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ABSTRACT

Becvarova Hana. University of West Bohemia. June, 2014tdsy of the American
Independence and Its Influence in the Area of EdayyLife.
Supervisor: Brad Vice, Ph.D.

The object of this undergraduate thesis is to sti@British colonization in the
eighteen century and the later American fight fmlependence. It shows the fight for the
American rights, fight against the injustice caubgdritain and fight for the American
freedom. During this time, the American inhabitanent through the complete change,
whether it was the change of the political systernhe change of personal feelings of
people and this transformation led to the new stateto the new community of people.

The whole thesis could be divided into two largartg. The first part shows the life
in the American colonies and their government &edréasons which led to the American
Revolution and td he Declaration of Independencine second part of this thesis shows
how the government was changed and along withvit ¢ftanged the life of the American
inhabitants. The second part shows how the impbdacuments such dhe Declaration
of IndependencandThe Constitution of the United Statdsanged the future of millions

of people practically over a night.
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INTRODUCTION

My work deals with history of American independe@ee how people come to it.
From the first colonies and first settlers, throwlifferent wars, battles and acts we will get
to The Declaration of Independenagad to the independence itself.

The aim of the thesis is to describe how peoplediin the British colonies on the
American continent, because right there startedAtimerican fight for independence. At
first it is necessary to look into the already nmmtd lives of colonial people, their
government and their feelings to later better ustaed their lust for freedom.

Life in the American colonies went on some placeslem severe conditions,
whether connected with bad crops or raids of tltkalms who protected their lands and
even Britain itself complicated the life of the a@pists and actually even to herself,
primarily in the time of battles or in the time @émanding the taxes. Of course especially
in the meaning of taxes colonists had to protest$elves seeing that they had to have the
same rights as the British, just for example irpees of levies where people in the colonies
had to pay the taxes on imported goods. Nowadagseins to be logical, but in the™8
century it meant, that colonist had to pay taxesgimods imported from their own land.
That is why colonists fought for their rights anghast the injuries which Britain caused
them.

Later, afterThe Declaration of Independengeeople fought for their rights again,
but now in the meaning of personal independencegXample women fought for the right
to own property, the right to vote etc. The blackanity or slaves had to firstly fight for
their own freedom and later also for their rightvtge. In the 18 century everyone on the
American continent searched their own freedom addpendence, they searched for their
American dream.

Most of the people really believed that their coyrould win over the British and
would gain their political freedom and by this reageople could gain their own liberty,
the freedom which they could really feel. Thinkioymost of the people was influenced
by opinions of movement of enlightenment and thelielbed that honesty is the best
policy and only by their very hard work they caningdheir aim, and that was
independence. This feeling of independence evokasita to live in the people.

Nevertheless, the American continent always appetrebe as the land of new
opportunities with a guarantee of freedom for ewagy in disregard of race, religion or a

position in society.



COLONIES AND COLONISTS

When Spain in the fifteenth century sent Christepbelumbus search for a new
trade route to India nobody knew what he exactcalered. Columbus himself was
disappointed that he did not find anyone with whisencould do business. Therefore the
New World was quite in peace for several decadegafs, but later Britain as the main
conqueror of the American world decided made thst bethis lands and it was Britain’s
chance how to gain another possession and what, rhove to be more powerful. The
British Empire firstly sent people to the coloniashe names of trading corporations and
colonies themselves had to serve as branches dee ttompanies. Other people came to
America for freedom, mostly religious. People camstart a new life, a different life. In
their old life they were just beggars, criminals pgople who were uncomfortable for
community and the New World was a chance for therohance to be a new person, a
chance to achieve something.

Other reason why colonial empires, especially oivgrdul European countries,
were founded was to gain control of far and nonelpaan nations and in principle of
mercantilism under which European countries opdratelonies were another way how to
increase an economic wealth and the wealth of empim general. Colonial powers
considered themselves as messengers, who haahgpdorilization to distant countries; we
are talking about a burden of a white man. Butamy civilization came to the new lands.
Different diseases and different religions came@lwith it and it had disastrous influence
on native people, on the Indians. Colonies provideshelter to different denominations
and individual churches, which deviated from soamirms, and the colonies were
generally known as a territory, where differentiynking people could live, let's say in
conformity. Later of course, human greed and lostdroperty appeared and colonies
stopped to be an ideal place to live.

English colonization on the one hand, was unsutdeasd on the other hand,
successful. Colonization in the meaning of unswusfaésattempt signified that the first
settlers on the new continent, especially in tHanich colonies, had to start from scratch.
They could build something new just by very hardrkvand same opinion had even a
captain and founder of the first colony, Jamestalahn Smith, who said: “He that will not
work shall not eat” (Tindall and Shi 52). Unforttiely some of the first settlers in efforts
to survive paid the highest price, they paid bytkleBeside it these colonies were more

exposure to the native American inhabitants whedtrio protect their lands. Whereas
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colonies on the shore of the Atlantic Ocean quitsspered. Probably thanks to the harbors
in which ships were made even during The RevolatipiWar or thanks to fishing, slaves
or people, who were hired for working on plantasion

Life in the colonies went according to people wived in and it much depended on
tenacity of every individual, how he or she couehldwith a new environment and with a
loss of previous life, with a loss of family, frigs and familiar places.

GOVERNMENT AND ECONOMY IN EARLY COLONIES

In America every colony reined to itself througbvgrnors elected by the Crown,
mainly because Britain wanted to reserve its owwegument in colonies on the one hand,
but on the other hand, Britain was not sending atrmay commands and intimations until
the time of law making. There were just some adtiesrgiven to the specific governors
and it was just their business what happened im todony and how they controlled it.
Governors had power to name and canceled theks;lgave orders to militia and to naval
power, they had power to amnesty and at the sameettiey kept a political and economic
interests of the Crown, especially in the areaadeé and assessments. Unfortunately there
was a problem. Although colonies had governmerd, gbvernment did not reign by
sufficient power and people, when they started limethe New World, they were
accustomed to govern themselves from the beginniepple had to rely just on
themselves, no government could help, for examplevate fields, they had to do it by
their own hands, and this independence has growm anhabit through the years.
According to an interviewed one war veteran, Lekeg®on, who was asked sixty-seven
years after the Battles at Lexington and Concoelcan see that people in the New World
wanted to stay in this position: “young man, wha meant in going for those redcoats
was this: we always had governed ourselves, andlways meant to” (Tindall and Shi
206).

Economy in the colonies developed to such extewtiheuited to the ruling power,
not in the way how it could be helpful to the loc&leds. Britain considered the colonies
just like another possessions and sources, anevidlithat colonies existed just to bring
the profit to the mother country which should pobtdnem in return. And after that, when
colonists rose in revolt, the King and the parliatealized, that what they recovered by
hard work and by their own hands they started $e.|®ritain just took an oversized piece

which she could not swallow.



BEFORE THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION — CAUSES OF THE WAR

The Seven Years’ War - The French and Indian War

Britain and the colonies lived in harmony almasé dwundred years until the British
Empire was in no war. The first of them was Kingll\&in's War (1689 — 1697), second
war was Queen Anne’s War (1702 — 1713) and thectasflict which ruined Great Britain
was King George’s War or in other words The Warthed Austrian Succession or The
Silesian Wars and The Seven Years’ War. After thwaes, Britain found herself with
almost no financial resources and had an ideactilahies could participate in paying this
national debt.

The Seven Years’ War was primarily a conflict beswésreat Britain and France.
Fighting took place from years 1756 to 1763 on savieonts, in Europe, North America
and Asia. Whereas on the North American continemas called The French and Indian
War. The conflict was ended by The Treaty of Peri$763 and according to Edward and
Renehan: “With that treaty — signed by Great Bmit&rance, and Spain — France lost to
Great Britain all of its North American possessig¢escept Louisiana, which it had ceded
to Spain) (4).

The French and Indian War was fought on severatgd on the American
continent. A main collision was presented in owhgr®of valley situated on a junction of
Allegheny and Monongahela rivers, in upper OhioeRiNn principle the conflict decided,
who will dominate to the force of North America. ther it was the British Crown or the
French Empire we will get through later.

In the year of 1754 King George lll gave to theooasdts, several acres of land
behind the Appalachian Mountains: “It was all ahrigrize, ... and the colonist had no
intention of relinquishing it” (Cunliffe 39). On i account The Ohio Company was
formed by Virginians and its object of undertakwgs exploring the country and gain
money by building trading posts. In the functidncompany’s manager stood Lawrence
Washington, brother of George Washington. In ther i&’'54 was already known that the
territory was settled down by the French, who hgdiicant relationship with the native
inhabitants. And these two brothers often talkeduabt. Both understand that: “[they]
shall have trouble with the French” and George Wagbn said: “it looks as if [they]
should have to drive them out by force” (Baldwin).38nd both were right. Good brother
Lawrence tried to ensure Washington’s future angdtehim to get a position in a still

British army as a general and in the spring Washmgharched to the head of Ohio River,
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but: “it was a small army to advance against tloiglands of French and Indians who now
held the region” (Baldwin 38). In a battle inexgerted Washington had to surrender,
nevertheless he wrote to his brother: “We obtaiaemhost signal victory ... | heard the
bullets whistle, and, believe me, there is sometltimarming in the sound” (Cunliffe 47).
As future American, Washington was proud of himselfl his deeds were not unnoticed.
Thanks to his courage marched against such adwgn@eneral Braddock offered him a
position among his men. And the war with the Frelmati now already begun.

People of course did not want to go to war, butetlveas no other way. The French
felt threatened with an arrival of the British ahey: “ ... viewed this as a British attempt
to claim the entire area [of this valley] ... ” (M#on 11). Therefore the French began to
fortify themselves with Fort Beausejour. This felbuld be a beginning of a future system
of strategically sited forts and by this systeme #rench wanted to enclose the British
colonies. But Governor Robert Dinwiddie was giveooanmand to make a move against
the French and in 1754 he did the same, he aldb@dort. Under these circumstances
George Washington, who was later in the year 1786ted the first president of the
United States of America, had a task, to proteawiddie’s fort and to negotiate with the
French and discourage them from building forts.

A very first bloodshed of this collision took plabefore Washington managed to
come to the Dinwiddie’s fort. The French alreadyaeited the fort and rename it to Fort
Duquesne. How Washington marched forwards agaiest énemy he received a message
that the French are moving towards them. He stojfgea while and built a new fort, Fort
Necessity. Later Washington ambushed the Frencliesslalthough they wanted negotiate
and some of them were taken prisoner. The revehdgetnch wanted to release their
captive soldiers and in the Fort Necessity beathivigson back. This fight took nine hours
and allies of the French, the Indians: “ ... atfadk the British troops [by] scalping and
killing several men. The French officers and mea Ildile to stop them” (Marston 13).
Here we can exactly see how spiteful the Frenclevagainst the British. After this battle
the Crown was banished of this junction of rivand ¢ghe French burnt Fort Necessity.

The British Empire did not surrender so easilyMarch 1755 General Braddock
and Gage with their regiments arrived to Americaey reached the remains of Fort
Necessity in June 25 and crossed the Monongaheé,Riut the French knew about them:
“ ... Captain de Beaujeu assembled an attack foremd led them out of Fort Duquesne ...
both armies met and skirmished” (Marston 29). Thig#dh under firing of the French and

the Indians had to fall back to the remains of Rtetessity. Later the British came again
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and approximately sixty-four kilometers remote froRort Duquesne built up Fort
Ligonier. In the beginning of October the Frenctaekted Fort Ligonier and after two
hours long battle they had to fall back. In Novemb® when the British felt the French
contemporary weakness and their chance for sudtesByitish beat the French back. But
the French soldiers cowardly burnt the fort and aaray rather than fight. After all, the
Crown finally reached this junction of rivers andrh the remains of Fort Duquesne the
British built a new fort, Fort Pitt, today’s cityf @ittsburgh where up to the present day can
be seen the walls of the fort as the place to relpeem

Nevertheless, after some lost battles:

... the British won important victories at LouislbgiyNova Scotia], Fort Frontenac
[Ontario], Fort Carillon (later Ticonderoga) [Lakhamplain], and Crown Point
[Lake Champlain], and at Fort Duquesne (now Pittgbuand Fort Niagara [, but]
the climax came with the British victory on the iRkaof Abraham [Quebec] ... .

(“French and Indian War”)

The battle of Plains of Abraham is in other wor@gidive Battle of Quebec which took
place in 18 September 1759. The British troops laid the siegthe city all two months
on a land and on water, until a final and fatakkldor the French had come. The battle
took place outside the walls of the Quebec City #reltown was forced to capitulate.
After the Crown defeated the French, it gainedttasr of New France at that time, today’s
territory of Canada. By this date the French poimeAmerica ended and since the year
1763 Britain ruled America and ruled the world: &at Britain’s victory meant that it was
now the most powerful empire in the world. The BhtEmpire had colonies on almost
every continent” (Gunderson 12), but not for lo&gnce this victory, colonists began to

think about themselves more as the Americans tahglish or the British.

Relicts of the War — Acts

After the end of The Seven Years’ War, the Briti&town was financially drained
and she was in a serious economic trouble. Shet dimdy two possibilities how to solve
the financial crisis: declare national bankruptcyadically raise taxes” (Rakova 44), and
in addition British King George lll signed so-call®oyal Proclamation in 1763, which
was an imaginary line over the Appalachian Mourgai@olonists could not cross it and

governors could not measure the land behind thes [The King together with Grenville,
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Prime Minister and Minister of Finance, consideggapropriate to participate with the
colonies in a defense of this boundary and loseasexrted with The Seven Years’ War:
“To help pay some of these debts, King Georgeritl the British parliament imposed new

taxes on the colonists” (Gunderson 12) and:

The seaboard colonies were now required to pay share of the costs of empire,
through taxes that would also define more shatpdymercantilist pattern,
according to which the colonies supplied raw materio Britain and provided a

market for Britain’s manufactures. (Cunliffe 67)

However British merchants themselves were opposethdé assessments, by reason of
possible decreasing their trades with coloniesnJdancock, a tradesman, one of the
fighters for a revolutionary movement and one @& sipporters of later established anti-
British group The Sons of Liberty: “ ... complainaout the acts’ effect on his business
..." (Gaines and Schlesinger 21). Other supponel laader among the Virginians who
stood the reason: “ ... not to import taxable gowds Britain” (Cunliffe 70) was George
Washington. He: “addressed to the throne and retraortes to Parliament [that they] have
already proved the inefficacy of ... how far [Bsii attention to [colonial] rights and
privileges is to be awakened or alarmed by startieg [British] trade and manufactures,
remains to be tried” (Cunliffe 70 and 71). And ewatonies themselves waged business
war between each other. They did not import contipetgoods for the development of
their own trade.

The Prime Minister Grenville in the year of 176dsped through a first law, The
Revenue Act, or in other words The Sugar act, amel Turrency Act, which had to bring
money into the royal chest from colonies. The Sugarcut rate of the duty on molasses
to a half and next this act imposed duty for examp indigo, coffee and other goods,
which colonists imported from countries outside tBmpire. Britain passed this law
hoping, that the colonists would stop smugglingdgand in the royal treasury would
increase. But the opposite was true. The earniraya this custom were insufficient and
failed to cover even an administrative expendittmanected with it, let alone to cover
defense spending. The Currency Act proclaimed tth@atAmericans could not print their
own money because it would devalue the Britisheswry. Colonists and even Britain itself
got into a vicious circle by this act. Britain wadtmoney, but colonies had nothing to pay
with.



In 1765 the British parliament approved anothey tets, The Quartering Act and
The Stamp Act. The Quartering Act had, in the dpeareas of the American continent,
ensured food and an accommodation for British soddiin taverns, empty houses and in
homes of the colonists, of course at house’s owserese. The Stamp Act was the first
direct tax and it occurred in a form of stamps dle& every printed material (including
newspapers), documents and even on the playing ead dice. It was affirmed in 1756
by the British parliament also and it gave riseatgreat indignation between American
inhabitants, because they had to pay fees in ithe Where was acute absence of currency.
And colonists were asking themselves, why peopliéncolonies, exiles of the European
World with a hard living in a different place shduay extra money in the means of taxes
and why they should pay for the imported goods ftheir own country: “What irked the
American colonies ... was the assumption that theye not parts of Britain but
possessions of Britain” (Cunliffe 67). And what wasre; the colonies already stood on
their own legs and were already almost independémtactuality they were mature, or
nearly so, in modes of life and in habits of selfigrnment” (Cunliffe 67 - 68) and of
course they could not agree with this act and md¢ with this one, but with all: “They
took their stand as liberty-loving Britons; theiloguence arose naturally out of their
heritage and out of their own circumstances” (Gtenlv0). While people reacted with
violence, John Adams, the second president andirgteVice president of the United
States, in those days fighter for the Americantsgheacted with intellect: “He gave many
speeches. He also wrote many newspaper articlag aba a new [British] government
could be run” (Welsbacher 18). And all those revaitere not about the money, it was
about principle. Britain did not help to the firstttlers; it just gave them a land, but no
money to start. And on the contrary, in the timeToke Seven Years’ War the colonies
helped Britain. They provided her with a supporaiform of soldiers and reserves. On the
other hand, the principle was that colonists urtdecsit as an infringement of their rights.
In John Adams’s essay “A Dissertation on the Caaoth the Feudal Law”, published in

Boston Gazettehe: “ ...discussed what he believed was the Hasigertain American

freedoms and rights — British law ...” (Wagner aay:

according to liberal theories of government, themtask and authority of
the parliament consisted in deciding on foreign eyomade by taxes and every
inhabitant had the right to participate in thisidem through his representatives

which he chooses. If he did not vote, he did neteha pay the taxes — and vice
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versa. (Rakovéa 57)

And other problem was that Britain could by thix tget in a possession of colonial
treasuries very easy: “These laws were not interidddakbnefit the American people, but
were designed to enrich the merchants and pohisca England” (Baldwin 106). So the
colonies protested, until they would not have sameim the parliament to stand for their
rights and discussed all features of the assessmatiit them, they cannot be granted by
taxes. On this account appeared a famous stateottamed by Patrick Henry at the
meeting of Virginia parliament: No taxation withoutpresentation. Disturbances
stimulated colonists to a fellow feeling. So theetof American independence was planted
and it was growing and getting stronger and stronge

In 1765 twenty and seven delegates from nine cetoim New York, formed The
Stamp Act Congress to arrange protests of the srsges, to repeal the law and to send a
petition to King George llIDeclaration of the Rights and Grievances of theo@i@s The
colonies actually started a first collective actiagainst the British Crown. Meanwhile
people vented their anger and a discouragementaofpssellers was in progress. Their
houses, offices and flats were burnt by the firdgi-British association, so-called The Sons
of Liberty (The Loyal Nine how they called themsedy. “The British Militia, the Sheriffs
and Justices, kept a low profile. No one daredaedgpo such a violent force” (“The Sons
of Liberty”). The Sons of Liberty also kept an eye tradesmen in ports, to adhere boycott
of import of the British goods. However: “the Bastonporters removed from prohibition
vital goods and boycott was restricted to one y&eansoceanic trade was too lucrative
business, ...” (Rakova 77). The colonists were Bidwit surely taking control over the
British. Everyone hoped that the Stamp Act would dimlished before it came into
operation, but on the other hand, John Hancocklgroed: “If not, ... we must submit”
(Gaines and Schlesinger 22). The Stamp Act wasdlffifar a general relief repealed in
1766 in a special Declaratory Act, where the Brifgrliament kept the right to make laws
even for colonists, who as the subordinate to tlesv@ had to accept it.

After these acts, colonists started slowly, buteuiprotest, because their own
mother land had no right to impose the taxes omtla@d to pass the laws without
discussing. Britain as the colonies’ mother land t@adiscuss all circumstances with the
colonies and at least made the terms of comproniibe. colonists started feel the

indifference in the face of them from the Britistiesand no child put up with.



Events in Boston — The Boston Massacre and The BostTea Party

Relations between Britain and America after imposiof taxes and duties were
increasingly failing and there were several coigli® main area of actions was primarily
Boston. Another problem because of taxes was thggglimg of goods which in 1773
almost bankrupted The East India Trading Company.

The Boston Massacre was an incident which shotiatll sides of the Atlantic
Ocean. It took place in May"™ 1770, on one Boston square before the customhouse,
where the British soldiers were confronted by hestnd dissatisfied colonists. Excitement
at the square summoned reinforcements for the essldind another mob of colonists
armed with staves, which already attacked. The i&aldin confusion, unfortunately
successfully, started shoot to the group of peofsfeer this incident governor, Thomas
Hutchinson, did not want more trouble and commarttiedsoldiers to fall back on ships
and guard along the coast. Only their presencee@sed the still present stress and the
British red uniforms colonists perceived as a baks the red scarf.

After this incident a trial was taken and John Adamas a lawyer of the soldiers:
“Adams accepted, believing that the case wouldhioitant and that it would prove a test
of the right of all men to legal representation daid trial” (Wagner 24) and that every
person had a right for defense. John Adams tricoettionest on both sides whether the
British or the American and he believed that gaittthis Massacre was on both sides: “He
[also] argued that the mob must bear responsibititywhat had happened. But Adams
also noted that the mob had gathered because 8fitish government’s policy of sending
in soldiers to keep the peace” (Wagner 24). Onativer hand his cousin Samuel in his
essay “A short Narrative of the Horrid Massacrd&oston” focused on compurgation just
on the American side. He tried to: “refute chartjed the Bostonians were the aggressors
in the incident and to build up public pressureiagtahe British military” (Linder).

Otherwise, The Boston Massacre was the first adnili the American War of
Independence in which the blood was shed, Gatnbridge Monolingual Dictionary
mentions the word massacre as: “an act of killingtaf people”. In the boolmerica: A
Narrative Historyis written: “When the smoke cleared, five peoplg dn the ground dead
or dying, and eight more were wounded” (187), whuobans that final figures of victims
had risen to thirteen people. In this massacre hatebeen killed thousands or ten
thousand people as in concentrate camps in then8asrld War, but it deeply stroked

into the human minds.
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After death of the first people in the Boston Massaboth sides realized that was
really going about a serious thing. Britain becasoascious that if she loses colonies on
the North American Continent, it could be just egng of the end. The British Empire
could also lose other colonies, for example indndiustralia, etc. They could want, after
the fashion of the Americans, to be independerd. &svision of possible loss was not
positive for Great Britain and that is one of teasons why she wanted to fight for its
place in the American world.

The Boston Tea Party was an escalation of evergswdral years: “it was the first
major protest by the colonists against the Brigglvernment” (Gunderson 5). When in
1769 British ruler George lll, resolved upon an ldalom of all assessments and duties
except the tea, colonists rose in revolt. In spiteBritain which still kept exacting tea
taxes, settlers perseveringly resisted and refysgihg. On the one hand, they began
boycotting the British goods and on the other hamel smuggling increased. For The East
India Trading Company which had a lot of reservesea, but no consumption, came a
difficult situation. Later, Britain tried to helghé¢ Company and: “in April 1773, Prime
Minister North proposed in the House of Commongetd he West India Company evade
the shipping law and export a part of its resergbdsea from London’s stores to the
American colonies, without paying obligatory dutyEngland” (Rakova 100). At the end
of the year 1773 ships loaded with tea were amjivinio larger ports like New York or
Philadelphia and with a full freight they had to lgack, because colonists resigned took
over the tea. In Boston people solved this by thein way; they did not let the ships sail
into the port. Whereas the sons of the GovernoBadgton, Thomas Hutchinson, were
recipients of the tea, Hutchinson immediately utads proper arrangements. He forbade
the ships to leave until the tea will be unloaded the fee paid. Unfortunately, this was a
fatal error. The ships sat in the harbor more ttraee months until December. People
dressed as the Mohawks Indians, encouraging bgvedcirom the bank, boarded the ships
and drowned the tea in a worth of twenty three $laod pounds. Since this accident, the
port was closed by one of The Coercive Acts or [Rb@erable Acts, passed in 1774. Any
ship would not come in or go out, until the settlpay the destroyed tea in all its worth.
Colonists, of course, never paid a cent: “...thegtbyed the tea to teach the British a
lesson. The British had to learn that the colomgtsild no longer tolerate any type of
taxation without representation” (Gunderson 28)t Biwe King did not stay apart. He
revenged and sent another group of soldiers in:drder to keep the people in subjection”

(Baldwin 49). On an account of those situations hifagton had expressed himself: “I will
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raise one thousand men, subsist them at my owmsgpand march myself at their head
for the relief of Boston” (Haley). Not only Washtog, but the whole country was really

aroused now.

The First Continental Congress

Acquisitions about the assessments provoked therigan radicals from the
colonies to join together in a unified protest agaithe Crown. As a result of this act The
Committees of Correspondence, came into being. Committees of Correspondence
were a direct authority of people policy, which glibin a time of crisis, act effectively
and act without parliamentary ceremonies and opipasi The Committees of
Correspondence later assembled the First Contin€otagress from September 5, 1774 to
October 26, in Philadelphia. The Continental cosgr&as supposed to represent all the
colonies, but in all fifty-six members of twelveoin thirteen colonies met. Only Georgia,
who did not send its delegates, did not participeie this impassivity had an influence on
its future carrier.

Some of the participating colonies mainly wantedinol a way out with Britain,
and other colonies came to defend their rights.eéxample John Hancock was one of the
supporters of division with Britain, but on the ethhand, he: “ ... did not see a serious
problem in the relationship between the colonies the British government” (Gaines and
Shlesinger 21) and according to Rakova Svatavavds representative gathering indeed,
not unanimous” (111). The main topic of the Congréiserefore was a thought of
separation with Britain and agreement for The bistights and grievances (October™14
In this List colonies agreed on an interpretatidrongin and content of the American
rights, immediate grievances and nearest aims. dikiswas sent as an application with
request of correction to King George lll, but hesmot respond to it.

In October 1774 The Congress wrdthe Declaration of RightsThis document
determined that the British government had thetriglregulate the trade and impose the
taxes on the colonies, but only taxes which wereeoted with a business in a framework
of the British Empire. Further The Congress apptotiee Suffolk of Resolves which
proclaimed The Coercive Acts as invalid.

People from the colonies, in the Suffolk of Resslve

professed to defensive procedure and referredyttioto King George, on the

other side it recommended boycott of import of gooddisobedience against
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judges which were named by the one Coercive Aet) thappealed to the
inhabitants to collect guns and be trained systealbtin a martial arts.
(Rakova 113)

This resolves show that the colonies were awakghatt could a complete separation from
England do. They could lose a very important bussnpartner from which prospered
mostly colonies at the bank of the ocean. Otheraaenies wanted to be independent, but

to what extent? This struggle seems to me as adigbarents with their children:

... the mother country regarded them as infantsetmdulged when they behaved
obediently and spanked when they were naughtyast mot heart a question of
tyranny, whatever patriotic orators said, but ofhamigrievances that took on the
semblance of major one because the parent was etuddt obstinate and
patronizing, while the offspring were of an agevant their own way. (Cunliffe
68)

But on the other hand, when the kids need an adthey come for it to the parents, for
example in later creation dihe Constitution of the United Stateslonies took a piece of

advice, or more precisely colonies were inspiredhgyparliament of Britain.

THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

A revolution, whether American or any other, acaogdto online Cambridge
Monolingual Dictionarymeans: “a change in the way a country is goverosdally to a
different political system and often using violerarewar” and the transatlantic monarchy
was in the colonies replaced by republic and natisalf-confidence, and patriotism began
grow in. The Revolution brought change of existvaues and abolition of existing
hierarchies. For the American continent it indidaéegreat shift to a liberal society based
on individualism.

The American Revolution, also called The Unitedt& War of Independence or
The American Revolutionary War became a first-raff@ir in the American history. It
meant a rebellion of the thirteen American coloragainst the British control, but it was a
civil war too, between local loyalists and localtrpas. Colonies rose in 1775, when

Britain was still dominating its settlements, howewat the end of the war, in 1783 colonies
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themselves controlled approximately 80 to 90 %eafitory and Britain had remained just
several coastal cities. The War ended with deféate British and acknowledgement of
the independence to the colonies by the Crown.

When people started to live in the New World thesrevpoor and hopeless, but the
colonies provided a vision for them how to quicklyquire some property. Nevertheless if
| were one of the most represented colonists, drieeorefugees or beggars, | would feel
very bad even if | had a land already. My mentallthewould be still in a bad condition,
because | would live in the colony in a misery amwadbuld have to make my living by a
very hard work. Later in 1723 when Benjamin Framkiimself arrived to Philadelphia, on
his way to looking for a job, had to felt as one thbse first colonists, he himself
experienced that: “He was hungry and tired. Her@tch single friend. He did not know of
any place where he could look for lodging” (Baldviid). But on the other hand people
from a higher society who came to America, livegh@ace. They paid people who worked
on their lands and they had some hinterland, they $omething to start with: “[This]
social pyramid characterized by abysmal proprietarg cultural differences [and] deep
deprivation of people from a populous and laminatettom of this pyramid, bound in
material needs and social ambitions ...” (Rakova)1®&as one of the main crisis in the
colonies which led to the revolution. During oneagetion of incomers, relations with the
British Empire were severed and reconciliation was$ possible any more. People saw
their future in a different light, in a new lighthey already did not see themselves as
exiles on a fringe of the European culture and these not afraid to fight for it.

People in the colonies reacted in various wayshernRevolutionary War. Some of
them were comfortable with their submitted positimder Britain, others were not. Mostly
depended on a place where they lived. And thistivasame even in the time of battles.
People were losing their crop and fields, whichytheuld not use for some time because
of running battles and some of the weaker charsicter packed up their possessions and
removed their families ...” for their safety to wadr places (“The Battle of Saratoga”). The

others, more adaptable and hard natured, staytb@imhomes and even fight in the army.

American Troops

As the best source of American soldiers for theeAoan Revolutionary War is
probably seen normal and ordinary citizens or ptriwho entered to the army optionally
and wanted fight for their independence from thmin conviction. But most of the

American soldiers belonged to the colonial poorpbe@nd people from the edge of the
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society. People for fight were selected by a mettaailiar and tested by the British. So
called “liquorish recruits”, were unemployed peoplepeople who solved their problems
by entering to the army (Rakova 209). They wantedescape for example from
apprenticeships; others wanted to escape fromnarai prosecution or arrest. There was
no exception that soldiers were taken to the armgndrom prison, if they were able to
fight for independence.

The army on the American continent founded two $ypietroops. The first one was
a continental army and the second was a militiagibgther name a home defense). The
Continental army maintained very badly, becausertsis rejected to abandon their fields
for a longer time. Service in this type of army kofsom one year to three years.
Otherwise, people in accession to army, were batered and motivated by rewards like
money or a land. The militias or home defense vese disciplined and trained, which
was a great weak point of the American fight powed this led to a great loses and
injuries. The militias did not serve more than ehmonths. Their tactics in battle was

assault from behind and generally they were urbsiiarmy.

The War Begins — The Battle of Concord and The Bali of Bunker Hill

Continuous conflicts between Britain and the cadsntome into head with a first
battle in the American Revolution in Massachusettd775. In April by this year the
British General Thomas Gage got a command to stepopen riots and if will be
necessary to arrest colonial leaders John HancodkSamuel Adams, and to realize the
Coercive Acts. So he sent his troops from Bostorend the rebellion and to destroy
supplying armoury of guns hidden in Concord by Ameerican troops, in the concrete by
the militia. In spite of the action had to be sé&cte.. the American spy network quickly
catches wind of the scheme” (Fredriksen 23). TheeAran settlers in Concord were
warned in time about Gage army’s potential accaedslaey got a part of guns and powder
away. However the British grenadiers in a despes#iterts to end the insurrection were:
“ordered to search the premises for stored weapans’ to destroy what they could
(Frederiksen 24). At the way back to Boston, thiiddr army was followed by colonial
snipers belonging to militia, who were: “ ... figron them behind the roadside houses,
barns, trees, and stone walls” (Wallenfeldt 63)alsum three hundred men died and the
Crown won just because of its supports.

The Battle of Bunker Hill or also The Battle ofd&d’s Hill was a first great battle
of the British troops and the American colonistgha history of America. A place where
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the clash took place on June 1775 was Breed’s HilWas closer to Boston than Bunker
Hill, but Bunker Hill was chosen originally and tlattle was named after that. To the
American troops besieging Boston came help in anfof reinforcements from Rhode
Island, Connecticut, New Hampshire and even fraeesl came fight for their future social
standing in the New World, although they need ntione than just a few warlike conflicts.
The day before the battle an American rebels urmtenmand of General George
Washington occupied the hill not far from Bostorthwa view of the city: “His men dig
furiously, constructing a large redoubt on the ttydl before the British can react”
(Fredriksen 33). Soldiers of the Crown, under commnaf General William Howe
responded by reinforced troops and in June 17, 1guéht back. The Americans had an
order do not shoot, until the British will not be dose, to be sure, that can kill just by one
shot. But the British in their red and completebeless uniforms for battle were a great
target. Washington did not have to wait so longahy: “ ... attackers [were] staggered by
heavy losses ... and flee back down the slopesn8tluby such resistance, Howe rallie[d]
the survivors and [led] them back up the hill acsettime” (Fredriksen 33). At the end,
the army of the Crown quarried Breed’s Hill threeds and they finally acquired it thanks
to rebels who had insufficiency of ammunition:.“and were forced to throw stones [and]
a bayonet charge ousted them” (Tindall and Shi.188peral Howe gained his position at

the expense of great losses of lives and it wasaalblought victory.

The Second Continental Congress

The Second Continental Congress, headed by Johcoldie, gathered in the middle
of rumors about the spreading of war, in May 17@%hiladelphia. The burden of the
Congress was to take over a task of a revolutiogasernment and to take the power of
all colonies and colonists into their hands. Asgbeernment, the Congress felt a necessity
to fight for the rights of the Americans and it haa authority to name a general of the
Continental Army. George Washington was one ofcdnadidates: “several were ambitious
for the post, but opinion varied. The name of GedMpshington was ... supported by John
Adams, who spoke in laudatory term of the skilld @xperience of the Virginia colonel”
(Haley). And according to Washington’s older frierfd... [he was] a boy who gives
promise of great things” (Baldwin 24). So thank$it® experience in battles and tenacious
character and perspective future, he became a @earfethe Continental army: “And for
all countries involved in revolutionary war he pided a practical inspiration of a citizen

soldier commanding a citizen army” (Cunliffe 189)1Washington took this engagement
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for free. He did not draw any salary: “He undertagknot for profit nor for honor, but

because of a feeling of duty to his fellow-men” [@&n 54). After his appointment

General Washington took formal commandment of thmya “His so-called army was

actually an amalgam of loosely organized militiasd ashort-term Continentals ...”
(Fredriksen 687). Nevertheless, on the other handevery man had the love of country
in his heart (Baldwin 54).

For the rights of the Americans, the Congress fougthe name of colonists in two
documents. First document was released as angtpeakto the King George lll, known
as the Olive Branch Petition, where the Congrasd @nother diplomatic negotiation and
pleased the King to break away from ill feelingctonies: “It told King George Il that
the colonies were loyal to him” (Gunderson 39). Beeond oneThe Declaration of the
Causes and Necessity of Taking up Afwiitten by Thomas Jefferson), blamed the British
for an unprovoked attack on Lexington and defertdiedAmericans in the fight against the
British troops. The King refused even to look togé documents and declared colonist as
open and obvious enemies of the British Crown.ds & last straw for the colonists. Then,
on June 7, 1776 Richard Henry Lee rose and proefhimthe Congress: “that the colonies
are, and of right ought to be, free and independttés ... and that all political connection
between them and the state of Great Britain in,arght to be, totally dissolved” (Wagner

31 - 32). There was nothing else to do but agree.

A Committee of Five — Jefferson’s Declaration

“The Revolutionary War is enshrined in Americaemory as the beginning of a
new nation born in freedom” (“The Battle of Saratigand make it happened it was
necessary, in July 1776 at the Second Continerdabfess, to set together a committee,
which had to writeThe Declaration of Independender all thirteen colonies. The
commission consisted of some delegates from cdofilkee Benjamin Franklin for
Pennsylvania, John Adams for Massachusetts, Rogemtan for Connecticut, Robert
Livingstone for New York and Thomas Jefferson fargifia. They wanted explain to the
Crown the dissatisfaction of colonists and logigalindicate why colonies should be
independent. Before, the Americans tried to fofeseparation with the British Empire,
but the King's aversion to communicate with colésmiand his attitude to the colonies
themselves was a quite clear signal to them. Inctiienies’ eyes he did not care about
them anymore, so why they should stay under som&gmnetective wings who will just

benefits from them when it will be necessary. Oa tther hand colonies themselves
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realized that a complete separation with Britairulddoe a sure loss even for them and
Benjamin Franklin once said to his friend: “Ameriaad her mother land can never be
truly parted. Financially and politically, yes —thuoot spiritually. The child leaves the

home, the young bird leaves the nest, and the please begins” (Edward - Renehan 43
and 44). Nevertheless the colonies would haveaodsbn their own legs again, and from
their experience they know already that it wasesasy, but they were in a better position
now. They have a solid ground under their feetast.

In spite of the speech of Richard Henry Lee betbeeCongress: “[John Adams]
was the first person to argue that England’s cel®mshould break away and be their own
country” (Welsbacher 4) and that was why the wgtiaof the first version ofThe
Declarationwas entrusted to him along with Thomas Jeffersamally Adams agreed that
the first draft ofThe Declarationaccording to knowledge of law and reputation goad
and eloquent writer, would draw up Thomas Jefferstafferson in a creation of the
document ofThe Declarationwas largely inspired by John Locke and Thomasdamd
his Common Senseublished in January 1776. Paine advertised verskonds and be
independent on Britain and to create the own Amaerigovernment. Some of the
influential persons supported this pamphlet, famegle George Washington. On the other
hand, John Adams saw Paine’s arguments too simpuleha wrote his own pamphlet
Thoughts on Governmenthere he described: “ ... the new system of gawent ... with
two branches designed to provide checks and balawnceach other” (Wagner 30). John
Adams certainly outrun the time and his thoughtsewesed in the creation of later
constitution.

The Declaratioraccepted two main principles of democracy:

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that @hrare created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienahighk, that among these are
Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness. - Tlasecure these rights,
Governments are instituted among Men, deriving fjust powers from the consent

of the governed. (Jefferson)

This meant that all people had the right of lifel dreedom and they are equal before the
law and all the power comes from peopléde Declarationalso includes the list of
injustices, which colonies suffered under the fie¢he King George lll. “The history of

present King of Great Britain is a history of refgeh injuries and usurpations ...”
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(Jefferson) and Jefferson assigned this list witteatence: “To prove this, let Facts be
submitted to a candid world” (Jefferson).

July 2, 1776 the Congress after John Adams defemoeptedrhe Declaration of
Independenceand on the @ July in Pennsylvania State House (today’s Indeproe
Hall), The Declarationwas ratified. Delegates from colonies signed inoagter given to
placing of states, which they represented and #imeess of signed were kept in secret for a
case still possible victory of the British. In tbeening of July 4 it was still printed a few
copies of The Declaration which was send in the next day to some meeting an
congresses. The Congress after that prescribesivigte The Declarationon a parchment
to be an official document. Since this time colsnmould called themselves free and

independent states.

ANNOUNCEMENT OF INDEPENDENCE: BOTH SIDES FIGHT

After the States proclaimed their independencebaisly everyone from a sight of
Britain would choose a tactic of a bitter recoratibin, but not Britain. The British wanted
to reconquest the whole continent and not just @pmassion of revolt, but the British
Empire was not alone. Of course the news aboutritiependence of the United States
spread very quickly and countries which once owaddnd in the territory of the New
World, sense their chance. A chance to gain agéistgproperty on the North American
continent, but what was more, it was a chance hmwake revenge on Britain for her
violent behavior, because the British Empire becaerg intolerable even for other states.
Britain was almost everywhere and still wanted mamd someone had to stop her. Will
Britain try to take back her dominions at the Aroan continent or came to realize that
reconquest would led a war to her by the FrenchSpahiards, who would also try to gain
back theirs lost territories?

Britain will fight! The English King disowned théirth of the independent
American States and he sent to the continent athiés of troops. A first conflict which
happened in October in the year of 1777 was cdlled Battle of Saratoga. It was a
collision of both continents at Long Island whene Americans were forced to retreat and
let New York to the British, but Washington did rgpve up so easily and later he strike
back with a little interest. On the Christmas hel dnis army trespassed an icebound
Delaware River and surprised the suspicionlesssBrisurrounded New York and General

Burgoyne in the name of the British was forced apiwlate. This victory had a great
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importance for the American citizens. They acquineav self-confident and the victory
over the British seemed still more realistic. Hoee\Britain lost her last chance how to
stop this revolutionary revolt.

Another British attempt, how violently re-consolidahe British power, was the
Battle of Savannah in November 1778 in Georgia.&an the Americans did not get left
behind. Washington together with the French reodorents attacked Yorktown in
Virginia, where the British in October 1781 hadc@pitulate: “... [This] British debacle
began when General Cornwallis ignored instructioosn his superior ... who wanted
Cornwallis to use his battle-weary troops to defd@rdish outposts in the Carolinas.
Instead, Cornwallis brought his men to Virginia (Edward and Renehan 14) and General
Washington sent American’s French war allies tothtmem. Meanwhile Cornwallis
disobeyed an order again and prepared to defenttd¢an, but finally: “outnumbered,
surrounded, and running of supplies, Cornwalligendered, disgraced, on October 19,
1781” (Edward and Renehan 14).

By this last conflict the war ended. After eightaye of fighting, financial losses
and losses of lives, the British dominion over ¢béonies ended. Britain had no choice but
in the year of 1783 to recognize Americas’ indepeme. It is almost unbelievable that the
Americans, who were in the beginning losing badifier battle, won the whole war and
became truly independent and free citizens. BemaRranklin announced that: “his
country ... was finally coming into its own as aagnized nation-state. This day ... was not
only a pivotal one for America, but for the worldndeed, for all mankind” (Edward and
Renehan 3).

American War Allies

The American Revolution was no longer just a stleidgpgtween the British Empire
and America for the independence of the colonieswe can say that it had become a
global effort how to suppress a British authority:

... the American Revolution eventually came to gegidne military and naval
forces of much of Europe. One war became four, edthem waged against Great
Britain. England was fighting against, in turn, Amga (seeking independence),
France ..., [and] Spain (seeking to recover pogsesseized by the British in

earlier wars), and the Netherlands ... . (EdwadiRenehan 7)
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When news of defeat of the British in The BattleSaratoga came to Paris, the
French inhabitants celebrated the win of the Anagrscas it was their own and they started
negotiate with the Americans: “It was obvious thahumber one ally of the Americans
could be no one else than France, a recent [Amdreaemy, which the British army in
the last war chased out from the North America”K®Ra 148). After all, alliance with
America was a way how to take revenge to the Brifig expulsion from the New World,
which France itself against the still powerful Bt Empire hardly could. In a role of an
American negotiator with France again appeared Jatams who: “ ... believed that it
was critical to form an alliance with France .\Wd&gner 35).

Primarily France offered to colonies an ammunisoipport and sent to America a
few ships with this load. After this, in February7B, both sides made up several contracts.
First of them was called The Treaty of Amity andn@oerce and the second one, The
Treaty of Alliance. The second treaty, The TreatyAhance contained, when one side
enters the war with the British, the second one fellow until America will have the
independence, next, that no side will make a peatteut a negotiation with the other,
plus France made another deal, that it will nottérgain back lost Canada nor any other,
present-day’s British possession. By The Treatplbdnce the French became an ally of
the USA.

The second one and again too obvious ally of theecans, the Spanish, acted
more reserved. The Spanish already had the tréadgfense with France, from the year
1761 and even if: “Spain and the United States \a#ied with France ... [they were] not
[allied] with each other” (Tindall and Shi 234). dhmain reason of it was that: “the
Spanish were ... concerned that seeds of the AameRevolution might spread to Spain’s
own colonies in the Americas” (Edward and Renehgy But even in spite of this, in the
year of 1779 in the beginning of April, the Spanefitered the war side by side with
France until the Americans will have independence.

American diplomats tried to ensure other Europdb@sabut negotiations were a
great fiasco. The King of Prussia, Fridrich Il,uséd to fight against the British King,
George lll, his friend. For other diplomats, gatésountries and cities were closed. For
example Austria did not allow enter the diplomattsocapital city. Only negotiation with
the Netherlands had some success. In 1778 Holignéd with the Americans the Treaty
of Amity and Commerce, which was, from the Britside, a great reason to declare the

war on the Netherlands.
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The Americans with their new allies could now betteotect themselves. It was
just the matter of time when other lands will supgbe colonies in the fight against the

expanding Britain and when decisive moment will ecamd Britain will fall.
The Treaty of Paris — The Versailles Peace

For seven years, King George Il and the governméhord Frederick North had
tried without success to put down the American lielre But every brief moment
of success had inevitably been followed by defeatte British, who found
themselves beaten at Bunker Hill, Trenton, andtBgea (Edward and Renehan 13
and 14)

And after all those losses, a last chance to winclwvthe British still kept, was lost after
Yorktown. In February in the year 1782 the Hous€ommons agreed on a finalization of
the war and in the begging of the year 1783 wasetibetween Great Britain and The
American States declared. Consequently in the se@aeon September 3, 1783 the peace
was finally signed by the American representatidelsn Adams, Benjamin Franklin and
John Jay and David Hartley as representatives ofg Kbeorge Il and the British
Parliament. Just by this one simple signature théisB Empire recognized the
independence of The United Stated of America: “‘lButhe end, the U.S. representatives,
together with their congress, were delighted with settlement that, most importantly,
recognized the independence of the United Statddtarplace among the community of
nations” (Edward and Renehan 3).

By this pact the Kingdom gave up all its dominiam&l to the new American States
gave a land on the East of Mississippi River antheSouth of Great Lakes, but it did not
include Florida, which fall to Spain again. Onlyethatives, who fight side by side for
freedom with the Americans and had the greatekt tg land, were not included in any
treaty.

A NEW GOVERNMENT

Colonists and colonies was forced by circumstantesclose up in unified
protestations against Britain, they declared tldependence just by themselves and started

to function as individuals. Sd"4luly 1776 is the day which became an official dztthe
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birth of The United States of America. This day eamto being a new system, the first
independent states with European culture set auisisiope.

After The Declaration of Independenceew times had come on the American
continent. The Americans after some won battles thesBritish felt more confident in the
meaning of the independence. But to be independeant and still means to secure a lot
of things, on the instant someone has to contebthte, army, but what is more important,
someone has to take care of inhabitants, to lieagantly in this new established state.
Forasmuch as in America came into being this nee sind also with it originated a new
community of freedom people, also had to be creatadw constitution, which would see
after running the state.

Seeing that at the American continent come intadpainew independent state with
the new community of people, it was necessary @sate a new leadership of the state. So
when the Continental Congress in the May 15, 1&¢@ived resolution which instructed
colonial assemblies to create independent govertandgre Congress selected a committee
to write The Articles of Confederation and Perpetual Unidhese thirteen articles were
practically used already a year aftére Declaration of Independendeom 1777, although
they were completely signed by all thirteen colsnien 1781. The Articles of
Confederation and Perpetual Uniomorked as the first constitution of the Unitedt8sa
and they were used by the Congress as a systelmeajdvernment. The body of the
document describes relationships and authority éetvstates, the Confederation itself, its
functions and its authority.

The states which joined thedgticles of Confederatiorlater became original
founding states of the United States of AmericastFof the establishing colonies entered
into the Union was Delaware in 1787. Pennsylvamd Bew Jersey became members
after Delaware in the same year. A year later edt&eorgia, Connecticut, Massachusetts,
Maryland, South Carolina, New Hampshire, VirgintredaNew York. Next, in 1789, who
joined the Union was North Carolina, and the last m 1790, Rhode Island.

NeverthelessThe Articles of Confederatiowere just a temporal solution of the
government. Thus, when in May 1787 delegates ofvieveolonies except Rhode Island
gathered at other assembly, they decided: “to ceplansatisfactory Articles of
Confederation, ... document from the times of figift the American colonies for
independence on Great Britaindska Tiskova Kancalawith a new constitution rather
than amend the old one. So in 178B% Articles of Confederatiowere replaced byhe

Constitution of the United States.
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The main inspiration for the new constitution of tinited States was John Adams’
Massachusetts constitution which was adopted i®.17Bis document is considerable for:
“ ... its emphasis on a strong executive branchnd its system of checks and balances
marked by independent, popularly elected judgesadiér 37).The Constitution of the
United Statesvas adopted in Philadelphia at September 17, aR87this Constitution, ...
[should] be the supreme law of the lan@hé Constitutiop It was ratified in the name of
independent people in each state, which can beatdée very first sentence in Preamble:
“We the people of the United States, .Thé Constitution The Constitution of the United

Statess still used nowadays, but it was over time amdrtdeenty seven times.

The Founding Fathers [of the constitution of thetéth States] based their
thoughts on the European enlightenment, espedralty the theories of the English
philosopher John Locke, according to him the stateeated from independent and
mutually equal individuals, who gave up some ofrthights for the benefit of
superior power of theirs, to be constantly assamdmon interest of society.
(Ceské Tiskova Kancel

But considering that people yearn for power ang the not want to share it, there was
necessary, following the example of Adams’ constitu and Britain itself, to separate
powers of the government, to control each other aoidto influence each othefhe
Constitutionof the United States of Americdetermined three departments of the national
government and specified theirs functions. Namelgivided a legislative power and
described it in the Article | offhe Constitutionan executive power described in the
Article II: “The executive power shall be vested anPresident of the United States of
America ...” The Constitutiopy and finally judicial power ofThe Constitutionwas
described in the Article 1ll: “The judicial powef the United States, shall be vested in one
Supreme Court” {The Constitutiopn The legislative power was represented by bicamer
Congress: “All legislative powers herein grantedlklbe vested in a Congress of the
United States, which shall consist of a Senate Hodse of RepresentativesTHe
Constitution). In spite of the fashion of the British parliamethe Americans did not create
hereditary nobility so they did not create the Howd Lords. The new form of the
government, different from the British supremacygswensured imThe Constitutionby
Article 4, section 4: “The United States shall gudee to every state in this union a

republican form of government ... Tije Constitutiop in which the inhabitants of the
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country should have an active role and the govemiiwas not headed by a king. The new
constitution also mentioned the things which weoppsessed in the time of British
government and on the contrafjne Constitutionthose things allowed such as in the
amendment 1: “Congress shall make no law respeem@stablishment of religion, or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridgihg freedom of speech or of the press; or
the right of the people peaceably to assemble t@ipetition the government for a redress
of grievances” The Constitutio) there is allowed a congregation of people iroater to
profess their religion or to have a public speech.

The new constitution of the United States of Ameneas something new and in
contrast withThe Articles of Confederatiowhich only limited business relations between
individual states and between States and Britamnew constitution was finally the right
document which gave to the independent inhabitdnésr own rights. So the new
constitution became the law number one. The Amesi@aranged their own conditions for
living exactly as well as it should fit to the majg of people and especially in the way to

disengage from Britain and her regulations and akesp.

THE NEW GOVERNMENT AND INDEPENDENCE OF THE AMERICAN
INHABITANTS

Talking about independence is quite hard, becahisetérm means something
different to people. Independence is a relativentand a real independence cannot be
expressed with words, because it is just a feehagis inside each of us.

If anyone of us asks people what they call backrdfte term of independence,
anyone will answer something different, but | thithiat in those days people will mostly
answer to be independent in money. Not to thinkuali@and buy anything what they want.
My opinion is that money does not mean everythimg,it is very important in today’s life.
Thereabouts you can live without money, but lifeasier with it.

Independence in the eighteen century was undersiecgbmething necessary; it
was understood as an entry to a next life’'s perizaring the Revolutionary War many
things had changed. The first emancipation of worsmted and the first free slaves
appeared.

Women before the American Revolutionary War hadoglhmo rights: “Women in
the colonies had essentially confined to the doimesgihere...They could not vote or

preach...few had access to formal education..varaécolonies married women could not
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legally own property — even their own clothes — @mely had no legal rights over their
children” (Tindall and Shi 243). But a vision of still approaching independence
influenced even them. Women in the American Wainoependence started built their
positions, because their men were fighting on thgld fields outside their homes, they
began participate in a public life. Women had to bwsinesses and work on their farms
and plantations and were employed as needlewomerwouniforms for soldiers. Their
other supportive functions for the war were thaytlvere collecting all kinds of metal to
pour off ammunition, women took care of woundeddmsk and they cooked in a field
kitchen. While women did all those stuffs, they hadaise children into brand new and
conscious republicans. One of the active womenenvasa the wife of John Adams, Abigail
Adams, who wrote to her husband: “In the new Caideawvs which | suppose it will be
necessary for you to make | desire you would renegrttie Ladies [in the creation ©he
Declaration of IndependenggTindall and Shi 244). He should remember toggwvomen
some rights, but John Adams was strongly opposddchareven proved it in the very first
sentence oThe Declaratiorwhere he wrote: *“... that all men are createdaggbat they
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienabighi, ...” (Jefferson). According to
this text, not everyone is equal and not everyoag the rights, but only men. Sine
Declaration was proclaimed for men, who according to the &xti according to John
Adams were equal, but women should still stay mhoeestic sphere, be inferior to men
and they should just keep the fire as in prehistimes, while the men would be still
improving themselves. Nevertheless, even if womad to wait a bit longer to be more
equivalent to men, their patience was rewardedekample for a right to vote women had
to wait for the nineteenth amendmenttioé United States Constitutiowhich says: “The
right of citizens of the United States to vote khak be denied or abridged by the United
States or by any state on account of Sehe(ConstitutionThis amendment was as far as
in the year 1920 added @he ConstitutionBut although it does not look like thathe
Declaration of Independencand the Revolution itself helped women, the oppogias
true. Women became less independent on their hdsh&ecause some husbands never
came back from the war to their homes and wiveslaso women had to stand up their
places and that led to desired emancipation.

Step by step women were gaining their independdmndetheir independence was
mostly about spiritual feelings than about offityalverified papers in a form of
constitutions or laws. The obtaining of independefor the American women meant that

they did not have to rely on theirs men and thayidéreely and themselves decided about
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their future. Women emancipated of men to the bewéffuture generations and they
became valid members of a society.

A black minority or slaves was for a very long tirmensidered not as subjects of
the law, but as its objects: “In some societiesedavere considered movable property, in
others immovable property, like real estate” anthvalmost no rights (“Slavery”). But
during the American Revolutionary War even this onity of people experienced their
emancipation. A very first impulse was boosted imeaessity of a human power for war.
Even General Washington himself supported this iaed “ ... reversed the policy of
excluding blacks from the American forces ... amel Congress quickly approved the new
policy” (Tindall and Shi 241). But blacks in armiegre only on positions which did not
need carrying of guns, for example they cooked kitehen. On the beginning of The
Revolution even the British Empire promised slalveedom if they will fight for her. But
regarding that Great Britain lost this war, allves, had to wait for their freedom until the
year 1863 when the slavery was abolished by theenth president of the United States,
by Abraham Lincoln. Nevertheless it was just a iphrabolition in the time of the
American Civil War (1861-1865) and only at a temt of the industrial North. However
after the loss of the agricultural South in thisrmtae complete abolition of slavery was
just a matter of time. In the year of 1865 the aiool was confirmed by the thirteenth
amendment offhe Constitution of the United Stateghich proclaimed: “Neither slavery
nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishmentcfime whereof the party shall have
been duly convicted, shall exist within the Unit8thtes, or any place subject to their
jurisdiction” (The Constitution And this, finally and really meant freedom foillmans of
black people on the American Continent and sine¢ dlay they could call themselves as
the Afro-Americans. On the other hand slavery isvikn from the time of an Ancient
Rome indeed and: “racism played a major part iroge&an decisions to enslave Africans.
European colonists in the Americas commonly arghatl Africans and their descendants
were naturally inferior to Europeans, so it was aflgr acceptable to enslave them”
(DeFord 6), nevertheless before the complete abolibf slavery, some states did
something at least, for a better life of slavest U780 Pennsylvania declared that all
children born thereafter to slave mothers wouldobse free at age twenty-eight ... In
1784 Rhode Island provided freedom to all childenslaves born thereafter, at age
twenty-one for males, eighteen for females” (Tihdgald Shi 242). But when Thomas
Jefferson created@he Declaration of Independente did not care about slavery, mainly

becausel'he Declarationhad to serve as an instrument for a separation Batain. But
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how | mentioned already, the sentence: “ ... alhraee created equal, ...” (Jefferson) really
meant that only men are equal and in the meanirglawery, only white men. Aftefhe
Declaration of Independenc#aves had still the same rights as before arsddbcument
that stirred the world was for slaves just a waskl piece of paper. Later, in 1787, even
The Constitutiontself did not take much care of slavery, untié tater amendments. In

The Constitutiorslavery was not exactly titled, for example in #firéicle 1, section 9:

The migration or importation of such persons asdalrtpe states now existing shall
think proper to admit, shall not be prohibited bg Congress prior to the year one
thousand eight hundred and eight, but a tax or chaty be imposed on such

importation, not exceeding ten dollars for eactsper The Constitution

In this section the American Congress still allowsdvery, but did not allow an
importation of another new black persons since ybar 1808 and slaves began to be
considered as people or more precisely to the lartic as persons and not as hagridden
animals or just as a property at least. Also in rmiingents the slavery was not directly
named. For example the fourteenth amendment from year 1868, which was
incorporated in the Article 1 ofhe Constitutioras a section 2, mentioned slaves as the
three fifths:

Representatives and direct taxes shall be appediamong the several states
which may be included within this union, accordingheir respective numbers,
which shall be determined by adding to the wholmber of free persons,
including those bound to service for a term of geand excluding Indians not
taxed, three fifths of all other PersonBhé Constitutioh

This amendment deals with dividing of places in galiament and slaves are finally
dispatched to the normal and free persons or ma@gely to free and white men. Slaves
in this amendment offered an advantage in a formurhber of people which decided
about the number of places assigned in the parhanNevertheless even after all those
years of oppression and a hard work, the black nmtynof former slaves gain their right to

vote, in the year 1870 by the fifteenth amendm&ghhe right of citizens of the United

States to vote shall not be denied or abridgedhleyUnited States or by any state on

account of race, color, or previous condition ofvédade“ (The Constitution But it is
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quite ironic that people of a different race whaeveonsidered as a lower social class had
the right to vote even before the women from thaetg of white men. | think that for the
society in the nineteenth century was better toehawblack voter than a women voter,
because women were still considered as women ildbgd who do not understand
politics, but | am sure that women certainly knewd atill know what they want. So at the
end of their long way, the Afro-Americans gainedithequivalence, but in the minds of
people they still were a lower part of society dadall people it took other time to get
used to this equality.

Other inhabitants who should be surely mentionegevaborigines of the American
continent, the Indians. Although Indians as thgiagl occupants had the greatest right for
freedom and their land in their own home, it was osed to be like that. IThe
Declaration of Independenogas not said a word about the Indians, nor indilng of
lands by the British and other states. People didcare about the Indians and these
aboriginal tribes of people were pushed away t@rotarritories. The Indian tribes were
not counted as inhabitants at all. In the creatbrronstitution, for example in already
mentioned fourteenth amendment: “ ... accordinth&r respective numbers, which shall
be determined by adding to the whole number of peesons, including those bound to
service for a term of years, and excluding Indinostaxed, ...” The Constitutiopnwere
Indians totally excluded from the society of hunteings. Other possible reason why they
were not counted is that in the time of The Revohdry War the Indians fought, with few
exceptions, on the French side. On the other htarl quite logical that the Indians in
comparison with the Afro-Americans were not inclddento The Declaration of
Independencend toThe Constitution of United Statjdsecause they did not participate,
again with few exceptions, in a daily life in coies, but they lived their own life outside
the colonies on their own expense.

In The Declaration of Independendeaders of the Revolutionary War promised
that: “all men are created equal” (Jefferson), ihufthe Constitutiorthey acted as Britain
herself. They wanted freedom for the American peoplt they did not fight it out for
everyone. White men became Britain for their slaad wives now. IiThe Declaration of
Independencéhey promised equality and that all people hawertght for “Liberty and
Pursuit of Happiness” (Jefferson), but from ouraygd view, from the view of 21
century, results that all people had to be freezlidtheless according to black people who
were still considered as a minority and a low racd women who were still just mothers

in childbed. Unfortunatelyrhe Declarationreally referred only to a relationship between
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white man of the British Empire and the United &abf America. On the other hand there
is possible another version, wiihe Declaration of Independenaad The Constitution of
the United Statesaried, which is very unlikely possible, becauseohetionary leaders
like George Washington or John Adams seemed likee$tomen. How | mentioned
already, lust for power is irresistible, but theakitionary leaders could be able to feel the
power and they did not want to change everythirgeyTwere on a pedestal and people
believed in them. Nobody can exactly say how thisha@appened, because people can go
wrong as apples and we cannot see into the humaahsmi

Whether sooner or later, people on the Americantiment gained their
independence. It was obvious that someone did remtwo join the fight for the
independence, until he or she was frightened thialdcbe a castaway in the new state and
he or she would be treated for example as withes|®ome people fought for it in their
own perspiration and by a shed of their own blamters patiently waited for their turn.
Decisions which were made in the eighteen centenewood for some people, but for the
others were bad. We cannot unambiguously sayathpeople were dissatisfied with their
position in the society, because for someone wageaven better to be a slave or an
indenture worker and endure offenses than to beiaely no one. For the future life on
the American continent it meant that people werdamger living in an oppressed and
inferior form of life and they could have no feahat whip of their lord could bring. Even
in the meaning of independence really meant orviddal roles of people. They say, that
human kind is corrupted, but people still make pesges and decisions and try to improve
their current situation as well as colonists trexfore. On the other hand, people always
complain about their life and what it brings, besmmen is never completely satisfied and
always want more. It is certainly good that peaplé&mericas gain their own liberty, but

now it is only up to the individuals what they amwith it.

CONCLUSION

The major purpose of this thesis was to describertbst considerable points in the
fight for the American independence, from its begig to its end. It described how
colonists achieved to rise from the bottom of theiety, to cross all the British obstacles
and how they achieved to create their new commuiipeople and their new independent
state. For their freedom, whether political or peed, American people fought, from the

very first shots and bloodshed to the last Brigskdier who left the American continent,
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nearly thirteen years. In the last years of thisggjle, Britain tried to do almost anything to
stop the colonies, but unfortunately for Britairyntan desire is huge and as far as
indescribable. Although Britain did not behave hiceolonists still tried to prevent from
complete separation with her and in this meanirigrists hoped that Britain will cancel
majority of taxes, but the King did not respondkdse appeals so colonists did not have
other chance, they had to separate. When colonests definitely decided about complete
separation with Britain and Britain felt this loshe tried to save herself by offering to the
colonies that she will: “ ... reach a settlemerdt thvould give the 13 colonies increased
power to govern themselves, although they wouldl retmain under the umbrella of the
British Empire” (Edward and Renehan 18 - 19), benfamin Franklin as one of the
negotiators in the name of colonists: “ ... turmedvn offers from the British government
to begin peace negotiations” (Edward and Renehat®).8It was too late, there was no
way back for Britain.

At the beginning it looked that colonies could mah their independence over
Britain, but they made it, whether on battle figldsainly thanks to the General
Washington and the others, or in a political sphiuanks to the main leaders of all
revolution for example John Hancock, John Adamgnids Jefferson, etc. Due to those
leaders, who took temporary government in the fighainst Britain, people reached a
democratic form of state and their desired freed8eparation with Britain was just a
matter of time and if the Americans did not stdweit fight at that time, they would
certainly start to struggle for their independelater.

Independence of the American continent brought smynlives new pieces of
knowledge. The Americans can now make up one’s naibdut their future without
restraint, decide about their future governmen@oraccount of their own decision. The
Americans proved that nothing is impossible and Almeerican fight for independence
became an example for rest of the world. One ofek@mples was the Great French
Revolution. This revolution was quite similar teetAmerican War of Independence. The
French fought against the French King also and thley come to the republican state
system. Other example was India. India declarethdspendence in the 1947, but there
was a slight difference. In India, in contrast witmerica, stayed as the head of the state
the British ruler represented by Governor-Genérak newest example or more precisely
a comparison used Barack Obama when he comparagubkition in Arabian world to

the former American fight for the independence dondthe civil right movement.

31



According to him, The Arabs are motivated by theadust for freedom as did with the

Americans.

32



Works Cited

“American Revolution."Encyclopaedia Britannic&ncyclopaedia Britannica Online.
Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2011. Wétovember 28, 2010.

Baldwin, Jamed-our Great Americans: Washington, Franklin, Webst@ncoln

American Book Company, 1897. Print.

Cambridge Monolingual dictionaryCambridge University Press, 2011. Web. March 17,
2011.

Cunliffe, Marcus George Washington: Man and Monumadrittle, Brown and Company,
1958. Print.

Ceskéa Tiskova Kancela“USA: pred 220 lety otcové zakladatelé podepsali Ustavu.”
Tyden.czMediacop, s.r.o. September 14, 2007. Web. MayQT].

DeFord, H. DeboratSlavery in the Americas: Life under Slavedgw York: Chelsea
House Publishers, 2006. Print.

Edward, J., and Jr. Renehdrhe Treaty of Paris: The Precursor to a New Natibiew
York: Chelsea House Publishers, 2007. Print.

Fredriksen, John QRevolutionary War Almanac (Almanacs of American 3)/&tew
York: Facts on File, Inc, 2006. Print.

“French and Indian War Encyclopaedia Britannic&ncyclopaedia Britannica Online.
Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2011.WdWay 16, 2011.

Gaines, Ann, and Arthur Meier Schlesingihn Hancock: President of the Continental
Congress (Revolutionary War Leade®hiladelphia: Chelsea House Publishers,
2001. Print.

Gunderson, Coryl'he Boston Tea Partiinnesota: ABDO Publishing Company, 2004.
Print.

Haley, John Williams. “Washington’s Second VisitRbode Island.” Web. June 2, 2011.

33



Jefferson, Thoma3.he Declaration of Independence of The United State
Americal776. Project Gutenberg. October 12, 2005. Web. 6)&010.

Linder, Doug. “The Boston Massacre Trials: An Acatiu2001. Web. June 1, 2011.

Marston, DanielThe French — Indian War 1754-1780reat Britain: Osprey Publishing,
2002. Print.

Rakova, Svatava&odivna revoluce. Dlouha cesta And@ariz: k nezavislosti (1763-1783)
Praha: Triton, 2005. Print.

“Slavery.” Encyclopaedia Britannicd&ncyclopaedia Britannica Online. Encyclopaedia
Britannica, 2011. Web. May 18, 2011.

“The Battle of SaratogaSaratoga.orgSaratoga, 1999. Web. June 2, 2011.

The Constitution of the United States of Americ&87. Project Gutenberg, 1975. Web.
May 28, 2011.

“The Sons of Liberty.'Ushistory.comUshistory, 1995. Web. March 16, 2011.

Tindall, Brown George and David Emory SAmerica: A Narrative History7" ed. Vol.
1. New York: W.W. Norton & Company, Inc, 2007. Rrin

Wagner, Heather Lehdohn Adams (Great American PresidenBiladelphia: Chelsea
House Publishers, 2004. Print.

Wallenfeldt, JeffThe American Revolutionary War and the War of 18I&wv York:
Britannica Educational Publishing, 2010. Print.

Welsbacher, Annelohn Adams (United States President$innesota: ABDO Publishing
Company, 1999. Print.

34



SUMMARY IN CZECH

Hlavnim tématem této bak#tkeé prace je ukézat britskou kolonizaci v osmnactém
stoleti a pozgSi americky boj o nezavislost. Tato prace popisgjeza americka prava,
boj proti nespravedinostemigobenym ze strany Britanie kolorist a boj za americkou
svobodu. Bhem této doby ameiti obyvatelé a zetnsamotna prosli Uplnou@mEnou, a
uz to byla pemena politického systému, anebo osobni pocity lat feména vedla
k utvaeni nového statu a nove lidské sgalesti.

Tato prace je rozdena do dvou hlavnictasti. Prvniast ukazuje Zivot
v americkych koloniich a jejich vladu &wbdy, které vedly k americké revoluci a
k vyhlaSeni samostatnych nezavislychistBruhacast této prace dokazuje, jak sdkém
této doby zminila vlada v koloniich a s tim i spojeny Zivot amkych obyvatel a také
dokazuje jak dlezité dokumenty jako deklarace nezavislosti augstpojenych stat

prakticky ges noc, zrénila budoucnost milioiim americkych lidi.
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