soon
he has done a circuit of the aerodrome as easy
as eating pie. Then he comes in to land. Tony’s
heart is in his mouth again because he can spoil
everything by a bad landing—not to mention his
health. He knows the instructor will “ wash him
out ” if he messes up his landing.

Lives depend upon mechanical perfection
and a perfect control. Cadets are soon absorbed in

the practical lessons.

Off home he goes on special leave to get his
officer’s uniform. ~ Acting Pilot-Officer Tony now,
if you please.

When his leave is up, Tony is “ posted ” for his
final  passing out.” This is a stiff course at an
Operational Training Unit and here he learns all the
tricks of the fighter pilot’s trade. He learns ad-
vanced aerobatics, how to shoot straight, how to
avoid being shot down, how to get out of tight
corners 30,000 feet in the air. He has a radio to
talk into, either to his pals in the air with him, or to
the ground. He has an oxygen outfit so that he
can breathe properly when he is tearing along at
great heights in pursuit of the enemy. He learns
to throw his “ ship  around the heavens as boxing
champions learn to throw medicine balls. Then
finally Tony passes out. The R.A.F. has another
fighter pilot, and a brand new sleek, deadly-looking
Spitfire is placed at Tony’s disposal.

Tony has come a long way since his motor-cycle
days. Tony is happy. 2
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What of Tony’s colleagues who went to be bomber
pilots > Well, one thing about them, they certainly
have a variety of aircraft to fly. From now on,
Tony sticks to his Spitfire, or, may-be he’ll be lucky
enough to get Britain’s newest and greatest fighter,
the Typhoon, the fastest and deadliest warplane the
world has ever seen. But the bomber boys—they
have a full dozen aircraft to master and the bigger
they are, the faster they get. Take the R.A.F.’s
Stirling bomber.  This is the biggest military
aircraft in operation in the world, yet they can
slip along at more than 300 miles an hour fully
loaded with bombs. Then there are the Welling-
tons, Whitleys, Hampdens, Halifaxes and Blenheims.
All of these are Britain’s front-line ” bombing
aircraft, to which can now be added the four-
engined American bombers the Liberators (formerly
Consolidateds) the twin-engined fighter-bombers,
the Bostons and the giant four-engined * Flying-
Fortresses.”

Some of Tony’s pals might be posted to Coastal
Command of the R.A.F. and they will handle the

In the Service they call the flying boats  Flyi
Porcupines bccau?; of their amazing dcfensiym‘v;
armament. They literally have guns sticking out
all over them, as the Nazis have found to their cost.

Just before the war I flew in one of these from
Marseilles to the Sea of Galilee in Palestine, via
Rome, Athens, Crete and Alexandria. It was like
sailing along in the heavens in a big luxury liner.
They were Britain’s most comfortable long-distance &
passenger aircraft in the good old days of peace.
Now they are doing sterling service with the R.A.F.
and instead of passengers and their luggage they
now carry bombs and ammunition. American
aircraft, Hudson reconnaissance-bombers, are also
doing fine work with the Coastal Command.

With Bomber Command the boys in Tony’s class
who, you will ber, shone at navigation will
have every opportunity of showing how good they
are, for the R.A.F. have long distances to fly to get
at the enemy. Trips of 1,600 and 1,800 miles into
Poland and back or down to Italy and back are
common, and these call for skilled pilots and navi-
gators. But whether you are a bomber or a fighter

And now the cadet gets the feeling of the
Link Trainer. Al the movements of the air—while
safely moored.

Keen eyes, too, for the types in flight.

great flying boats that, in peacetime, took happy
passengers to the four corners of the Empire . . . .
Durban, Singapore, India, Sydney. These boats
have done invaluable work patrolling our coasts,
“ looking-in ” at the Nazi invasion “ nests ” from
Norway down to Bordeaux, shepherding our ship-
ping convoys into port from away out at sea.

pilot the fact that you have your wings and are in
the R.A.F. signifies that you are among the élite of
Youth, flying for Britain. Your commission is for
the duration, so after the war, who knows? you
might be flying one of those big “ porcupines ” to
Australia. ~ Or, if you wish, you can carry on with
the RAF.

Not boy who enters the R.AF. becoml? a
pilot, and for every Tony who gets his wings there
are a dozen Bil]:?xlld Toms and Jacks who do not.
There have to be, because mechanics, gunners and
observers are just as important to the R.AF. as
are pilots and aircraft.

The R.A.F. has a technical superiority over the
whole world in aircraft, and it is superior, too, in
trained pilots, air crews and ground personnel.
Every man knows his job.

This efficiency in aircraft construction and in
trained personnel has given Britain her chance to
win the war. Without it, we could easily have lost.
The combination of the British Youth in the British-
built aircraft is unbeaten and unbeatable. Salute
to Tony and the thousands of whom he is a symbol.

Now let us look in on Keith. Remember, he
joined up with the Fleet Air Arm as an Ordinary
Seaman and he’s in for a thrilling time. Great
warships steaming along at full speed throwing up
clouds of spray . . . . big guns booming across the
foam-whipped sea . . . . the roar of aeroplanes high

Learning to control the life-saving parachute.
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overhead . . . . aircraft carrying deadly torpedoes
diving down almost to sea level letting go their
*“tin fish,” then zooming up out of range of the
warship’s many A.A. guns.

That’s the sort of life Keith has let himself in for.
But what a thrilling life for a boy of 18 !

However, Keith has had to go a long way before
he actually gets posted to an aircrl:(gl carrier, a
battleship or a cruiser.

He has fancied the Fleet Air Arm because he is
torn between two desires—to be a sailor and an
airman. In the Navy he can be both.

Like Tony, who joined the R.A.F., Keith doesn’t
see an aeroplane for some weeks. He is given a
bluejacket’s uniform (“ bell bottoms™) when he Jjoins
up and he is posted to a Royal Navy training
station to be taught—about the sea. He’s told he
is in the Royal Navy now and that although he is
going to become a pilot, he is first, last and always
a Navy man. There’s a lot in that, really, because
it puts the idea of tradition into his head. He has'
to do a lot of swotting next, like the R.A.F. cadets,
only the subjects include seamanship as well as

The machines are stripped for practical work
by the cadets. Ground staff work is a foundation of
RAF. efficiency.

navigation. Keith has to learn how to handle the
Admiral’s barge just as, later, he is going to handle
a Skua dive-bomber or a Fulmar fighter.

Keith’s Big Day No. 1 comes when he becomes a
Midshiy hangesintoa  sq ¢ (officer’s)
suit and is posted to H.M.S. So-and-So. Funny
thing about this ““ ship ”—it never goes to sea. In
fact it has never seen the sea ! It is, of course, an
aerodrome, run on Navy lines, just as a ship is run.
Bells toll out the hours, bo’suns blow their whistles
into loud speakers when orders are to be transmitted
and the rooms are “ cabins.” But essentially it’s an
aerodrome, and * ashore or afloat ” Keith is going
to learn to fly here. As an aerodrome it is the
same as any R.A.F. ’drome, but when you stand in
the operations room and look out on to the run-
ways, or stroll through the hangars, you see types
of aircraft you have never seen on an R.AF.
Station,

You see Skuas, Swordfish, Rocs, Fulmars, Gladia-
tors. But yes, there’s one familiar aircraft—the
Miles Master trainer fighter. But all the rest are
Navy planes.

Sitcing in a real plane. That's
progress—but nothing to the thrills that

are to come.

Learning the tactics of air

triumphs by the use of models.

Keith’s actual flying training is much the same as
Tony’s was in the R.A.F., but there are a lot of
*“side-lines  to Keith’s training. For instance, he
has to learn *“ deck ” landings, meaning that he has
to learn to land in the confined space of an aircraft-
carrier’s deck. For this purpose sections of the
acrodrome are roped off and the Middy-pilots have
to put their aircraft down on them to the very
fraction of a foot. A mistake and they’d be “ over
the side in the drink.”

Sharp-eyed Naval officers watch carefully and
check every landing, and not until they have been
made over and over do the pupil-pilots get an
opportunity to make a real deck landing.

That is Big Day No. 2 in Keith’s life.

Of course, on an aircraft carrier’s flight deck there
are special secret devices to “trip” an aircraft
immediately it lands, but even so it is a difficult
operation, especially as the deck may be heaving up
and down in the trough of big seas.

Keith wants to be a torpedo-bomber pilot, so his
training is done in the famous Swordfish aircraft.
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To launch a torpedo against an enemy ship the
Swordfish pilot hascompletely to disregard A.A.
fire as he manoeuvres his plane into position for the
attack. He has to come down to 50 feet, no more
than 200 yards away from the enemy ship (which,
as you can guess, is blazing away at it with all guns)
and then, just as he straightens out, he releases the

Practising deck landings on a special run-way.

The world-famed Spitfire in flight.

These are single-engined bi-planes that have amazed
the aviation world by their wonderful performances
in operation with the Royal Navy in this war. They
‘can carry heavy bombs or one very heavy torpedo,
and training in this branch of the Fleet Air Arm
calls for the most daring and expert pilots.

deadly torpedo. The aircraft has to be perfectl
level as the “ tin fish » is released. _Pc y

The Swordfish pilot then soars up into the air
with shells and bullets whistling all around him.
He circles over the doomed ship and watches the
havoc caused by his torpedo. Phew ! he might say,
that was a tough job. It IS indeed a tough jog.
There is none tougher in the flying business.

But young men all over the Empire are training
for just that job. It appeals to the British Youth.

Another tricky business the Fleet Air Arm pilot
has to master is the art of being catapulted into the
air from a battleship or a cruiser. This, too, calls
for the highest skill on the part of the pilot. Then,
when he has mastered all lll:uc tricks, Keith goes to
the Naval Staff College to learn—naval history !
Yes, Sir, every Fleet Air Arm pilot has to be well
up on his naval history. He must know the ins and

'

The look-out on the aircraft carrier’s flight deck.

outs of all the famous sea battles because it will
help him, probably, when his ships are engaged,
although it is only in this war that aircraft are
playing such an important part in naval warfare.

everyone, pilots, observers, mechanics and sailors
drop everything and all hurry to their “Action
Stations.” Far down below the flight deck first
Fulmar fighters are wheeled ‘on to the “lift ” then
Swordfish torpedo-bombers, and up they go to
the flight deck.

Keith and his pals are kitted and ready to climb
into their aircraft. They have been told : ““ Enemy
ships sighted Lat.—— Long.——" First the fight-
ers take off to gain altitude so that they can fly
above the Swordfish and protect them from possible
enemy fighters. Then off go Keith and his colleagues
in their torpedo-bombers.

All this has been going on behind the scenes. The
big guns of the battleships and cruisers, far ahead
now, have been blazing away at the enemy as
they tear after them at full speed, churning the seas
at their bows and sterns.

The Fulmar fighters, machine guns blazing furious-

ly, their propellers whining fiercely, have cleared the

air of enemy fighters and they signal the torpedo .

and dive-bombers to * come on in.” Then
the fun really starts. The sea is churned into a

Well, we have Keith a Sub-Lieutenant now,
posted to an aircraft carrier. He is at sea with the
Fleet, steaming quietly along at the rear, a protec-
ting destroyer forever hovering nearby.

Suddenly the orders “ flight quarters ” is blared
out to the furthermost recesses of the ship, and

At a British bomber scation. The
giant planes take off for a raid on enemy
cerritory.
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Pilots race to their machines to take off.

boiling foam by bombs that have whizzed down
close to the enemy ships and huge sea-sprouts
leap hundreds of feet into the air.

The torpedo-boys—real “ hell-dodgers”—now dive
down and release their cargoes of destruction. The
enemy ships make frenzied efforts to zig-zag out of
the way of the deadly torpedoes that seek to tear

them apart and send them to the bottom, but it is
no use. The Fleet Air Arm boys have, like their
comrades in the R.A.F., been too well trained to
miss, or to be put off by A.A. fire. It may take
several torpedoes to sink a big warship completely,
so the Swordfish fly off back to the carrier to load
up again.

Eventually the battle is won. The Navy’s guns
and the Fleet Air Arm’s bombs and torpedoes have
smashed the enemy squadron.

Back on the aircraft-carrier Keith relaxes in the
wardroom, thrilled to the teeth now that he has
been in his first action. He was a little scared of
the thought of it before, but what was it his instructor
said away back at that land station? Oh yes,
“ Sonny,” he had said “You won’t be able to
swallow because your heart will be in the way when
you set off on your first action, but after you have
been *baptised* you’ll feel fine. Remember, old
Father Neptune looks after sailor-airmen just as he
looks after straight sailors.” -

Salute to the flying Youth of Britain !

Their due reward. His Majesty
The King pins the Distinguished Flying
Cross upon a Pilot Officer.

Just back from a long night flight.

Sergeant John Hannah, 18 year old

V.C., in his gun cock pit.

His heroism

in extinguishing a fire in a bomber after a

raid is one of the epics of the RAF.

| %u'lwmw#m Bl

¢ The Navy’s Here”
By Captain Bernard Acworth, DS.O., R.N.

‘‘Eyes Right! The Army of
To-Day”’
By Captain A. O. Pollard, v.C,, M.C., D.CM

“With the R.EF.” By Noel Monks

‘‘Life in a Submarine”’
By Captain Bernard Acworth, D.S.0., R.N.

““The Home Front’’ By Cecil Hunt

General Editor : CECIL HUNT
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AIRMEN and airwomen and their friends will return after the war,
their tasks most nobly completed. ~What will they ask of the
State for which they gladly fought and toiled during the hour

of its peril? They will expect the leadership and ability, the energy
and courage which they displayed. They will i i
which they and their forbears have won—land as well as a house.

We for one see no difficulty in this and will hear of none. The
British Commonwealth disposes of millions of square miles of rich
territory—much of it held in trust for faded ideologies. Why not
permit our fighting men to own and farm some of this superb land ?

Only one policy can deny them the heritage their forebears won and
which they have so gallantly defended. It is that our Elder Statesmen
will seek to re-create the pre-war era. Some of them are beginning to
do so. Hence our fears and here our warning.

Instance, the Morganthau monetary plan heralds a return to the gold
standard, which can but favour those who now have gold. History
proclaims that this happens during every war. Towards the end of the
Napoleonic Wars in 1810, Ricardo’s Bullion Committee came to a
similar decision. Gold and silver were introduced in 1818 and 1821,
Collapse followed four years later. For decades unemployment and
poverty wererife. In 1917 and 1919 the Cunliffe Commission advocated
a return to the gold standard. It was applied in 1925. Earl Baldwin
negotiated the American Loan on this basis. Disaster attended six
years later, followed by widespread unemployment. Are we in danger
of repeating history ?

Pitt’s paper money, based on production and not on gold, enabled
us to win the Napoleonic Wars. Hitler rose because he abandoned
gold in favour of production. We have been forced to follow suit.

‘We most earnestly beg our leaders not to tie us up to old-fashioned
ideas ; instead to use their energies to syndicate the Dominions and
Empire together as an economic whole, our trade and prosperity based
on production, our outlook in the air, all of us mobile. We need fear
no one save the dead-beats among ourselves.

God save the King! God bless Winston! Bat, for God’s Asn.ke,
plan the Commonwealth’s future in the grand manner, on
production not gold. 2 5
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Views of the World

Fascist Frauds

Fascists elements in Argentina are
changing their aggressive tune now the
U.S. have pepped up their diplomacy.
America has seen the red light (which

. means the black shirt) in time. The

pro-German minority in Buenos Ayres
are not convincing as embryo Liberals.
The United States will not be fooled
by a turned suit.
Gallant Greece

In the general chaos of world dis-
order, the desperate plight of the Greeks.
is apt to be overlooked, with reference to
starving Greeks as though the two words.
had always been synonymous. Affairs
can be judged by the recent action of
the Nazi Government allowing eight
neutral ships to carry grain from Canada
to Greece. UNRA’S priority job in
Furope will be the rescue of Greece
from its tragedy.
Hang the Lot

Himmler has a hang over’ might
be the caption to Germany’s latest
craze of dishonouring their officers and
‘handing them over to the people to die.
It has a suspicious flavour of the
guillotine in France a century and a half
ago, except that now necks must be
stretched to save the Nazi leaders.
‘Time honoured fashion of all revolting
peoples decrees that gentle folk should
be the first to die. istocrat and the
officer class versus the S.S. There is
the approaching set up. The 8.8, will

undoubtedly have a wild success for a

time, against the more orthodox leaders.

By ¢ Secret Service’

Leadership

After two decades of incredible
blunders, some of which many among
us_pointed out before the war, the
British Commonwealth found its natural
Ieader from among one of us. Through
his own brilliant personality he
saved riot -only Great Britain, but the
Commonwealth, and indeed the whole
civilised world, from eventual conquest
by the most martial race of all time.

Our Prime Minister is in need of no
praise from anyone. He has made
mistakes and he knows it. Fortunately
they have been small ones, which is a
tribute to his greatness. On all the

main issues he has been unfailingly
right.

Dominions and Empire vy -orscas sivman

CANAD.

H.M. The King’s visit to R.C.A.F.

I learn that the King’s visit to the

adian Air Force was a great success.
He decorated upwards of 150 of their
flying men for gallantry. Nearly all
their awards were since D Day. His
Majesty expressed his great admiration
of the work done by the Canadian air
crews and recalled the happy visit which
he and the Queen paid to Canada shortly
before the war. ,

Aircraft Record. Aircraft pro-
duction figures, issued by the Canadian
Government for the ﬁmd;dmel’a show
that in the five years preceding the war,
aircraft plants in Canada produced
about 40 aeroplanes a year, and never
employed many more than 1,000
persons,  Altogether, plants occupied
a floor area of about 500,000 sq. feet.

During the war, the aircraft industry
became the biggest single industry in
Canada. Output jumped to 846 air-
craft during 1940, reached 1,697 during
1941, 3,811 during 1942, and 4,133 for
1943. Floor area was expanded to
14,000,000 sq._ feet. LR

‘Value of the industry’s production is
given as 42 million doliz
100 millions for 1941, 21 I
1942 and 341 million dollars in 1943.
Employment in the industry rose
around 16,000 in 1940 to nearly 122,765
in 1943. ;

Victoria Cross

First R.C.AF. flier awarded the
Victoria Cross in this war was Flight
Lieutenant David Ernest Hornell, of
Ontaria, Skipper of a Coastal Com-
mand Catalina flying boat, with a
Canadian crew, F/Lt. Hornell attacked

for 1939-40 3
milions for

Air Commodore the Right
Winston Churchill, P.C., M.P.
Among his most happy inspirations

were the flights he made to America

and Africa, Russia and Persia.

Although he inspired us all to win
the Battle of Britain four years ago, it is
in the general strategic pian of the war
that he has achieved his great claim to
fame. Faultless planning by the team
under his leadership over a long period,
has put the war in the bag; where a
wrong decision of either time or place,
man or method, might have proved
disastrous.

Four of the greatest battles in all
history will be closely associated with
the name of Winston Churchill, They
are the Battles of Britain, the Atlantic,
the Mediterranean, and of Europe.
For he has contributed more to them all
than has any other, incidentally largely
because of the air power he placed at
the hands of his air leaders, generals,
and admirals.

2

F|Lt. Hornell, V.C.

number of Australians are serving in the
R.A.F., with conspicuous gallantry. It
is no enggmﬁeﬁxm 0 say ﬂ( t;cig part
in the great pire’ Air Training
Scheme has been a colossal success.

The ‘Aussie airmen’ have com-
pletely captivated the British people.
Their quiet, but determined manners,
their fine physique, and above all their

eat personal charm and virility as men
%xnve ‘won them a great reception. The
British people will ever remember the
men from dewn under’
qualities, and for many pleasant and
héppy memories of some of the finest
ﬁgﬁﬁng ‘men of all time.

and sank a Nazi submarine in the North

Atlantic, despite the fact that his aircraft

was shot down in flames in the furious

battle put up by the U-boat before it

‘went under.
‘The.

A De Haviland ad-
vertisement discloses that Mosquito
production indBéi(ain and _Cnn;dn “f
now augmented by a mounting flow of

omb from the

V.C. was awarded
for F/Lt. Hornell died with two other
members of his gallant crew, after 21
terrible hours in the water before
rescue came. During this time he did
his utmost to save their lives.

‘To the five survivors awards of one
D.S.0., two D.F.C.’s and two D.E.M.’s
were made. The two sergeants who
perished with Hornell were given
mentions in despatches, since the V.C.
is the only award that can be give
posthumously.  Hornell’s V.C. was
intended as much for him as for all the
‘members of the crew, for their brave
and successful attack, and their sub-
sequent ordeal.

AUSTRALIA

Not only does Australia have a now

vast air force of its own, but a large

Mosquito  fight
company’s Australian plants.
Beaufighter. The first Australian
Bristol Beaufighter has been handed
over to the Royal Australian Air Force,
12 months after the manufacturing
data began to arrive from the U K.
es have been made to the
original Beaufighter design to meet
operational requirements in the Pacific.

NEW ZEALAND

The A.T.C. proceeds apace from the

foundations laid in 1939. By January
1941 over 4,000 cadets were under in-
he number has since

increased remarkably. :
A great many New Zealanders are
serving in all branches of the R.A.F.
They have distinguished themselves
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Then and Now

Pugnacious Dittmar, German com-
mentator No. 1, compares Thomas
Atkins, models 1914 and 1944. He
says: “The enemy has gained much
experiencé and has created, with the
utmost tenacity of purpose, an arma-
ment potential of incredible material,
scope and unquestionable quality.”
‘Thanks a lot, Dittmar !
Danish Restoration

Agricultural Denmark’s future de-
pends upon the economic objective
foreshadowed in the Atlantic Charter.
Gigantic problems face her as a result
of the German occupation, Prime is
live-stock re-population.
The Colonies

Too often dismissed with a few
words, the great British colonies are
every whit as much part of the Common-
wealth as any of the Dominions. Their -
record is terrific, our regard for them
immeasurable.

at they need, however, is not

praise, but a go-ahead policy post-war,
which will enable them to develop their
resources. The land, although held in
trust for the natives, must be released on
99 year leases to our fighting men all
over the Empire ; so that three ends
may be served :

(x) Opportunity may be given to

our youth.
(3) ~The lands may be developed for
the natives and with their help.
(z) We may recreate ourtrade and
prosperity.

A Radio Station—Afler Bombing

beyond praise and have earned the
deep respect of Commonwealth men
everywhere, including notably * Bomber
Harris.”

Among the very distinguished air
leaders who have already achiéved a
place in history, New Z ders may
claim Air Marshal Sir Arthur (‘Maori’)
Coningham, and Air Marshal Sir Keith
Park. They have also had a fine row of
Air Force officers in high places out
These include their distin-

Dominion. Form

taff included Air Vice Marshal the

Honourable Ralph Cochrane, Air Vice

Marshal *Dingbat’ Saunders, and

Air Vice Marshal Victor Goddard.
SOUTH AFRICA

A well-known South African pilot
was recently posted as missing. He
was Major J. E. Frost, D.F.C. and bar,
He had destroyed 15 of the enemy and
possibly destroyed 10 others, At one
time he was called the “One a Day *
‘man by his brother officers.

South Africa uses army ranks for
their Army Air Force. Colonel Ia.ﬂﬁi
D.S.0., D.F.C., is another of their
great leaders. He it was who first took
the Spitfire Wing into Italy.

Apart from their own squadrons
there are 700 South Africans serving
with the R.A.F. They have gained
nearly 100 decorations.

A 25-acre site near Johannesburg is
being _developed as a terminal for
helicopter services which will link the|
environs of the great city with the
business and hotel districts.
is 250 feet above the ground level.

INDIA

The Indian Air Force is playing a
praiseworthy part in the defence of ‘ our|
brightest jewel.’” Started many years|
‘efore the war they now have built up a
powerful and promising organisation.

What matters most, however, is that
India should become a stable country ;
enjoying the confidence of the other
Dominions and the world ; able_to
guarantee her own internal security ;
a partner in progress. Many people
believe that men of good will can be
found to bring this about over the space|
of a few years.

Wavell, Gandhi, and Jinnah are not
just names. They are responsible
leaders, all with strong
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The Air Marshals

WWE jave to thank heaven that the great leaders of

the RAF. found their way to the top early

in the war for them to make their mark

on the roll of events, In this the first, and we hope the last,

of the three dimensional wars, a proud posterity will surely
‘proclaim them among the greatest airmen of all time.

By their abilities over a long period they well merit the

high place they will have in history. For these are in part

every phase of the war.

They would be the first to acknowledge the debt they
and the whole country owe to their Master—Marshal of the
R iscount Trenchard—for it was his vision and
character which gave Great Britain her separate Air Force
and made our success in the air possible.  Thanks to him
our air power for the most part operates independently on

an air plan, thereby able to play its vital part to help our

as much the victors of the air, land, and sea battles as any
others. They are the men who forged and fought the great
air forces which have undoubtedly played a decisive part in

Sir Charles Portal, G.C.B., D.S.0., M.C. Sir Arthur Tedder, G.C.B.

Marshal of the R.A.F. Sir Charles
Portal, G.C.B., D.5.0., M.C., is far more
behind the scenes in the air war than is
generally realised. No man is better
qualified by his Service record and by
his character and abilities to lead the
R.A.F. He has neither sought the
limelight nor had it thrust upon him.

A most gallant Officer in the last war,
and a bomber pilot he won the D.S.0.
twice, and the M.C. with the R.F.C.

At the outbreak of war he was Air
Member for Personnel. He has been
Chief of the Air Staff throughout the
last years, and has thus been responsible
for the policy and plan of the air war as
well as for the vast organisation and
administration behind it.

¢ Peter Portal,” as he is known among
his close friends, stands exceptionally
‘high in the esteem of his brother officers.
Success beyond all praise has attended
his stewardship.

Between the wars he twice secured

Air Chief Marshal Sir Arthur
Tedder, 6.c.B., is the next of our trio of
greatest modern air leaders of the war,
and by no means the least among them.

Sir Arthur, or the © Chief,” as he is
called by his own staff, is uncommonly
able not only in the field, but at the con-
ference table and among his contem-
poraries, He the remarkable
capacity of being able to let his
colleagues do things in their own way—
which somehow or other invariably
turns out to be the way he would have

sen,

There are those who say that it was in
reality Tedder who deserves much of
the credit for the victory of Alamein, of
Tunisia, and of Sicily. He would be
the last to think about it and the first to
“hand it* to his collaborators,

In him we have that rare combination
of charm with ability, knowledge with
method, patience with speed. His

lamein became

friends in the factories and offices at home, and our Armies
and the Mercantile Marine and the Royal Navy abroad,
o win the war for us all.

« Sir Arthur Harris, G.C.B., 0.B.E., A.F.C.

Air Chief Marshal Sir Arthur Harris,
G.C.B., 0.B.E., A.F.C,, is the invigorati
driving force behind Bomber Comm;-:g
of which he has been Commander-in
Chief throughout the last three years of
the war. History will probably show
that he, more than any other one in-
dividual, changed the whole face of the
war. Among the practical steps he took
to bring his command to be the tre-
mendous war-winnis force it has
undoubtedly been, were the path-

inder technique, * saturation _tactics,
photographic _records of bomb plots,
and the use of the incendiary bomb,

“ Fire-Raiser Harris ” is that human
combination'essential to success in the
art of war, aman of character and ability,
cnergy and drive. Both Russia an
ourselves owe our present good fortune
very largely to the industry and skill,

e determination and superb courage
of that very gallant band which  Our

the blue riband of the bomber crews,
the Lawrence Minot Trophy.
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“*To the devil with history!

WAR is a national undertaking and those responsible
for its conduct must adopt a national outlook.
To develop such an outlook we must start
from an examination of first principles, and many honest
attempts have been made and are being made to-day to do
503 but most of these have been doomed to failure be-
cause in recent years we have unconsciously chosen the
wrong “first principle  as the foundation of our research,
‘We have in fact skipped a stage in the process of logical
reasoning.

The cause of this is not far to seek. The predominant
characteristic of our country, that we had many years ago
to consider, was the geographical characteristic—we were an
Island Power as opposed to a Continental Power. In those
days it was logical and proper to conclude that we must,
therefore, be primarily a Sea Power, since the sea was the
only usable medium of approach to other countries.
the basis of sea power we expanded from an Island Power to
a Maritime Empire, with our island as the ‘mainspring of our
strength. From this our reasoning advanced, again rightly,
to the conviction that naval power was our first requirement
because without it we could neither defend ourselves nor
keep our maritime empire together. - Nor could we develop
the offensive. ~We realised, once more rightly, that every-
thing else had to be subordinated to the attainment and
maintenance of naval power. But, sound as this reasoning
was at the time, its influence on our minds has lasted too
long—so long indeed that we have allowed ourselves to
mistake the need for naval power for a first principle when
in reality it was nothing of the sort.  In fact many of us have
forgotten why it had ever appeared to us in that light,

A First Principle

. The first principle on which we must base our reasoning
is that of island power just as it always has been, because,
although our island is now only a small part of the terri-
tories for which we are responsible, it is still the heart of our
empire—the corner stone on which the whole imperial
structure depends. But if we start thinking all over again
we realise at once that there is now another usable element
besides the sea between us and our neighbours ;and between
us and our dominions and colonies ; and that we can no
longer regard the terms island power, sea power, and naval
power as synonymous. We bvekin addition to reckon
with air power. So let us go back to inni

startafresh. £ ejbosinning and

re-
presenting the interests of millions.
I believe they may well lay the founda-
tions of a new India on sound lines.

As an Island Power we are presented with certain
1t and certain ‘e have to combat

the disadvantages and exploit the advantages. The dis-
advantages may be described as the factors which impose

Boston Tea Party at
his famous Tunisian °carpet.” .No
Aladdin conjured more than has he.

What is the problem ?*’

 Heavy freight aircraft arc be

Ber,” as he has been affectionately
called, has the honour so ably to
ead.

—Von Frangois (1659)

ISLAND POWER

by a Correspondent

pon us the need to use a portion of our forces defensively
and may be stated broadly, in terms of our dependence upon
oversea ications and of the ility of the
highly congested and limited area of our vital island to air
attack by forces within easy range. The advantages lic in
the fact that in spite of the advent of air power we can still

preserve, in the heart of our empire, a large measure of
security against invasion and therefore have a comparatively
secure basc for the development of offeasive operations
of all sorts.

As regards the defensive use of our forces, the first
requirement is to keep open our external communications,
The principal medium for the transportation of supplies is,
and will long remain, the sea, since the merchant ship is the
only type of vessel capable of carrying the necessary load,

: ginning to supplement, but will
never replace it, and for a long time ahead we shall have to
rely principally upon the ship. In this respect; therefore,
mh:]]em developments have as yet brought about Tittle
change.

Air and Naval Forces Complementary
The same cannot, however, be sdid about the protection

of the merchant ship. This was, by-the nature of things,

tion of aircraft. In fact, in the light of experience in this
war we must go further and concede that the leading part
in anti-submarine operations is now played by air power and
that the role of co-operation is often assigned to naval
forces rather,than to aircraft.  We have, then, to conclude
that so far as the protection of sea-borne trade is concerned
we have already reached a stage at which air and naval
forces are at least complementary.

In the second defensive requirement, namely, the
protection of our island base against air attack, the Na
can play no part, except in 5o far as it is able to add the
power of its anti-aircraft guns to those of the Army, which
has the main responsibility for this particular weapon. Up
to now the principal means of defence against air attack has
been fighter aircraft, and although revolutionary improve-
ment may some day be seen in the effectivencss of anti-
aircraft technique, it seems that it will be some time before
anti-aircraft weapons can be re as anything more
than an a to fighter aircraft. In this realm of
defence, therefore, air power may be said to be the primary
arm.




The Offensive Aspect
el In defence against invasion all three services
'y have important parts to play, airborne in-
vasion being principally the concern of air
and land forces, and sea-borne invasion that
n‘f air, land, and naval forces. In each class

though with a bias towards air forces, since against unbroken

the only offensive weapon which can take the war into the.
enemy’s country without the preliminary establishment of
overseasbases. It therefore gives us the opportunity to
exploit immediately the second of the two advantages
conferred upon an Island Power, namely, the possession of a
relatively secure base for offensive operations of all sorts ;

ecause, i e development of a land offensive, air
bombardment can be initiated at a time when it is quite

air power invasion, whether sea or air-borne, is

As regard the offensive use of our forces, we, as an
Island Power, have to consider three main varieties, namely,
first, the exercise of blockade on cnemy sea-borne tr
and the attack of his naval forces at sea; second, the
launching of a land expeditionary force in an overseas
theatre ;. and, third, air bombardment.

In the first of these the Navy now suffers from severe
restriction of the freedom of action of its surface forces
except in the open sea and out of range of shore-based air-_
craft, Men-of-war, however powerful, cannot approach a
hostile coast for any purpose in the face of well organised
shore-based air opposition, unless they can operate under
adequate fighter ion. This, in such cis

to any other form of offensive
operation. To extend the scope of air bombardment it may
be possible to establish advanced air bases in enem:
occupied territory and in this the combined efforts of il
three services will be needed. :

There are those who believe that an unlimited bomber
offensive is capable by itself of forcing a decision, Therc
are probably as many who believe that it cannot do this,
but that the final victory must be won by the occupation of
the enemy country by land forces. We need not argue this
pointbecause, whichever theory is right, a full scale
bombing offensive will always be essential.

cannot be provided by carrier-borne aircraft which are
technically inferior to their land-based counterparts and are
committed to operating from a relatively nsecure base. The
advent of air power has thus placed a serious limitation
upon the offensive use of surface naval forces, with the result
that air forces are now required to take an increasingly
active part in the attack of enemy merchant shipping in
order to make blockade effective. The same applies to the
attack of naval units which likewise can often only be
attacked from the air. As regards the submarine, the
restrictions imposed by air power on its offensive activities
have already been dealt with, but the present war also
shows how its offensive value can be enhanced by co-
operation of reconnaissance aircraft. In all offensive
operations at sea, therefore, naval and air power are again
complementary.

The Combined Operation

In the launching of a land expeditionary force we have.
in spite of the increasing use of air-borne forces, still to
look to the ship as the principal means of transport. But
the protection of the force en route and during its estab-
lishment on. enemy shores is dependent upon both air and
naval power. The first requirement is the establishment

legre
over the areas of transit and disembarkation, which is the
business of air power alone. Secondly, there is the close -
grotecﬁon of the force on passage. This must be shared
y air and naval power which again act defensively and are
complementary. Thirdly, once the land force s established
ashore and ready to start offensive land operations, it still
requires both the protective and the striking power of air
forces to support its offensive ; it still requires to be main-
tained across its sea lines of communication, which is once
more the combined concern of naval and air forces. At this
stage, therefore, sea and air power are still complementary,
each making a highly important contribution to an offensive
operation in which land forces are playing the leading role.
From the above it must be concluded that the war at sea
is no longer purely a question of naval power. It is not
even predominantly so. It may well be that air power will
become the predominant partner before we are very much
older—if indeed that stage has not been reached already.

Air Bombing as a Policy
In strategic air bombardment we find a sphere in which
e arm can in certain circumstances operate without
- the immediate assistance of the other two. It is, in fact,

Tradition can be a Liabilit
The second general objection is that in the
amalgamation of the three fighting services
there would be a danger of destroying long
established and honourable service tradi-
tions of which every officer is rightly proud.
But this argument can hardly be said to hold

# water. There seems to be no valid reason
why members of a_combined service should not share
the traditions created in the past by its individual
branches.

tions set up separately by the R.N.A.S. and the R.F.C.

in the last war are looked uportby all the older officers, who

once belonged to one or other of the two services, as their
common property, and these traditions, though of much

‘more recent origin, are no less strong and no less jealously

-ded than those of the Navy and Army.

Moreover, traditions may bé a two-edged weapon. They
naturally pander to human weakness, and the mere fact that
they can be claimed as the prerogative of one or other
service,initselftends to actas a stimulus to an atmosphere og

an
In fact the existence
well prove on balanice to be
a factor in favour of the establishment of a single fighting

three over the question of priorities.
of scparate service traditions may

force rather than an argument a
‘hese ai

sound no practi

In the Royal Air Force to-day the tradi-

gainst it. :
nd many other practical difficulties of a minor or
less general nature must be expected. No fundamental

e can be effected without them. But if a principle is
ical difficulties must be allowed to interfere

A i Operations

In the present struggle against Germany, for example,
we have not in fact relied upon air bombardment alone to
obtain a decision. We have preferred.the older method of
sea-borne invasion by land forces to combine with Russia

- in the defeat on land and ultimate occupation of Germany.

of sea communications and the security of our bases;
there is still the need to launch land expeditionary forces
across the seas 3 there is still the need to develop the bomber
offensive against Japan just as soon as suitable bases can be
s It may be a long process. Owing to the great
distances involved it may increase the use of carrier-borne
aircraft until the radius of action of shore-based airc

has been sufficiently improved, and it may offer more
opportunities for offensive action by surface naval forces in
waters out of shore-based air range. But our basic problem
is still primarily that of the Island Power and not of the
Continental Power, and the ing principles in the
development of our armed forces remain the same.

Air. Land, and Sea Power

From the foregoing very brief review of the
principal tasks of the three services we can
draw the conclusion that naval power now
shares the successful fulfilment of its principal
roles with air power. Land forces, in fulfill-
ing their principal role, are dependent first
upon the creation of a favourable situation
which can be produced in air

and naval forces acting in a

Air forces can fulfi their principal roles
the acti peration of the army and
i ion of either

supporting role.
i with

But there was never any question that the in
the West of a force powerful enough to o this could only be
achieved after the fighting cfficiency of the German war
machine had been seriously It was unthi

ively without the i P

naval or land forces, but are dependent from the long term

point of view upon their own and naval efforts for their
i through the security of sea communications.

that we should be satisfied to leave this weakening ess
to our Russian allies, and so fail to exploit to the full the
ialities of peration between a great i

Power and a great Island Power, as we have had to do
throughout history. The only way in which we could take
our full share in the process was through our bomber
offensive. _This was methodically developed over many
months. The Ruhr was attacked in ever-increasing force.
Industrial activity was severely hampered, and the weaken-
ing process bégan, to the great general advantage of both
ourselves and the Russians.  Then as the day of the Western
invasion approached, the weight of the Bomber offensive
was directed specifically against the enemy’s Air Force,
since it constituted the most serious impediment to a
successful landing. In the event, the onslaught on his
airfields and on his aircraft and other related industries,
virtually nullified as an effective fighting force one vital
element in his war machine, and gave us that air supremacy
without which the invasion of German Occupied Europe
in the West would have been impossible. The Bomber
offensive, therefore, became (as- it always will become) a
stark necessity, whether capable of winning the war-by.
itself or not.

‘The Bomber offensive is the business of air power alone,
and the extent to which it can be developed is dependent
only upon the size and efficiency of the bomber force which
can operate from the comparatively limited space available
in this country (and from such advanced bases as may be
secured in enemy territory) and can be maintained with all
its needs, for many of which it must rely upon the security of
our sea communications.

The Pacific Problem

It may appear that the arguments advanced thus far are
appropriate only to the European and not to the Far
Eastern war. But, although the problems of the two wars
are vastly different, the differences are in degree rather than
in principle. There is still the need to maintain long lines

A Cond of an a
Marshal Foch s said to have complained that, as
Supreme Commander of the Allied forces in
France in 1918, his position was little more
than that of the conductor of an orchestra.
‘ Surely he used the simile wrongly, and we can
turn it to better account. In the first place no
\ man in the world has such complete authority
over the body of men he directs as has the con-
ductor of an orchestra, Secondly, the good conductor,
although not necessarily able to play every instr -
ment himself, has an exact sense of the value of each
group of instruments, knows just when one group should
predominate and another give way, and can concentrate the
whole force of his perfectly trained team at the right
moments to ensure the best interpretation of the music he is
playing. This he can only achieve by long and intelligent
study. He is, in fact, musically, fully educated and is
competent for his great task. If we, by education, can
produce supreme commanders as highly qualified in the
control and direction of fighting forces as the conductor is
in the control and direction of his orchestra we shall come
very near to our goal.
These are practical propositions and the opportunity
is coming to put them into effect. Bitter experience has
taught us the evils of prejudice and uni i com-

Thus it will be seen that the activities of the three fighting
services, as they at present exist, are inextricably bound up
with one another, and the technique of tactical co-operation
between two or of them pales before the much bigger
problem of priorities in the production and use of all the
various weapons to be developed in pursuance of a sound
national strategy. The answer to this problem of priorities
is the key to the whole situation. Industry cannot be
switched ‘overnight from the production of one type of
weapon to that of another. Once committed, through a
wrong_appreciation of strategic priorities, to the wrong
plan of production, it takes a long time to readjust itself to
the right one. Mistakes in balancing priorities in the
production of weapons will lead to similar mistakes over
priorities in their use. We still hear it said, for instance,
that Coastal Command have been starved of the aircraft
best suited to anti-submarine operations in order to provide
for the expansion of Bomber Command. Exponents of
this theory forget that Coastal Command, in its fight against
the U-Boat, is engaged on defensive strategy, and for this
there can never be any justification to employ more than the
‘minimum force required if the proper emphasis is to be laid
on offensive strategy. This principle has been amply
vindicated by the trend of events in recent months, bothin
the anti-submarine war and in the bomber offensive. But

e same exponents also forget that protagonists of the
bomber offensive may argue, with at least equal justice, that
had less time, money, and energy been devoted to the
production of battleships there would have been available,
not only more aircraft for the bomber offensive, but also
more to do the work of Coastal Command without unduly
encroaching upon offensive needs.

Bombers or Battleships

It is not the purpose of this paper to pass judgment on the
policy of building battleships or even necessarily to suggest
that of the two i bomber and battleship-
we gave too much weight to the second one. It is, rather,
intended to cite an example of a decision on which there was
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considerable controversy at the time and which in the event
did, rightly or wrongly, put a serious brake on the develop-
ment of the bomber force before the war. It is probably
fair t0 say, however, that the failure to resolve differences of
opinion on this point may have been due largely to a wide-
spread lack of understanding of national strategical needs,
and this is what we must avoid at all costs in the future,

It is human nature, and therefore inevitable, that so long
as the three services exist as separate entities it is difficult
for the heads of any one service to forego the urgent re-
quirements of the other two, and it is only possible to ensure
a true national outlook in the minds of all senior serving
officers by regarding the three services as one fighting force.
This can probably be fully achieved only by the proper

o . If the three ser-
vices are to operate as one fighting force it is only logical
that the political and civil heads responsible for their
direction should be similarly cducated. The same princi-
ples must therefore be taught in all educational establish
ments which have to do with producing men who are to take
part in the civil government of the country, its forei

policy, and its civil services. 3 s

One Fighiing Force

So far as the fighting services are concerned the ideal may
be mate the three existing servicesinto one fighting
force, operating under one Chief of Staff and ‘wearing the
same uniform.

To such an ideal there are naturally many practical
objections of which two are probably the most pertinent and
comprehensive. First there is the commonly advanced
theory that it would create many Jacks of all trades and
masters of none. But this is a hasty and fallacious con-
clusion. Tt will obviously be necessary for the individual
officer to specialise in one branch of a combined service,
just as specialisation is now necessary within each of the
present three services.  But this will not prevent him from
cducating himself on general lines in the function and
operation of all branches provided he starts early enough.
Senior officers have to-day to take supreme command of
mixed forces and the only reason why it is so difficult to

ose officers qualified to do so is that they have, during
their most impressionable years, been educated exclusively

their own respective services

within the narrow limits of
and have been unable at a more advanced age to shake off
the restrictions thus imposed upon their outlook. This

e of criticism is often levelled particularly at the Naval
fficer, and the reason given is that he starts his naval
education at the tender age of 13. There is probably some
justice in this. But if Dartmouth, instead of confining its
teaching to naval matters and restricting its entry to pros-
pective naval officers, were to become one of a number of
colleges common to all the fighing forces and to appropriate
civilian departments—in fact to all concerned with national

d ifits ‘were to b
there would be a great deal to be said for the principle of

“ catching ’em young.”
This is only one tentative suggestion for the readjustment
our present service educational system. There are
undoubtedly other, and possibly better, means of securing
the same end.  Some think that the Cadet College should
20 and that direct entry from public and secondary schools,
i i uld

W
achieve better results, There will, too, always have to be
opportunities for promotion from the ranks. But the
important point is the principle of carly and comprehensive
education. So long as this principle is kept in the forefront
of our educational planning we should not go wrong in our
method of applying it.

AIR AFFAIRS ., -qu.

MARTIAL
What is the Problem ?

A pecp imtothe future, with one eye on the past,

portends that the next war will start where this leaves

off.  All manner of new weapons are already on the

tapis, many of them robot. Remote control of flying

bombs and rockets, tanks and ships, promises a world in

which mankind will live dangorously wnderground and
.. . . mankind,

make life hell on earth for .

cal arguments end_ thesis, diplomacy and treaics,
i <
the law, they are made to be broken, and in our heart of

Logic
will not make much difference. They never have.

hearts we know it,
T offer the following important conclusions.

First, air power, as the prime agent to win this war, has
But will it
win the next ? Weapon power will decide future wars, if the
‘human race is mad enough to indulge in them. This means

occupied the position of sca power in the last.

petition. We must free oursclves from the slough of
crooked thinking in which we have been struggling for 50
Tong and with such honest and misguided endeavour. We
‘must dispel for ever the atmosphere of ignorance, suspicion,

with its_application unless they are quite

writer believes that the principle of a single fighting
force is sound and that none of the practical difficulties are

insurmountable.

The New Idea

No doubt the complete fulfilment of the ideal will (%ge

i LR
have after all had to go through many stages in order even
to arrive at a clear conception of the ideal of national
service. ‘The most important and revealing stage was the
creation and_development of the Royal Air Force as a
separate service, for without this the true meaning of air
power would never have been understood, and it is the
understanding of air power that has opened our eyes and
shown us the fallacy of the sea or naval power, as opposed
The people of the British
Empire are already beginning to realise how much they owe
to the foresight of men like General Smuts and Wmsg.)jx;

time and its development will be a gradual process.

to the island power outlook.

Churchill in defining the proper status of the Royal

Force as a co-cqual partner with the Navy and Army;
how much to the clear vision, the tenacious energy, and the
single-minded honesty of purpose of Lord Trenchard

When
ree services are
ed into one, the Empire will recognise even. more

throughout the difficult period of its adolescence.
the wheel has gone full circle and. the

merged
clearly its debt to these great men.

It may not, then, be possible or even desirable as yet to go
all the way and merge the three services to the extent of
indi ‘We should
‘We have to do with

‘human nature, especially in England,
does not take kindly to violent change. But we can make a
start at once, or at least immediately after the war, by giving
a common education to all potential officers both of the
‘We can broaden the
er commissioning by the establish-
ment of combined Staff and War Colleges at appropriate
levels, and thus produce Commanders and Staffs with full
knowledge of what they are about and of the capabilities
and suitability of the various components of the force in the

destroying the individual identity of cach one.
be unwise to force the pace unduly.

fighting and of the civil services.
education of officers

roles allotted to them in the combined plan.

and ‘hich came so near to dissecting the
Air Force into small groups and subordinating its activities
to the needs of the older arms; which actually achieved
one of the greatest anomalies in the history of d!:e services
when it vested in the iralty the operational control of
Coastal Command ; and which produced in some quartets
the equally unsound suggestion that the Navy and Army
would be better organised under the control of the Air
inistry.

No branch of service should be looked upon as sub-
ordinate to an . All must be regarded as different
arms of one great fighting force, each to be employed in the
proportion and with the emphasis appropriate to the needs
of national strategy at any time. Sometimes one branch

will be the predominant partner, sometimes another, but
bili 1

and child—into one single fighting force.

Second, ultimate world federation s surely the only hope
for tates of America
and the Republics of the Soviet, each had to face the same
in their history and for
identical reasons—those of sccurity and commerce and

all.” The Shires of England and the St
problem parochially at one time in

prosperity.

Third, broadeasting and television, films and the press,
these are at once the prime salesmen not only of trade but
deologies. Thus he who has the biggest natural marke,
and takes the trouble to expand it throughout the world, is at

of i
a great advantage.

Fourth, we have only one thing to fear.
war, before we know where we are,

‘must be on their guard.

the force as a whole must be flexible ; a

1 say with all defe that we
10 view the might of air power not only for its overwh
fof

ind flexil
by the centralised control of all branches.
ination of one

Anything of the
branch to another will destroy flexibility and with it the |

power of centralised control to concentrate a properly
balanced force at the right time and place, to carry out an
operation in support of the grand strategical plan.

AP d

|
But centralised control must be vested in men properly.

educated 1o exercise it, men w]
new methods and new ideas and new weapons, and able to

give them their proper place in the list of priorities. Those of

us who now congratulate ourselves on our ability to appre-
ciate the potentialities of air power must be careful to ensure
that, when the next revolutionary i

war makes its appearance, we have not allowed air power to

become such a fetish as to blind us, against the dictates of

common sense, 1o its supercession, The principle of the
Tsland Power will help us in this because it is a fundamental

se minds are receptive of

ge in the conduct of

of world peace. -

On a short term plan devised to hold the world secure
Air is certain to play

until it ean be welded together, the

an important part. What is far more important, however,

is that the long term policy should be agreed.
‘What does that mean to and me? Security for

World, Britain, or the British Commonwealth

‘World undoubtedly. - But is not that pious hope ?

us face the facts.

self, any more than can any of the Dominions. Wherefor

o
1 say, all our security to-morrow depends upon the British
Commonwealth operating as one great people. We shall

achieve our hopes if we are together able o look after

ly
ourselyes and each other.

‘What is the problem ? That we shall all live free from fear.
not a Hundred Years

principle and, being based on
one. With this principle always in mind we should in
future avoid the mistakes and confusion of thought to which

* we have become so accustomed, and to which we have so
long referred with something like affection and reverence
as “muddling through.”

A ion is offered. Why
Plan ? One that would outspan all our lives ; slow motion,
devised to bring men and women firmly but surely into a

federated world ?
Humanity, thy fair name stands challenged !

the of the scientist and the worker, the airman
and the soldier, the sailor and the docker—man, Woman

It is that post-
in the guise of
trade unionism, may be allowed to re-organise. When this
time comes, as sure it will, our great trade union leaders

shall be wise
clming

our lives, at this time and in the future, but
for the appropriate role it will play in the general scheme

the
The

Let
Britain alone can no longer exist by her--

CIVIL
Trade Follows the Flag that Flies

ET us face facts. In 1939 the Air Ministry, responsible
for air transport, mark well both martial and civil,
sealed their record of over a decade by committing

infanticide. Whereupon Civil Aviation, like Homer's

s, did not conclude : it ceased. Whatever the reason,

what a gaff! >

The proper view would have been to develop civil
aircraft additional to the resources of martial aviation, as
have the Americans.  Had that been done years ago, we
should by now have had another flourishing ai
industry, admittedly at the expense perhaps of a battleship
or s0,and a heavy A.A, battery or two. So what ?

But we want deeds not words. Here are some pointers.

(a) At long last air liners may be designed and built
with the same order of priority as for military aircraft.
(b) America is as determined, as indeed are most of us,
that civil aviation shall not become international, on a
purely theoretical formula which would never work.

(:?] 1The British ;Jommnnwhr:lﬂ:h is in clover in the
whole prospect, despite what the sceptics say—and
America knows it. We have the bases and the ability
to use the Air to re-create our lost trade. .

(d) T doubt whether Parliament and the Great British
Public will, when the time comes, agree to the use by our
air lines of American aircraft.

() We surely need a decision on policy, either what the
Government is going to do, or that it is going to let
private enterprise have its benign blessing.

(f) Some questions arise. Are our friends the
Dominions going to use British or foreign aircraft ?
Are we going to adopt a policy of trade will follow the flag
i Is the ground installation already prepared 3
If not, why not 2 _ Are we frightened of anyone post-war?

If 50, who, and why ?

Lord Beaverbrook, and Mr. Peter Masefield, his per-
sonal assistant on air transport matters, have recently re-
turned from America, where they have been mixing oil
with air. Theyare excellent air ambassadors, well qualified
10 by-pass the wishy washy expressions of opinion of many
people who don’t understand air transport, have never
understood it, and who admittedly still have no policy.

1 suggest, with all deference, that in the Air of Peace we
need a new outlook; that of the younger generations
those who_have been fighting our battles for us, The
men who ride the skies of to-day will fashion the world
to-morrow.

A great prospect awaits us.  Our King, Mr. Winston
Churchill, many of our ministers and diplomats, and all our
airmen, have already taken to the air like teal to the wind

In the future, the Nations that form the Great British
Commonwealth will not be weeks or months away from
cach other, but hours or at most a day or two. Distance
has already ost its enchantment, time its doubrs, ignorance
its fears.

T see no need for concern. ' We are girt with a superb and
vast opportunity with bases almost everywhere,
backed by an air industry that has proved itself
second to none. We have the ability and the markets,

we need now is a really “go ahead ” outlook, which s,

I suggest, where you and I come in.
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WHAT'S YOURS? We wantthis
10 be Your Page. Send in your latest
yarn or joke, but please keep it snappy.

Have you heard this one

LAca “Levs ger married or
Gul Fnend “We'll get married or
nothing.”

A departmental clerk found a tax
return wherein a bachelor listed one
dependent son. He turned the return
over to examiner who sent it hack
to the bachelor with the pencilled note

« Thls must be a stcnogmph.\c

Th: bachelor returned the form,
, with the remark : “YOU'RE
TELLING ME.”

: “Who was that I saw you
hssmg last  night 2

Mary : “ What time was it ? >
o
Father : “1 don't like to see that

A new version of the chain letter is
reported to hav: started in Reno,
“Send a copy of this
letter to five male friends, then bundle
up your wife and send her to the fellow
‘whose name appears on the top of the

list. Whea your name works to the
top you will, in return, receive 15,176
gorgeous glrls‘ D0 ot break the

One did. He got his

wife ba

A submarine sailor was approached
by a suspicious looking person while
riding in the New York subway.

a.re your duties on the
submarine ?
“ Oh,” said the sailor, “ all I have to
do is to sneak furwurd and hold her
nose when she dives.
P

Airman : “ Gosh, you say yuu have

never been out with an airman. Won-

“I (old him he mustn’t see me

Wha( did he do?”
“ Turned out the lights.””

P

The lonely girl dreamed that a big
brute of a man came to her bedside,
picked her up and e
chauffered car, placed her in the back
seat and got in beside her.

‘They drove out into the eountry and
on a dark and lonely road the car
finally came to a stop.

Finally finding her voice the girl

asked :
“And now what are you going to do ?”

“It’s up to you, lady,
answered,  this is your dream.

* Remember when Dorothy Lamour
came out on the screen in her sarong—

Lhe man |

soldier kissing you like that.” derful | Where do I meet you, Baby?”  how quiet it was 2 >
Daughter: “ Give him a_chance,  Girl: “Meet me at 21,00 hourson  “Yep. You could hear the airmen | i i A
;A e e the tarmac, near the Duty Pilot’s hut.”  waiting for a pin to drop.” Where the *ell’s me cup o’ 1¢a?

“What's all this I've been ’hearirg about your eating
e

<11 not fo you to wonder why we kicked the Japs off

damned island >

ROLLS ROYCE

“The Griffon, an entirely new Rolls-Royee engine, is  masterpicee.
of compact design. Already in servi
is yet another Rolls-Royce contribution to ovr air-supremacy.”

ice with the R.A.F. the Criffon

ff% ENGINES

Teacher to kindergarten class :
& Who ‘brought you into Lhewarld?”
e boy in frogt seat: ‘A stork.”

“That’s right.”

A week later when the school super-
visor came visiting, the teacher secking.
to impress him, again a:

“ Who brought you into thewoxld o

There was no answer so the teacher
repeated the question several nmes
Atlasta small boy in the rear answered

“The boy the stork brought into e
world is absent to-day.”

- o

* This 15 a b]ack—oul, Margie.  Are
you afrai

“Not 1f you take that cigar out of
your mouth.”

“Kiss me once more like that
3nd 1 ‘m yours for li
thht Lieut. :
warning.”

55 Thxnks for the

Thee A.C',lightly punchy froma
blitz, weré riding toward London in a
noisy nutomobde Approaching the

city o
& Is dns Wemblc 2
“ No,” said the wcum:l “ Thursday.”
“So am L sald the third, “let’s

stop and have one.”

Doctor “You have acute
5.

Waat s Lxs(en, Doctor, I came here
to be examined, not admired.”

American aeroplane plants are turn-
ing out bomber and fighter ‘planes at a
speed. Last week, it is reported,
they built a ‘plane in cight hours flat,
Five minutes later a pilot took off in it.
Six hours later the plant received a
cable from him. It read: “I am in
Australia. Please send engine.”
o

A brass-hat in a first-class carriage,
which also held a young man in civilian
clothes, made a point of speaking some-
what more loudly than was necessary
10 his neighbour about young men ‘who
ought to be in unifc The
man bore this in sﬂmﬁc ‘until the train
drew in. Whereupon he spoke these

arting words :

“T have heard, Sir, what you were
saying. Let me tell you, Sir, that I am
in'a reserved occupation. Let me add,
Sir, that establishmene  which
e.mploys ‘me is the Foreign Office. And

further add, Su, that if it
hadn’ been for the Foreign Office,
you would never have had your perish-
ing war.”
b4

A dignified Briton was taking home a
‘pair of his wife’s shoes which he had got
from the shoemaker after they had been
repaired, No box or paper was, of
course, supplied, so he, slightly em-
barrassed, was carrying them loose.
A man opposite him in the bus watched
him_closely and said as he got out

““Not going to let her gad about—
ch, guv'nor ? >

S

“1 have to plck up a girl at the
Brasserie at six o’cl

“Who is she?”

“How do I know who's going to be at
the Brasserie at six o’clock ?

oman driver stopped for a red
hght and failed to move when it t
green. When the green light came on
for the second time and she still showcd
no signs of moving,
walked over and said: poh[ely P& What's
the makl;er, lady, ain’t we got no colours

Tike > >

Erk: “Is thatice cream pure ?
Waitress : ““ As pure as the girl of
your dmms, airman,
“ Givemea ham sandwich,”

How Aeroplane Design Has Trended

D UR excellent editor has asked me to
discuss in a page the trend of

. aeroplanc design through the ages.
I should like to write a book on the
subject. It would be a damnation of

the aircraft design of all nations.
ler’s have a shot at this job.

Leaving out Icarus, whose wings
broke off bmuse there was no A.LD.
in those days; and Elijah, whose
chariot of fire doubtless originated jet
propulsion ; and Sinbad, whose magic
carpet iously the forerunner of
Imperial Airways ; let us get down to
modern times.

To start with the gliders of Llhenthal

in Germany, Chanute inthe U.S
:md Pilcher in England, and omm—
most of them were monoplanes, but
Chanute went as fm‘ as triplanes, The
bird type was opular. But
Ctihg i b et logical, because
one never knows whether any feature is
as it is for aerodynamic reasons or
structural reasons or alimentary reasons,
—that is to say because every bone and
every feather must be fed and so must
havealive feed-pipe. Nature has never
made a revolving joint.  As an early
lecturer on aeronautics used to sa;
“When the Chief Designer of
Kitrisaliy gocs 1o doshii 4 row Decal
nought, he does Dot do it by contem-
plating a bloater.”

Then came the first flying—the
catapulted engine-assisted hops by the
Wright Brothers, in 1903 and in 1906,
wmch are mcogmsed as the first power-

ing flights, were made
on b)planes e e
no tails—lots of other  tail-first”
types have been tried since, but all have
failed and most were pilot-killers,
No Wright airplanes were built after
1911

 Fighter, Albatmss, Fokker,
stadt,

By C. 6. Grey

In 1901 Professor Langley of
mithsonian  Institute, Washmzwn,
US&, built a full size tandem mono-

plane, and it had a radial air-cool
It was smashed in an acudcnt
he could not afford to re-

In 1914, Glen Curtiss,
founder of the great Curtiss Company,
borrowed its re-assembled remains
from the Smithsonian, strengthened it
to carry floats, and flew it with its

engines, off the water of

Keuka, New ank Sute Then he
putina and flew it some
more. But the Wu- 1914-18 stopped
his experiments and "no more was
heard of the tandem monoplane,

M. 1 won the Glider Competi-
tion at Itford Hill with one in 1922.

till nobody believed in it until 1939,

when the Miles Brothers built one at

cading George Miles flew it.
Tu-day their twin-engined Libelula,
of the same type, has been flown by more
than 20 pilots, who find no fault with it.
So keep your eye on the tandem
‘monoplane,

In the meantime, from 1908 till 1940
the biplane and the monoplane fought
for the leading place. In 1909 the
blplnnes all had tail-booms and elevators
in front as well as on the tail-planes.
By 1911 biplanes with fuselages, like
the early Bleriot monoplanes began to
come in. By 1912 the Avro biplane
had become a type which was used all
over the world.

During the War 1914-19 some box-
kite biplanes were still used, but the
great majority were blplancs wnh
fuselages—Avro, - D. H., Bristol
Halber-

, etc., but there were’ plenty of
monophnes—Blermt, Morane,
(with the first synchronised guns)
Pfalz and others. By 1917 we had our
twin-engined Handley-Page ~ biplane
bomber and the Germans had their
twin-engined Gotha, By 1918 we
had four-engined Handley-Pages and

the Germans had four-engined Fried-
nchshafens—none of which were used
on active service.

After 1918, as civil fiying and air
transport began to develop, the same
competition went on. We stuck fairly
steadily to biplane air-liners.

Anthony Fokker went for high-wing
monoplanes. And until 1923 the de-
sign of warplanes hardly altered at all.

Structural methods were merely as
ha; had been. The earliest aircraft

been built of wood, mostly with
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metal ferrules or sockets or straps, and
braced by steel wire, tensioned by right-
and-left-hand  screw strainers
covered with linen or cotton fabric—the
stick and string age. Then steel struts,
some with and some without wires
came in. As early as 1913 a Deper-
dussin monoplane was built with a
fuselage of wood strips cnss-czcsscd
over a former, just like the Mosquito
of to-day. In 1920 Short Brothers
built a biplane entirely of aluminium ;
fuselage, wing-covering, control sur-
facesand all. A very ndvmoed lden

By 1920 the rof led engines,

b sy ti?r.yng possxble by their
lightness, and Sdied to itave e by

copic  action, had
el e e
rnachmesa and all power plants were
radial air-cooled (from 3 or 7 or
15 ¢ a v ey, P e e
water-cooled of 6 cylinders or Vee-
type of 12 cylinders.

The next steps were cantilever mono-
planes and retractable under- carriages.
The high-wing monoplane obviously
gave the best view for passengers, The
low-wing gave the best stowage for
undercarts and gave the designer the
chance of using shorter legs and re-
tracting mechanism, erican
Republican friend of mine said that low-

wing craft were invented so that one
could fly about the States without seeing
all those damn Democrats covering the
ground, but that as soon as a Republi-
Government comes in the U.S.
deslgncrs will be back to high wings.
But, according to theory and practice, a
middle-wing type is the most efficient.

To-day when one talks of trend of
design one accepts stressed-skin all
metal construction almost aummam-_suy
as the mode of the future. But the
Mosquito has shown thit plywood is
far from obsolete. And there are those
who believe that plastic materials will
be used for compression and  tension
members as well as for covering.

Looking farther forward we think of
iet propulsion and pressure-fed cabins

low air-liners and service craft to
ﬂy at 30,000 feet or more, 50 as 1o be
above the regions of disturbed air or of
Iayers of moisture which will form ice
on the machine and force it_down.
Also we hope that desi| s will tend
o make flying safer by gwmg us lower
speeds for take-off and landing, shorter
instead of longer runways, the abolition
of ﬁemﬂ, and the production of air-
will not burn if they
crack up.




Ladies Firse!?
Women Post-war

‘When the last W.A.A.F. leaves the last R.A.F. Station and 5
goes forth into the brave new world for which she has
worked, what will she expect? Equality in the labour

Opportunity to enjoy the peace of a home and

family of her own? A social system revolutionised out of
all recognition 7

We are anxious to hear the views of thinking women, and
offer a book for the best letter received. It need not be a
literary gem. Express yourself clearly and simply. Send
your letter to me. The winning effort will be published.

A Much-Needed Reform
A common grievance among dis
paltry amount given towards the purchase of civilian
clothes. The sum of £4 is granted during summer months
for a suit or frock, with an additional £3 in winter towards a
coat. As everyone knows,  girl who has no nest egg to cke
out the Air Ministry allowance is going to look pretty shabby,
because goodness knows what kind of set-up you can buy

for £7 in these days of high prices.
Granted, the airwoman is allowed
but whilst those busi:

d airwomen is the

to keep her Service
ike garments may be

all right for a bleak camp miles from civilisation, they hardly
ll the bill under a slinky frock worn in London.

So we feel justified in hoping this mild prorest reaches the

i ¢ trnsitorystage between WAAF. and

well-

right quarter. n
ex-Servicewoman is trying at the best of times,.
groomed woman faces the world with confidence.

This is ROSEMARY ROGER, a charming entrant in our
Beauty Competition. The closing date is 30th October, so
send in your picture now. The Competition is open to wives
and fiancees of R.A.F. personnel, as well as W.A.A.F.

the Batt
J

» of Britain
i 4 O

A Tribute

In 1940, a few hundred fighter
“boys," their heroism unsur-
passed within the whole story
of the universe, stood between
the world and its potential
master. It is to the gallant
young men who fle
the leadership of Kelth Park
that we dedicate this number ;
for verily they saved not only
ourselves
itself.

but civilisation

PERSONNEL
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By Patricia Wright
Men We Admire—2 -

Group Captain “Hughic” Edwards, V.C., D.S.0., D.F.C.

An Enquiry Answered

Elizabeth of Swindon is torn between loyalty to Bob, her
boy next door, now a soldier in France, and John, the good-
looking foreman at her factory, who is obviously attracted
to her. Bob writes to say he is living for the day when he
can keep a date at the Church with her. But John is
amusing and considerate, and fills that rather desolate blank
in her life. What, asks Elizabeth, is the answer ?

The answer is one which unfortunately only you can supply,
Elizabeth.  No amount of advice, however well-meaning, can
make one iota of difference to your tangled emotions. A little
conscience brought to bear might be a good idea. The acid
test of a war, for women particularly, is whether they preserve
their ideals and high standard of conduct, or fall easily from
grace. At the same time, although Bob will obviously have
our sympathy because he is exiled from the woman he loves, it

es not necessarily mean that he is the right man for Elizabeth.
No one but the lady concerned is qualified to decide.

Lady Welsh Says—

The popular and energetic Director of the W.A.AF.,
who recently toured an R.A.F. Camp, inspected various
activities and attended a concert given by the airwomen,
She presented a cup to the most efficient Section, and
expressed the hope that the training the women were
getting in the Service would fit them for citizenship.

Aftér Hours

By

‘Mr. Peter Masefield (Deput
man), Wing Commander C. G. Burge,
O.BE., ptain_Laurence Pritchard
and Mr. Colston Shepherd,
Here are the objects of the Association:
1. To promote mutual co-operation
between members.
2. To secure and
professional sta; s,
3. To safeguard the interests of its
members.

‘maintain proper

4. To advise them about their
work and its market.

5.
St

. emises.
7. To obtain facilities for members
to visit airfields, airports and factories.
7. To obtain amenities for members
post-war through Air Transport
agencies and Air Line operators,
9. To arrange luncheons and din-
ners, talks and debates.
1o. To recommend air books of
the month, .
Authors of articles and books, no
‘matter what the subject, who are now in
the RAF. and writers on aviation
subjects generally, are invited to write
to the Secretary, the Air Authors’
Association, 134, Fleet Street, London.
ntrance Fee and Subscription,
£1/1/o each, -
£500 for Air Novel
Opportunity, it has been said, knocks
at all our doors at least once in a life-
time, Forall Air Authors in the British
erican Armed Forces, such an
opportunity is now offered. To those
with literaty aspirations a prize of £500
for a novel is going beggi royalties.
y famous authors have, during
the past century, owed their recognition
to the House of Macmillan which is
celebrating its centenary in this way.
Such celebrities as Lewis Can‘ol‘{,
Thomas Hardy, Matthew Arnold, and
2 host of others, were first  published »
by this company. When the present
e of American and British history
s been written, many names will have
leapt from their present obscurity to
the roll of literary fame.  Will yours be
among 2 z
No brief summary can include full
details of the conditi descripti:

‘HARRY ’j BROADHURST, J. A. KENT, ‘PADDY’ FINUCANE, Right  KEITH PARK, B STAMEORDERULRG N
DESM’OND SHEEN, BRIAN KINGSCOMBE, GLEED. WHITNEY STRAIGHT, ‘DUGGIE’ BADER, <SAILOR’ MALAN,
155

¢ Intruder ’

KINGABY,

KEY
Exceptionalxxxx Historic H Comedy C

Very Good  xxxx Blography B Musical M
Good xxx Drama D Jazz
Very Falr  zx Revue R Farce F
Fair x Intimate I Air 4

Sally Gray

Miss Sally Gray, the talented actress
of “ My Sister Eileen,” is as captivating
off stage as on. She is not only ‘a
thing of beauty bur a joy for ever.’

Air Boolis of the Month

THE WAY OF RECOVERY by Squadron
Leader William Simpson (Hamish
Hamilton 7/6) is the story of the author’s
gruelling battle with mutilation and dis-
figurement. Writing in a simple and
direct manner he epitomises the spirit
of courage and determination which he
found in the Plastic Unit, and to which
he obviously contributed. He has also
recorded some of the magnificent work
of restoration that is being carried out
by MacIndoe, the famous plastic
surgeon, and his brilliant team.

Here is a vivid little book calculated to
stir the most complacent person. It
reminds us that the war-mai man
asks not for cheap hero-worship, not
for pity contaminated with sentimen-
tality, but “to be accepted by human
izc_iely as a completely normal ‘human

e

No Bomss AT ALL by C. H. Ward
Tackson (Sylsan Press §6) i a collec-
tion of short and intensely human

stories about (he‘R.A:F. simply told
D!

leafiet is however available from the
offices of the Air Authors® Association,
134, Fleet Street, London, E.C.4.

and easy to read- a free use of

ice jargon. are
‘close-ups > of station life.
“Old Wimpey® best.
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a dozen
I liked

Three Good Plays
Sweeter and Lower. Hermione
Gingold and Henry Kendall at the
Ambassadors (xxx IR)

(3/6 to 15/-)

How are They at Home. J. B.
Priestley’s new topical comedy at the
xax IF)

Apollo,
Gerrard 2663 (4/- to 13/6)

The Last of Mrs. Cheyney. Jack
Buchanan and Coral Browne at the
Sayoy. (exxx IC)
Tem. 8888 (2/6 to 13/6).

Play of the Month
‘Business has so interfered with

for me to name a play for this month.

Six Good I«‘ilmz

Going My Way. Bing Crosby.

A e (e A0R)
The Story of Dr. Wassell. Gary
Cooper, Laraine Day xxxx D)
Whistling in Brooklyn. Red Skel-
ton (xxxx D)
Medal for the General. Godfrey
Tearle and Jeanne de Casalis. (vxx D)
Pin-Up Girl. Bétty Grable. (vxx C)
English without Tears. Michael
Wilding and Penclope Ward. (xxx C)

Film of the Month

Going My Way (sxxx MR) A
human sincere film in
which Bing Crosby shows himself to be
as good an actor as he is a crooner.
Barry Fitzgerald all' but steals the film
with his character study of an old priest.
We have the rare opportunity of hearing
the lovely voice of Risé Stevens, the
famous prima donnma.  Definitely
Bing’s greatest and most unusual
picture and one you should not miss.

Where to Feed
The Dorchester Hotel, Park Lane, W.1
Mayfair 8888. Dancing from 8.30
Le Meurice, Bury Street, off Jermyn
Streer, W.r. Whitehall 9sox, “Danc-
ing from 8.30 (including Sundays)
L“Aperitif, Jermyn Strect. W.1.
‘Whitehall 1571. ~ No music.
Lansdowne Restaurant, off Berkeley
Streer.  Mayfair 1657. Dancing from
8.30 p.m. to two bands (including
Stndays)

Records of the Month
ance

Long Ago. Ambrose.

DIl be seeing you. Decca F8440
Amor, Amor. Victor Sylvester.
Night of Biarritz.

Columbia FB3039

'




the very thing many an airman has been
looking for.
higher than . . .

that I did not hear of “ Air Mail ”
earlier. The

news to me, I think the idea is simply
grand, and T enclose my form of
‘membershi

maga-
zine  some “ gmusing
sentences * or pithy phrases? Here

are some examples of what I mean.

My Dear Sir (or Madam)

by ‘ Yours Sincerely ’

Airgraph from S. Africa

“Last week I reccived the long
awaited edition of ““ Air Mail > (June
Edition), I thinkiit's a fine p]:cc of work,
also my “oppos” who though not
members of the R.A.F. Association
(yet) have thumbed the * Air Mail »
well.  As keen film fans we were very
interested in the page of films, what
and what not to see, also latest dnnc:
tunes, as we are rather behind h
such matters. 1 am eagerly a
the next edition of “ Air Mml i and
i “hoping it wx].l Jkeep up the good
work it has started.

" Cpl. W. Moss

Amusing Sentences
It is with pleasure (ha( I have read
your July number of “Air Mail.” It is

To my mind it ranks even
- and precisely boy-
gorts offcialdom, * My only regret is

-A.F. Association is also
ship.
‘Why not include in your
of thos

“Every time I hear the word sugar
1 get  lump in my throat.”
(Groucho Marx

“She had reached the age when her
voice was changing from no to yes.”
(Ellen Lyons).

“A little old lady no bigger than a
soft whisper.” ~ (Quentin Reynolds).

Little Nazis following in _their
fathers’ goosesteps.” (Walter
Winchell).

A slip that passed in the type : “Two
ladies sang a duet, The Lord Knows

Perhaps your readers will be able to

contribute to this series.”
L.A.

DISON-SMITH

Wlnat are the Odds?

75,000 10 1 for being killed and about
3,500 to 1 of being injured.

“ On balance, while the risk of being
killed for the robot raids is lower than
for the orthodox bomb raids, the
chances of being injured are somewhat

higher. The toral risk is obviously
greater, but here is the nuance, itis not
much grester than that of using the

& l lnve further examined the road
risk on the recent statement that since
the war began 588,000 were killed or

e—if I may ‘say so,
a truly remarkable fact despite the fact
that those killed on the roads are

cently gave the odds against any one
Robot bomb killing any one individual
as

wounding seriously two and a half
million to one.

eight million o one, a

““ The first monthly loss rate was

some 4,000 dead and about 10,000 in-
jured. So the first monthly risk for the
whole area affected was about 3,000 to 1
against being killed and abou( x,zoo o
against being injured. Thi;

with the heavy air raids whxdz followed
the Battle of Britain when in eight
‘months 34,284 were killed and 45,356
were injured, 7.¢. o mon(hly average of
4,285 killed an
represented a mou(hly mk in much the
the same area of a little above 3,000 to 1
of being killed and a little befow 3,000
tor1 ofbemg injure

d' 5,669 injured. This

thesc risks with those

from road sccidents 1 choose the figires
for 1942, during when 9,169 people
were killed and 147,544 were injured.
This gives monthly risk rates of about

only about 6 per cent. of
the total.

““ These rates do not greatly differ
from those which operated before the
war in the piping days of peace. If we
were to accept them as a basis of
estimate, theytellus thatover a period of
75 years about 10 rmlhon people will be
maimed in Great Britain alone. Of
these, about two thirds of a million will
be killed. Viewed in another and
astonishing way, every single time that
you or I enter a full bus we can say to
ourselves with a reasonable measure of

ctuarial accuracy : “ One among us on
bom-d xs probably going to be killed
; about twelve will be

accident, cither with or without injury.
“ I therefore conclude that while over
a long enough period the camel may be
faster than the horse, and the female of
the species deadlier than the male, the
‘motor car is more lethal than the bomb.”
AGE Quop Acis

What d°You
Know?

1. The ruler of Iraq is : (a) a pre-
sxden(, (b)aregent (c) a shah (d)
a

2. The P38 is : () a Lightning ; (5)
an Airacobra; (c) a Warhawk; (d) a
‘Thunderbolt.

3. Anumismatist collects : (a) but-
terflies 5 (b) shdls, (¢) coins 3 (d)
cigarette

4. The capim of Cuba is: (a) San-
E?)go, (b) Trinidad ; (c) Camaguey ;
5. “The seeds of godlike power
are in us stll; Gods are we,
bards, smnts heroesi.f we will *
(@) Arnold; (b)
Bums (c) Brownmg (d) Carl; yle
6. A square mile consists of : ()
1,000 acres 3 (b) 640 acres ; (p) 820
acres 3 (d) 200 a
7. “Ancient ughts * referred to:
(@) agricultural lay (®) a window
tax; () System of 1 hghung, (d) dis-
used aircraft,
8. The younger son of a margq
s the title : (q) Lord ; (b) Sn',
(L) Honounble 3 (d) Mr.

Elucidate these

ictures if you can  (Answers page 19)

What’s the Gen ?

We hope to include a few R.A.F. expressions each month, to record
What is your contribution ?

them for future generations.
« yellow peril * (trainer aircraft)
“target for to-night ” (girl friend)

b work a swmdle” (toarrange someth.mg)

“a wog ” (a native)

“ supercharged * (drunk)
“feet under the table ” (at home, in
clover)
“‘a panic bowler ” (steel helmet)

(Near Victoria Station)

C. G. NORMAN & COMPANY

Automobile Engineers and Car Specialists

-45-52, VAUXHALL BRIDGE ROAD, S.W.I.

Telephone: ViCtoria 7611-16

Suppliers of Vehicles to H.M. and Allied Governments
Complete Overhauls by competent staff
300 Cars and Trucks always in stock
Main Agents for all leading makes of Cars and Trucks
Spare Part Stockists for AUSTIN and STANDARD Cars and Trucks.

WISH A SAFE RETURN
TO OUR FRIENDS AND
CLIENTS IN THE R.A.F.
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Of fo
* They

Albert on D Day
Yer'veeard *owyoung Albert Ramsbottom
From a>Alifax turret one night !

Brought down a Messerschmidt fighter

Although both *is eyes were shur tight.

Well, early on’t mornin’ of D

e o dar

When rtelephone rang at is bedside

And a_wvoice said, *“ Good mornin’,
ider.””

Im Te
Albert sleepily asked what *e wanted
£ Air Marshal then st ino specchs

“ Ah want thee to get out thy b
And proceed to a Normandy beac)
“Ee bah gum!” said young Albat,

excited,

* Dost thou mean z invasion’s e

Aud Tedder said, Ayelad,get cratkm s

nd tak’ care to load up thy gun.

'Vzry soon Albert, cramped in ’is tyrret

Was whizzin’ along through the air,

thlt ¢ ocean below were fair crawlin’
wi’ ships

Buhgm ! E’d seen nowt like that there.

“ Keep rhy eyes peeled,” said Captain
2o Alber:

e s muffled and truntly 5

Yer sze inter-com wasn’t in very good

It were anIy inspected twice weekly.
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Borrowed Plumes

*Ardly *ad Captain delivered these words

When ¢’ *eard a noise rather like hail ;

But it werm ’t Albert’s guns, Paere
Flight Ei

‘Rzppzd i trousers seat out on a nail.

When Albert did suddenly let off a burst
Gressshouted: * Thou gormless young ass |
Yon's not an enemy fighter at all
Tt a5 o

So Young Albert seised a blue duster

To purge turret window of dirt

And it mererts il wind Rln ke
out of ’is a

That’e faundxz were 1 tail of %is shirt.

T bombs all went down on thz  rarger,.

The journey to base was

Albers searched sy in S
Ly

ST e
E'd brought along plenty of ammo,
And as bomber came down quite m’.hm,

°E saw in the dmame a couple 0® ducks
So decided *e’d give *em a squirt.

’E waghed up the range and d!ﬂecmm,

Shut *is eyes tight and took careful ai

G wort off Sk ‘e Ko Rllar bis
eathers.

ers:
And ¢ two ducks both landed quite lame.

And that’s *ow on evenin’ of D Day
Albere’s mess were served duck and

green peas: A
While Albert *imself dined in t' guard
*ouse
And ’is grub were brought in by S.P.s
b T.M.

General Pes

A general in Baghdad was very
punctilious about parades. On one
occasion he was timed to inspect an
Iragi regiment at 8 o’clock. In order
1o be punctual himself he arrived at
7.30. The men were all standing on
pa.radc Th:y had been there since

Umblc to wait any longer, at ten
minutes to eight he said he would
inspect the parade. On his way round
he found the ranks uneven and some-
thing to complain about.
turned to the Commanding Officer,
however, he was given the perfccn
excuse,

““The inspection was going to take
place at 8 o'clock, Sir. I was going
to put that nghlmthelas( 10 minutes.”

On another occasion the same
General found a platoon very badl
ssed, e two ranks wld:ly
s:patated and very irre;
officer in charge wore a brand new
Sam Browne belt and made a feint at a
salute.

The General could contain himself
no more. He cursed the officer up hill
and down dale, finally exploding with :

:n ,the devil did you join this
y ?

“ To-morrow,” the officer replied,
the answer one always expects out in
the East.

The point being that in this case it
was literally true. This officer was not
due to join the regiment, or indeed the
An-ny, until the following day, but had
this parade to

Have You Heard?

I know that rumours are taboo
But 1 drm 'z mind tcllmg you
won't repeat it
i have heard that Hitler’s beat it.
Now please keep this beneath your hat
(I know I need not ask you that)
Winston Churchill’s in Berlin,
ermany is giving in.
My milkman’s mother’s sister’s son,
ays Ferry’s got a dam’ ereatgun.
1: fzr:: & ey —five ton shell,
1 We'll be quwn T ‘ell.”
s take the dimmest view
who spread what isn’t true,
should clearly take more care
Whar they say, to whom and where.
But it surely doesn’t marter
Telling you—you do not chatter,
1 'm sure to YOu ir’s safe 1o speak,
T ve known you for at least a week.
T.M,

& alwa

A newly wed WAAF. recently
asked for leave on passionate grounds.

A suicide is one who has dyed by her
own fair hand.

“ United we stand, Divided we fall >
—the slogan of the Brassiere.

Heard in an air-reid shelter : “ An
Englishman’s home is his parcel.”

Did Tojo commit Mata Hari ?

review : Thc whole

choms danc:d abdominall;

“How did you find your wxfe ‘when
you gct home last night ?

end : ““Oh, easily, I just

S e ki g pin,

followed the tm]ectory of the frying
pan, and there she was

A century since, the girls did not
think of the things they do now—which
it perhaps why they didn’t do them !
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RA.F.A. Branch Letters

The addresses of all Branches are given below. It is hoped that this will
be found useful, particularly to those who are about to become members,

by indicating their nearest Branch.

Secretaries are reminded that their

monthly Ietters should be sent to the Secretary not later than the 1 st of

each month

ABIINGDON and DIDCOT

President ‘g?'““ T. G. Hetherington,
C. B.E., R.A.
E 'sq.
Secretar

s hoc' s Heighss, Abingdon
ALNESS

President :

Chairman: S|Ldr. Am

Secretary : Cpl. Smith, 90, Site, Hut 4y RAF.
“Blarion, Ainesy R shive 4

ARBROATH

Secre St N. Hewire, 521923,
e o el e

BEDFORD
President : Group _Captain A. R. Arnold,
D.s.C., DF(?’
Chairman : Mr ] C. Ware.
Hon. Secretary,
. Cunte Boad " Se iy
o ;’ Eié?‘“ﬁ‘ Biinch, %i"".s““"“"s'}“"f
g e Bedfor N otel
Road, Bedford, on the first and third
u:sda in each mnmh, Dances Ty
Saturdx}' evening. A

BINGHAM
President : S|Ldr. H. A, Boniface

F. M. Anderson, Esq.
W. Long,
End " Villas, Radeliffe-on-Trent,

e are now forging abead nicey with 68
members, including two Life members, and
have a mee e first Friday i
month. ince, held at TI en’s
Institute, on Friday, r4th July, was a  suceestul
and ening déspie th

s

of I muccess to the
following :
Craeors lmfmce, My C.
aving a or
% Bingham,

BELFAST AND Dls'mm-r
President : Air Marquis of

The
.G MO
Ghairman: FiLt: . A Youd

S L ke

BIRMINGHAM
President : Alderman Walter Lewis, J.P,
Chairman Fisher, Esq.

C.1,
. Aldergrove,

.BLACKPOOL
Presidens ; G tain C. . Chinery. O.B.E.
m‘sdrmg’ H Bell, 0.5.5,
Sumavy ot
19, Waverley Avenue, Blackpool
(o There is litle news of the Branch  scdivides
this _month. The.

x
that the Monthly Dance at the
ent off with a

Cque is il

Slm sy et S
A specil word of chanks I due
Emslietsodmomnmak
cam. # number of our members bave not vet

paid their subs for 1944, Should they cat

sight of this, it’s not to0 late. All best  pishes
and may we be seeing you all soon.

etary :
2 Valpy Avenue, Tonge Moor, Bolton,

BOURNEMOUTH
Lieut.
G.
1 W

ACM d.
P lorris (red.)

Sumaw
oodend Road, Winton, Bournemouth

BUCKINGHAM GATE
fent ;.

G B
gt P
able to of mn e ser esofth:R ecratary s Miss. i orss
and offer ous 64. S.W.a
‘Refreshments were 1eh ta Mrs. Foper won e bave seen very e of each
Hind, and their team of helpers (mmbm B e rally round
wives) and the w.{amm dutics were carried ont s e wil be sorey 1o
serving from the Buffet, proved they certainly Donaldson’s home has gone with mos
knew their job. On behalf of s of its contents. ler sist ay for
Comittee, bers, our many thanks  the week-end when it happened, and. sha, of
and appreciation to the ladiés. course, was on duty in pital
Our monthly social grranged by the  They have sympathy from il of us, 11 any o
Committcs, are. proving 4 rther sou know of a housé or b ble, lec
book this day. evenings are ‘\dd me 12" me know qlllddy, as Don. one..
Eﬂdly in every ‘month, at Branch Headc ters, ‘The number of (nnsfen from juarters
Crown Inn,” Market Place, Bingham (Clob Bollis not 2 dickly s we Hoped.
Room) at 7.45 p.m. A cordial welcome. RAFE, should rally
cxtended 6”300 Flatiman and “the various 16 the Bratehesr tor Loricarly should rally
suggestions were passed to hold ~Wﬂx and  hels Hud.qmnus Vi
othér 15, 50 plesse resd bhamch Kol om0
£eports Tor dates of e’ aies, and Ty, il give thefrsciveran
ict with the As

G.m s £0 all members, wherever they mas
o ot e opecd snd a a.r'i"rix'\_.m’

t woul
bevery nice if any W ALK ot ofmoﬂm

‘branch would suggest to her secretary that she be
liason offcer botween her branch 32 Bucking.
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wit
do his stuff ’ as a dummy

Whenever  that  General drove
through the deep gates of the Citadel,
the sentry made a sign rather like the
old infantry sign to retire.

This happened daily until one
morning two years later the General
thought he would enquire what the
sign meant. He was told. In the
Traqi army it meant * Enemy in sight !*

Answers o © What D'You Know?
(page 20)

I. A King. 2. Lightning. 3. Coins.
4. Havana. 5. Arnold. 6. 640 acres.
7. Window Tax. 8. Lord.

Pictures:_Left.  Ripples caused by
‘moverment of sea over rocks

Right, Spokes and star are prison
buildings in Milan.

You probably all
fw gl PESEAbly all et o e
ou

T A1 Vi Macsbal o g W

2 Jtter 10 headquarters of e M"ﬁxmﬁ’mﬁ
orce ot

Robinson wu considere

many air raids T
cnemy.
an inspication to. all - Thar

be a v

Drecious memoryfexhuhulgdw e

and her mother to keep. My it elg e
ort themm. 1D

BUR:
Drendens: FILt, Encmile

S-ncmyy F.

s MM,

(amilton, Stre
The Branich Sonsisuce 1 meos and claioss for
Peasions and help from the ihe RAF. Benevalent

ceep rolling in. e
is kept busy and are dmng a good job of work,
Investgating every case nd Seating them 0%

their meri
Radclifle on Satyrda

B o

We heid's Dance at
Lt proved a good effort bescd
y Nmmxtleed members to whom

Results are not
be forwarded to FLQ.

eforts are to be 2 Concert and al
Dance on behal o the & . Bonermiin oo

yet balan
a8 soon as

Fund,
Plans also in hand fc lovember XXK whi h
T Bope v b 3 Victory clcbra ¥

all for now, s

the Boys of the RAF.

o godd all che beot ©
“and"the' R AT,
fiv.

BURY ST. EDMUNDS
Presidens: dir Marshal Sir Patrick Play/air,
civman Gapt. F. Bright, DF.C., M.B.E.
S«ma»y Thmm- ugh
Acs General M hdd August
A nz Ja e 4!1» it

mttu\u ﬂﬂﬂ' of assistance ﬁm-n the B S(
tary Club.  The ";y

ed 0 give & alk to a group
and in some cases may be ab
10 find suitable employme
or discharge,

S  very ¥ Club, by its consticirl tains
one member of each trade or prmf'mon the
peculiarly fitt

Rotary movement is ed for
xur_h sisstance,  Tois unﬂmmod FrRe s
Edmunds passing on this idea to

Roug}! dq\urtenmxh e hope that it may be

on to other cl
cre s rouahly son Rotary Clubs s in Great
Beiai an T E th a ote)

membership of

about 22,000. I this idea is taken up generall

it can be seen what a very reat service would be
‘members of the R.A.] ociation,

CARDIFF
President : Air Comdr, R Cadnmn,b
Ghairman s 7. 5. Gitly, G
Secretary

4 Heol Ty Mﬂcﬂ, Ut Boat, Ponty-
fridd, Glam, Lol
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R.A.K.A. Branch
) Letters—cantinued

by friends of the Association and the Com-

mittee of
n August 1rth, e held 3 Dance at the
Foresters Hall, in i of the Pl Air
Crews Fund.

doubt, be pleased to h ;
Robinson has d to become a Vice-
President of the dlso M T

en. One more little. eppeal to all
Don’t forget the Annuals, Time -he
SR Secretaries would
%o make o wordhy of the
Axwm(wn md all it stands for. T.

CHESTER
President : Wi umander H. P. Strong
Ghaiman (R
ecrer Lever,
”5 House, Penare, Nr. Chester
Since our as e, the Commitee have been

x=—chuﬁe¢ “As they are the back-bone of any

e Tnd
Ttaly lnd nhmeddl E We
m embers, one of these I

hn reported missing in June, a
after being awarded the D.E.M.
m.m How een-reftived. shat he s
in Germany. Woolston, of
onsuen,&mbndgt i dir other O,
memt .
Socii” es were quict during July) but
we hope 1o et going widh another fuhéton in
the near future. It is e t0 say ihat we
can, look forward to -m‘f.' Guildhall Dan

eatly in October
1o members

part. Tn addition to the Anancial aid, it wm
elp to bring the Asso d its
areater local

3 Carter

his promotion, members o hear that
e has b 7 er area, F/O
Carter has been a very popular sports officer in
his distric forthree and a half years and has 3

s prominent posiion
‘orce Com:
e ch v gu-dy indebted
0 him for the assistance he gave s in. Funning
the Sy Competicions st _our seceat

ecretary s always, pluxnd

QANTERBURY

Our activities are
now and we mean to go farther.  So,
e rion oni.’“n h go to S
ions ranch g
et Bl the
fourth, ment R
‘cosnition, in this war.Carry ‘on, Sergeant

Sunday, Iu.lk":ﬂh. at the Cathedral
our Ann e e Marer
d ock, V.C., D.S.0., 2 bars, M.C., -
 Canterbury’s Air Ace of Great War No. 1. At
o ihe preience

!lee to attain the ambition of the Branch
'ﬂ""‘mﬂ of the Sation.
10 1- S (1L B e e s
Branch ar

‘man and is to represent the ¢ the next
Reglonal Mceting,  The financ
bem ;pl.nx i “the upawe ands of w/o

Our fortnightly me
are’sill being held
‘Bltasant cvenings are
"6a  Tuesday, asth Juxv, e bld o Free-and-
Easy Social and Dance, at

7, MU, Canteen.

Those who did nox care o dasice snd were 00

LR end the cyening 4t
s dm “ooard or i?lwxey We thank
e ettt i o 30 M.U. for
kindly fending a pigno for the ev:-nlng The
event was well attended by members
of the Branch, and we hope that this will be the

first of a series of Branch functions 10 be held at
o note the oumber of unsolicited -

'.ppumwm for membership_that have been

theough the post, and no doubt due 1o
Mail.”

CoskaRD

Chairman. chdv R. C. Michaclson
AF.

Slcutcz

Chairman: P. Baylur' , Eiq.

by, members and
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The Branch send cheir best wishes to
member . ¥. Burke who aier only e e
back in civvy street has had to go into hospital.
May h soan be back with us i and wel again

entry lads or lassies see this

S e R the

Eood work. A few lines to our Secrethry will

bring thern full particulars of the Association
and Branch. P.TS.

I Ki?mn-
e
S‘ﬂ‘m‘g ters gmGr RAF "Eautm
oo sm;m Clpuces
FILTON

cn 5. H, panks,
"‘""'”' e e
Avﬂlm, Fivon, Bt
GLOUCESTER AND CHELTENHAM
President :
S e
¥ A, R Moris,
% Naunton hvu, Chetreniam
T‘Hﬂdlﬂl Gre B"ﬂ’ » D.F.C.
F;’{P A PFM Gl
S«mag
A.F. Smnm Gﬂ’Pﬂl, HMJ
CROYDO!

President : All Vi MMAHI Sir C. A. H. Long-
ol KB CH, it D5,
RA.F (red.

\ghd T % K. C /! Te

% 'S, Temple Avene,
T Shirtey, Surrey E

DUMFRIES

retary s 5. A. e
11, Arnott Gardens, Edinburgh 11

President ;. dir Vice Mm)uz[ F. G. D. Hards,

ol oo
S-cnta;yw, 5 ]nlm': Road, Ely, Cambs.

7 EXETER
Chamnnn

et S Hlooh Pils; Bty
Devon! =

T
President : Air ch%{ shal Sir A, M
onimare, G.C.B. DSD D.L.

receive a copy of the ©

pogred direct from H/Q.
he Social Oumm\ueensl(mnglnx dverybig

brogiatine for the coming mon

sure to have a good

Our
uests of late for in-
formation about peasions from man ed
from the RAF. We are Lenedwxzymmoﬂ
cases he has been able 10 assit the persol
concerned.
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Bridge
Unfortunitely we were far 10 busy making
arrangements. inaugural meeting of the
newly formed 8"“3}’ Bund\ to have any news

S i of the . Almdnuon s
temiory and by i npptunncex l.l.ktly tobe a live
branch, 30 have 10 look
g:ly kzz«p upoun:wwxmuv.h:wm
ibers that tl
Site Trom the Bert 1o the
was for August only, and.
sday in the month
eptember 6th, when we h
s for the comi
winter season. So come along and air yous i
ittee can work on a that
secmuq pleased to

especial e Newark dist
Rt b e T

s«nuﬁv FIL: Snell, Kerry Arms Hotel,

MARLBOROUGH
President :
‘Chairman : A. Keiller,
Se 20 Talhywn, 28, George Lane,

§f the newly formed Mazlborough

A meeting
and Dmrlzt Branc}
&

oma
. Ballantyne, secretary of the Association.
WIC Ballantave. pointed out that the apjees
were 1o promote and maintain cnmnd:shlp
between all those who had - served.
Risiesty's Air Forces | 10 assit i cvery possible

kAsl?ARBE’l'

T Tansley
| Syt B Booss No's, MU, RAF,
“Rlarseburys Kiddomivaser
The first of a new series of informal social
in Canteen,
e-cmmg,m:uw,-m-
was present, ine

, eod il be appier st if they, and
-llemhsmmb le fric
fll in the nmi"é'm Form sent out wﬁdm-
Journal.
LONDON (CENTRAL)
Captain J. A. Binnie
arrick Road, Greenford, Mads.
LONDON (SOUTH)
Pm-;dm: i
Secretary : P.]-
36, Gloidesdale Road, Balham, S.W. 12
LONDON (SOUTH EAST)
aiman: FJLS. . 7. B, Clarke

s%dm,sﬂs

President

LONG BENTON

s’”%%s",,\uw;, RAF. Station,
LULSGATE BOTTOM—BRISTOL

. E.V. R.AF. Station,
"Eisait Bitom, ey

| JANGHESTER AND satrorD
“"’d‘"c‘.a,,nso.,o% B CBEG

S«m% m, o B&M Wlwllw St

35,

L oD SeRving and Who wese b s (h°! i
dent s HN. ‘and wi
Vg iy ot e S E R
; ¥ vice or orher pensi
O ioune Ao Middlston; Mancherr - Asidebted 1o the T and 0 help them in abuming iy ylnd{
IPSWICH the privilege of the | o Pendants of'?ﬁ's" :fy'?fu'ﬁmom‘ "“n had
President < Squadron Leader H. C. F. Bllis A6 i THomn Sl
man: F. 2 Bsg., to be voicing m;?n rom  and for civilisati
e et e i
on Juaslisy s Dance was held g the g, O e e e W Do g o 04
Arca N Which was B A PR and Mr. LE. G,
woted @ great suceess Tkgixuﬂ(wmnﬁl‘ A ZHll ke o el Emmeir, Mr. H. a of the
« airman’s d 1 weral Commitiee, on wh L H.
PR ey e e R L e
G eiother s & “Engagenents * list 'As s now our custom, PR oD Uk Benovalem Sliciotihe
i ndan obain the Gekets I, Coling, Ustgerrcnibe Q“‘“"IH%
bave  Tof the mectings.
e g o MELKSHAM

T. Massop, Corporals’ Mess,
bing, e A Station, Melksham,

MID-BUCKS

Weedon  Road,

Ousley, 3,
Bucks.
MILDENHALL
e CnplamR H. Young, D.S.0.
Szalmg' St Bri F., Mildenhall,
MIDLAND REG!

Seaerary: 1. Bill, S .1. » Mou
Roud, Penn, Wolverhampion. 0"

nearly o
closer touth with the Atsocation. than
Sver before, Tt ds hoped it these Region

es in t.hb
e ity e R, e ginne
‘General

and all gather at the
‘befc mw Ly PTeSI%n'
MONTROSE AND DISTRICT

President :
Secretary : P. G.

98, High m, Mm, Angus
Presider G:m ain Col’g

e o .

C.B.E., 4. “g A.

Chairman s W. A. Buc
e Bergil,
0, Lutterworth Road, Narthamu
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] bers enrolled since st January, One  WANDERBOOM (SOUTH AFRICA)
] R.A.F.A. Branch 5 g oo e eringly S Yt
g i a total of 1,141 for last year, just over &
i Letters—continued o5t tom of biaL 1o st vt st Chairman
| current year.  This is certainly not the fault of s:mu;y OF.J.
NORTH KENT the Offices and Commitee of the Branch, buc i3, Best o ramoaal
one of the items which we will put down o
an s Chas H. Ausin, Eg. foss of contact and change of addresses.”"The
craary : IV, Waterman, 105 o contace is 3 very dificult matter to over- o WEST HERTS
111, 0ld Road, Grayford, Kent e would “elcome “Suggestions. from [rgem
4 Branch ers,
§ President ,v c‘,“m‘.’..”}y‘fg R. C. Spencer,  Friday, July Tath saw members and their S:m.raiy E. D. Burton,
0. i i 1, Rudolph Road, Bushey, Herts.
Choimiesi 17 & Bareu, Esa, West
Sacretary ' WESTON-SUPER-MARE
i, Thorpa oad, Noraich G
OTTINGHAM siden
qdiLdr. A. G, Ball Chairman g BN La
g an Erod Tavior, Bia Seraary: WIOT. R, dngea
S, Hyde 3
k Huathaley Drive, Valley Road, o
PETERBOROUGH WOLVERHAMPTON AND DISTRICT
Stevenson, Esg President : Group Captain G. E
7. g e B . Mot
Gnerch Soesee Busrborovgh
SEALAND
down in their new Branch and surroundings.
1. T. Spencer,
D e RAF, Starion hawEs:
Sienicin. o ISPF‘:hmTE?qN
President : eicher,
B e IR Glub Commitee must hve been very graified
o S . 7. Divers, M.B.E. s m ‘ eer
DESIGNED & CONSTRUCTED G Tt ;& um e lﬁ:mf it o 1 :"’t"“ﬂ {‘which e
: v AUNTON Carmarked for the Réd Cross and the other halt
&) e g Prusidens: Cronp Cagaein 3 0. Wonser, 0.5 - Son e B &
long, but oidably 2,
ranes lasmkgxm;ég' Theattendance  Ghairman : . F Clode, Ei AL ERetD COll CUb s gl or
MECKERS-ARMSTRONGS was small o« we cxpected, but the vesulc has St SIS L UL mion Batmpton on benalfof the Red Cross, and another
o a 5,
LIMITED Sissmine o oo g de e TORONTO (GANADA) S B e e
was elect airman, with Mr. Gillam the  President : Committee for the marvell dt, and
SUPERMARINE WORKS va«.gh‘.':n?;n.ﬂ; Tressur hnd Se CECISY  Chairman ; P. G. Guyion, Big. a38lar the Phathe ey Sl but o
were borh lected o serve  further period. ed thian i the puier FoT S L
wias. decided 10 leave one. oF onnay ! %
FOR THE vacancies open for the time hv.-mg and only oo ot e e e e ey Sl on
iembetévieresclecied M A.C. o M"J“}“ﬁ I THE P éney GOIE Cih 1 wery Pael spphecisted Ly
Cooper, who will représent us i et i e members of the Wolverhampton Branch,
ROYAL AIR FORCE e h U e

Seeretary: S[Ldr, C. 7. Hedee,

G we ; i theve
i e flle wistrs ~ (Moements R.T.0),  look back with the greatest pleasure on.
B St psonncl Rt R Tl s, Hih Hobm, London, * bappy i spent fFonn. " Onuly T, soms
ch Group Captain Sayc awbury, VANCOUVER (CANADA) Fvitathin S e e Gl e
nkmg Birn 1o Becor coBranEk et i, ool Prasidenty Club, Room and passed the time ey b
e €0l Monianoor " accept & Vice-  Chatoman: 1, Macrads o e gé’."; "f'&" Mk "’5 d
o irman s 7. , ogether, somme i ;
locally on xm various R.A.F. Stations and we 2 Sy

THE FASTEST SINGLE
SEATER FIGHTER

1944

STILL THE FASTEST SINGLE
SEATER FIGHTER

‘ I8 Your Friend a Member ? I

‘¢ Air Mail >’ Appeal
Any donations for the R.AF.
Bene'volem Fund sent to the Editor
will in due course be acknowledged
here, ad scpasarely forwasded 5o Loed
Riverdale,the Chairman of the Fund.
Donations
The following donations to the
R.A.F.Association have recently been
recefved, and are hereby acknowledged
with the grateful thanks of the Council.
A letter of thanks has of eourse. been
sent 1o each of these our friends :
Mrs. Laski
gs 55 Col. Sir Reginald Keanedy Cox
Esq.
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105 K

3s Miss E. Murray

Pensions Department

‘We continue with marked success to
assist members with their many pension
queries. We are particularly pleased
with a recent success obtained at the
appeals tribunal, Law Con
when the appeal of Mr. 1 was allowed,
This case, by the way, was xeprcsenred
by Mr. Adams, Secretary of
Grantham Branch. It was his ﬁnt
attempt at tribunal cases and was a
considerable personal triumph,

Employment Advice Bureau

The Employment and Advice De-
partment still continue to assist ex-
service personnel to fifd employment.
The. followmg are some of the situations

filled by u:
Mr. A, Skllled Engineering work.
Mr. B. Radio Inspection.

Mr. C. Laboura'
Mr. D. Shop
Mr. E. Air Semce “Assistant Clerk.
Miss F. Clerk Typist.
Mr. G. Salesman Traveller.
Mr, H. rk
Mr. 1. Groundsman,
%L {( Security Offic

r. K. Investigation

Re::gch ka
Not

came to be used by the R.A.F.A.

R.A.F.A.

“BY SERVICE WE SUCCEED "
4 message from Air Commodore
L. Howard-Williams
My Dear Sir (or Madam),

‘'ou may recall to mind the quounon
in my last letter : “ United we shall be
strong in our ability to help the weak.”
A worthy ideal indeed, and one to be
attained only by unrelenting effort.
‘We need healthy branches. We must
continually be on our toes to improve,
0 adapt, to progress, and to achieve an
even higher standard of service.

‘We exist to foster comradeship among
our members, and through our people
and their friends. We favour close
accord with other bodies having si
aims,  We shzll !ose nmhmg of our
independen erating  with
those who a:e also helpmg airmen and
airwomen.

1 consider, and I know you do, too,
that this Association has a great future.
It is up to us to look after the best
interests of our members within
limits of the common good. For them,
in the post-war period, we seek to pro-
vide slablhty in a world of opportunity.

are on the threshold. The
future, as I have stressed, lies beckon-
ing before us. Let us, then, go for-
ward, conscious of our purpose ; with
our Pemuons Department, Employment
Advice Bureau, and our Legal Panel as
sign posts on the road to success.

Let us, as comrades in blue, work
togedxer ever closer, 50 that and

W.A.A.F. personnel will for ever remain
proud of their association.

In our efforts during the months that
fouaw, 1 know I can count on o

ow someone in the R.A.
orWAAF who is not a member wil
you please invite them to join ?

My good wishes always.

Yours sincerely,

&W

Air Commodore (Retd.)
Chairman of the Executivg Committee

Subscrigtion Order Form (for non-members of R.A.F.A. only)

To THE “ AIR MALL,”

134, FLEET STREET, LONDON, E.C.4
Please send me a copy of the AIR MAIL every month fora period of
twelve months for which I enclose 6/~
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NEWS

Headquarters Roll

The following resolution of the
Executive Committee is promulgated
for the information of members ;

“The Executive Committee of the
Association considered the problem of
the very large numbcr of munhm who
are at present not belonging to a branch.
It is at present essential to keep the
names of members serving abroad and
some ohers, on the roll at Headquarters.
Itis clearly desirable that any member

who is in a position to join an existing
branch should do so. members
should be in a position to express. dmr
opinion as to the

The strength of the Association will
depend upon the- interest which its
members take in its pmmdmgs
Therefore the Executive
rightly desire that every member shculd
do his or her utmost t0 join an existing
branch or, in cases where there are
sufficient members m the vicinity, to
form a new branch.”
Legal Panel

A Legn Panel is being formed from
among Barristers and Sol.lclr.on ‘who
have served or are LACK:,
The object is to continue for membﬂt
the advantages they possessed while in
the Service, of being able. to secure a

description. ly & free first opinion
is contemplated, except in cases of
it when the Association

may be able to help.

It will be appreciated if barristersand
solicitors who have served or are now

g
not already members) and if they will
nouify Headquarters, or e Secretary
of their local Branch.

\msrl on
Members who have not paid this
year’s subscription are invited to do so

now, either to their By Secretary
or to Headquarters, stating their Branch
to which the amount of course be

credited. A mcmbenhxp form is en-
closed so that old members may rejoin
or may invite new members to join.
Service Pay and Allowances
The R.AF.A. is obviously in-
terested in Service Pay, Pensions md
Family and other Allowances.
are being taken to see t!m the views of
our members are represent -
Hand this Copy to a Friend
Anumber of members have f regone
their copies of this issue of *“ Air Mail.”
50 that we may introduce our objects
to others.

v

e 2 ex-RAF. and ex-
Shawbury,  Secretary : 2

those overseas.
hanks o mine hosc” of the Victoria, whoy
b o member, our old
nva‘l«bla« of fatire moetings and, we hope, some
our old mghes, "Our dances Rave Kop. very
popular and shouid more 50 now that a
pnew commigte wil mcnn dditional help in the
ballroom. ~ There are still some members who
Bave’ ot paid their subs.  Should this. mect
their cyes, wil they please remit at the carlicst.
. he Secretary isaivays pleased 10
rom old_ members o lev's
hearing from you. Al the best to old Shrews:
bury blokes and the Association in general
from Shrewsbury. HR.

RADLETT
Preside

airman
Secretary : F|Sgt. 7. Torkildson, R.A.F.,
Radlett, Herts.
s HAN
Ghairman WG F.J. B. Pouell
Stcretary 5, 0. MeCam
4y West | 3, Glam.
We hive great pléasure i iformin
pastand present that our membership s steadily
rising. The figure up the the end of July st
at 119" paid up Members. | Of this total
only'451 arc old members, the remainder being

MILDENHALL—A Bunch of Happy Members
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Those Who Built Can
BEST Re-build . . . .

OMBER stations, aircraft factories,

military camps, ordnance factories,
oil installations, ammunition sites,
naval bases—those and a score of
other projects have absorbed our
entire efforts in this war.

But when the time comes for
rebuilding this battered world—when
all such work at home and abroad
becomes a *“No. | priority''—then
Sir Lindsay Parkinson and Co., Ltd.,
“will be found supremely ready to play
a leading part once more.

Their world-wide experience of
Civil Engineering, General Building,
Harbours, Docks, Roadways, Airports
7 and other Public Works, plus
the intensive knowledge gained
through their war-time activities,
will then be available for all post-war
enterprises in any part of the world.

SIR LINDSAY PARKINSON

& co., LTD,,
<
‘:2

Building and Civil Engineering Contractors,

171, SHAFTESBURY AVE., LONDON, W.C.2.
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