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ABSTRACT

Hofrajterova, Michaela. University of West BohemAgaril, 2012. Huckleberry Finn:
Mark Twain’ s Criticism of “Sivilizatior.
Supervisor: Brad Vice,Ph. D.

The object of this thesis is to show, within thigidsm of society depicted in the
Adventures of Huckleberry Finthe hypocrisy and the groundless superiorityhefwhite
inhabitants of the Southern areas of the UniteteSt® Negroe<On the following pages |
am going to illustrate that the Southern pseudst@racy, the devout or common white
people had no reasons to consider unbelievers girolde to be subordinate to them.

The whole work is divided into several sectionise Tirst one briefly focuses on the
crucial moments in Mark Twain’s life. It depictsetlthange of Twain’s viewing of the
institution of slavery, from the boyhood days whenregarded it as a commonplace, to his
days spend with the Langdon family when he feltgsanf conscience because of the
existence of slavery. The second section indicdlted Twain’s criticism could be
considered just, as it in many cases reflects ¢hépersons and the real events. The next
sections deal with the so-called aristocracy asdlieged superiority to common people,
the inhumane institution of slavery, the approachégroes and various “myths” enabling
the whites to deny the humanity of the slaves, rifiigion and its role in the days of
slavery and the hypocrisy of the believers. Théhssection shows the morality of whites
and compares it to the morals of Jim and Huck. fifked section focuses on the criticism

of mob and lynching and illustrates the crueltyha whites.
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Introduction

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finmas always been considered to be one of the
America’s most controversial books. It has beennkdn reworked with replacement of
certain words and many critiques have argued athmumeaning of its legacy. Someone
claims it is a racist book, as for instance a teaett the Mark Twain Intermediate School
in Northern Virginia John H. Wallace who in “The Case against Huck Fstates that it
is the most grotesque example of racist trash ewiten (Leonard, Tenney, and Davis
16). On the other hand, many authors as well ase$sor of English, Shelley Fisher
Fishkin, believe it is an anti-racist book: “Twapmmesents a devastating critique of the
racism of a society that classifies Jim as less thanan,” she says and adds that the book,
Adventures of Huckleberry Fins, “An important weapon in the ongoing battle agai
racism” (PBS). It is not for me to judge who ishigbut it seems sad that the book which
is written by the man who used to live in a slavdimy society, loved to spend his time
with the slaves on the farm of his uncle and latas remorseful because of the wrong
whites did Negroes and supported them, as statedvpis being accused of being racist.
And sadder thing is that most of the people comsid@cist just because it contains over
two hundred words “nigger”.

However why the book has been so controversiathdntime of its publication it
was mainly because of the fact, that in the post-8@uth the racial prejudices and the
approach toward former slaves still had not chanBedfessor of Literature at Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute, Alan Nadel illustrates tfast in his bookinvisible Criticismwhen
saying, “As the free black in the South, afterwse as much as before, knew, the best way
to loose a legal right was to try to exerciseht best way to guarantee oppression was to
display freedom”(14). The people in South simplg dot want to understand the fact that
the Negro, their former property, should have thme rights as they have. Furthermore,
the thirteenth and the fourteenth amendment catheg¢dhe Negroes could theoretically be
as educated and wealthy as the whites, and maynéeaay, they could perform better
positions than the whites. As visible in Nadel'sokpit was the thing the whites were
afraid of: “Southern whites feared, according tongan and Sutch, that their social
position in Southern society would be eroded byédkistence of educated, independent,
landowing blacks. They feared, in short, that tlegihé might not prove to be inferior’(qtd.
in Nadel 9). And does not Twain depict very simiteaction to Negroes in chapter six,

where Pap Finn feels offended by the fact theresli@ Negro who is richer, well educated



and has better position in society than he himeetf moreover, he is allowed to vote as
well as the whites? We can feel the indignatiorhis speech when he says, “He was a
p'fessor in a college, and could talk all kinddarfguages, and knowed everything. And
that ain't the wust. They said he could VOTE whemias at home. Well, that let me out.
Thinks |, what is the country a-coming to?”(Twai®).3This passage precisely points to the
disinclination of whites to let the former slaveseltheir way and to accept their rights in
the post-war period. In addition, the book provokeggocritical Southern “aristocracy”
considering itself to be the best part of the dgciehen it totally ridicules aristocracy’s
excessive sense of honour by showing the absunélitg feuds. Moreover, Twain mocks
at its belief of the superiority over other peoale skilfully shows the antithesis between
this belief and the behaviour and moral qualitiethe “aristocracy”, as mentioned below.
Finally, what was the most disquieting was the fdet book was a sequel dhe
Adventures of Tom Sawyex book popular with children. And even the Jeskitew the
best way to destroy the opponents was to influ¢imeie children. No wonder the book was
being banned. As Professor of Humanities, Sanfargkier in his essay “Huckleberry Finn
and the Problem of Freedom” says, “Well meaning tvens of Concord (Mass.) Public
Library committee decided to exclude the book frissnshelves on the ground that the
story was, in their words, 'trashy and vicious'ttBater he explains, “What they was
worried about, between the words of their carefultgfted objections, is that Twain’s
novel would corrupt the young - of Concord and,spreably points west and south
(Bloom 68). For instance, if the children of Sountlalized the slaves are good and feeling
people and decided to treat them as equal beingddwibe institution of slavery be still
able to exist?

However, even today one hundred and twenty-seearsyafter its publication, the
criticism of society in theAdventures of Huckleberry Finstill pains both whites, when
showing their hypocrisy and Negroes when remindhm of slavery and their former
status. And it should be noted that it will stiduse pain to people until there exist such
things as hypocrisy, racism, rapacity and haughsine

In the Adventures of Huckleberry Finrthe society is depicted from uncommon
point of view. The lowest persons of society, Hugthout proper Christian education and
upbringing and escaped slave, a creature not cenesidto be a human being, are the
heroes of the novel. In addition, they both exhimiich more humanity and rational
thinking than other, “nobler” characters of the elbviwain derides alleged superiority of

Southern “aristocracy” and virtuous Christians émple of low birth or low education by



showing, there is no difference in their qualitoeging to “title” or religiosity. In the book,
“aristocracy” kills people just because of insukligious persons commit the crimes
against humanity and when they do something baakfio other people it is mainly
because they want to go to heaven. On the othet, Hdunck and Jim do want to Kkill
nobody, even though many persons harm them. Hudgks hathers by reason of his
compassion for them not because he expects sonswdeaiter the death. In the eyes of
this little boy, who is not properly “sivilized” @hso he does not know what is appropriate
to say and thus he judges society only accordindnisoown common sense, is the
superstition more logical than Christianity becatligelater does not make sense to him.
The aim of this thesis is to demonstrate, withia ¢riticized flaws of the“sivilized”
society, Twain is not a racist author who mockgranitiveness of negroes, but on the
contrary, that he is trying to show how unfounded aonsensical the belief of the whites
they are superior to Negroes as well as the belief of “aristocracy” in theuperiority to
common people, and the conviction of believers tegular praying and churchgoing
make them more virtuous than the rest of the pdjppumaClearly, that it depends neither on
the class you were born to nor on the colour ofryakin nor on the religion you worship
whether you are virtuous and good person or noother words, that being “aristocratic”
or religious person is not synonymous with beingdst and morally excellent. All people
were born equal and it is the influence of the styciwvhich shapes them to humiliated
slaves or lofty aristocrats. The only thing whiclakes people different is good or evil

heart.



Mark Twain’s Life

It is very important to be familiar with Mark Twas family, hometown, opinions
and his life as all these aspects had influencediteral work. Both the society of the time
of his childhood and the events which happenedrtoare reflected in thAdventures of
Huckleberry Finn The depiction of his life provides us with adegudraft of shape of the
society of that age and also the life story of § ldho was not born to high society,
attended school only until he was twelve and theahdid not inspire confidence in him
yet still, he was a good, sympathetic and more hyoexcellent than the literary critics
and the snobs of the upper class who initially sedrhim.

John M. Clemens and Jane Clemens nurtured litden $0 become a good
Presbyterian. He attended Sunday school and chseochces but as his daughter Susy
wrote, he did not like it very much: “Grandma cautdmake papa go to school [and]...
how readily would [he] pretend to be dying so astnchave to go to school” (TwaiMy
Autobiography54). And as Twain’s father’'s stance on the chuncbeneral was not very
good, little Sam instead of going to the church ldaather play with other boys outside.
Not surprisingly, as Twain was getting older, hgpm@ach to the religious institutions
became quite distrustful and lasted for his whidée Twain did not believed in miracles of
Saints etc. and regarded religious institutionkelatis a kind of business as illustrated in
e.g. inLife on the Mississippi

He spent his childhood in Hannibal which servedaanodel to many towns in his
books. Mark Twain describes it as sleepy town wataves: “In the small town of
Hannibal, Missouri ...we lived in a slaveholdingraounity... However, there was nothing
about the slavery of the Hannibal region to rouse'svdozing human instincts to activity
“( M. T.’s Autobiographyl24).

It was really sleepy town on the bank of the Misgipi river which awoke along
just with arrival of the steamboats and so eveny inahis town dreamt about becoming a
pilot of such steamboat. But before was Twain dblanake his desire come true, he
worked as typesetter &tannibal Courier ,after he had to stop studying because of the
death of his father. Two years later he startedamperate with his brother Orion who
founded new journal called/estern UnionThis foreshadowed his future job.

In the journal office he knew about all importavents which happened in the
town. For instance, Samuel typeset announcemedi®grtssements and columns about

missing slaves, about slaves’ abnormalities anchesithey committed. The role of the



newspaper was very significant at that time asippsrted the slavery in Southern areas.
Terrell Dempsey, the attorney from Hannibal, Mo.Searching for Jimclaims, “The
papers also kept people informed on the valueaf tituman stock by reporting prices and
trends across the country. Beyond their importatmwethe economics of slavery,
newspapers fulfilled another function ... They ctad out a constant stream of racist
propaganda that perpetuated and supported slayPsrhpsey 159). This brought Sam
much wider awareness of slave community he livedrinthermore, his later employment
in other various journals e.gMuscatine Journalor Daily Post provided him with
experiences for his writings.

Later, when travelling to New Orleans he decidecdbécome a steamboat pilot.
This job was also of great benefit to Twain. Fasiél knowledge of the Mississippi river,
new experiences, heard stories and numerous emgeuntith various types of
personalities from fraudsters to high society, ¢hase the aspects which were of great
importance to creation of thedventures of Huckleberry Finn.

As soon as the civil war began the traffic alohg Mississippi river stopped.
Firstly Samuel joined the Confederate States Atooy after two weeks he ascertained that
it is foolish to die for nothing and deserted. Tiext period of his life took place in
Nevada where Samuel worked with Orion at politié&ld, as prospector and as
contributor of articles for th&irginia City Territorial Enterprisewhere he used the pen
name Mark Twain for the first time. Then he tragdlko San Francisco, Hawaiian Islands,
New York and in 1867 to Europees the correspondent of jourrta California. On the
boat sailing to Europe he beheld the picture ofitisre wife Olivia Langdon.

Although Mark Twain was raised in the family whioked to possess slaves and
was in favour of slavery his views on this insiat deeply changed while living with

Olivia. In his childhood, slavery seemed to himunak as he says My Autobiography

...l had no aversion to slavery. | was not avhae there was anything
wrong about it. No one arraigned it in my heayiting local papers said
nothing against it; the local pulpit taught uattod approved it, that it was
a holy thing, and that the doubter need only lwothe Bible if he wished to
settle his mind--and then the texts were readdato us to make the matter
sure;...(129).



However this lax view on slavery disappeared togettith newly gained experience from
travelling and with the sojourn in the North at ttengdons and their friends.

The Langdon family resided in Elmira, New York,dabelonged to the wealthy,
devout and conservative ones. The father of Oldgayis Langdon was republican and he
was fighting against the slavery. Thanks to him Mawain had the opportunity to meet
many eminent personalities e.g. Harriet Beechew&toWiliam Dean Howells or
Frederick Douglass, who also influenced his opigjoconvictions and stance on life,
slavery and society in general.

The older and wiser he was, the more he realimadmanity of slavery and felt
sorry about former slaves in South. He had bednofulemorse for everything since his
childhood and the matter of the institution of glgvwas no exception. He criticized it in
his books, articles, performances, helped Africameficans to study at Lincoln University
and he even financed the studies of black boy at Yhle University. Later Twain
explained it, “I do not believe | would very chadly help a white student...but | do not
feel so about the other color. We have ground thahuood out of them and the shame is
ours, not theirs, and we should pay for ttv@inquotes

After the marriage with Olivia Langdon the coupileved to Hartford, Connecticut.
Since he had lived with Livy the life was great.aGually, they had three daughters, a
wonderful big house, their mutual relationship wesmonious, his books brought him
fame and he became noted and respected author.

That time he felt truly happy, but a couple ofltiincidents disrupted his bliss and
slowly brought him into pessimistic moods. It wae tstart of the dismal period. Firstly,
after a sensation callethe Adventures of Tom Sawyes career seemed to be on the
decline as he had written no successful books fong time. From 1875 to 1880, he did
not finish any significant work and he was afrdidtthis creativity was exhausted and the
profession of writer was slowly going to end. Setigrhe tried to write two playsh Sin
and Simon Wheeler Detectiwehich were not very good. And finally he found hatian
embarrassing situation because of his speech dlomgfellow, Holmes and Emerson at
the birthday celebration of John Whittier in 18&tawiski 137). The reaction of press
was shattering for Twain and worried him very mukle wrote in his autobiography,
“During the first year or two after it happenedould not bear to think of it. My pain and
shame were so intense, and my sense of havingdveiembecile so settled, established and

confirmed, that | drove the episode entirely frommmind...”(Twain 259).



In 1881 Twain’s self confidence was restored bwlisghing Prince and Pauper
One year later he sailed down the Mississippi raved returned to Hannibal to recall his
piloting days, because of intention to write anotbieceLife on the Mississippit seems
that one short visit of the region of his boyhoaaysl provided him with plenitude of
inspiration and helped him to finish telventures of Huckleberry Finthe book he had
been working on since 1876.

In that year he had written almost 400 pages @ut them into the “drawer”. Three
years later he started to write again, but he meshdg create only chapters XVII and
XVIII. Eventually, in 1883 the plot of the book wasmplete. The edit of the text took
Twain almost another year and in 1884 fwdventures of Huckleberry Finmere finally
published. At first in England and Canada, in 188%he United States by Mark Twain’s
company Charles Webster and Co. The book becamyegpwepular with people and earned
a lot of money. From 1885 to 1960 there was soldr aight millions copies only in
America (Stawiski 162).



Connection between Huckleberry Finn and the Criticzed Society

Even though a bit modified, the society Twain icisied in theAdventuresof
Huckleberry Finnhad many features in common with the society af tiée and many
characters from the book had their living modats1895 in the interview for the Portland
Oregonian Twain said:

| don’t believe an author, good, bad or indifféresver lived, who created a
character. It was always drawn from his recoltecbf someone he had
known...even when he is making no attempt to drsacharacter from life,
when he is striving to create something differeven then, however ideal
his drawing, he is yet unconsciously drawing freremory (Complete
Interviewsl74).

We can speculate about the veracity of this comag@ssertion but in Twain’s case the
statement is evidently true. He was forming therati@rs of the books according to the
real living people either by mixing features of mgrersons and creating one character or
by modifying the real features of people. The pesshe met, the stories he heard, the
events he experienced, the places he visited, #wegyis somehow reflected in his work.
Therefore we can observe flaws of real society Wwiaite later reflected and criticised in
Twain’s work.

For instance the below mentioned drunkennesseofdther of Tom Blankenship,
who does not care for the family or the deed of¥@rnwhich seemed as bravery to Twain,
but it would have been better if it have been a momplace rather than an exception,
those are the things which appear in Aliventures of Huckleberry Fin®@ther aspects of
the society Twain well known and depicted themha book are Quarlesarm full of
slaves, the drunkard living in the streets togethigh hogs, the endeavour of people to
belong to aristocracy and last but not least, th@osng of a man just because of one’s
honour and the fact he is irritating.

Huckleberry Finn was Tom Blankenship in real.litewas a friend of little Samuel
when living with family in Hannibal. His way of limg with no education and good nature
helped Twain to shape Huck as plausible as posdiblely Autobiography,Twain says
that [Tom] was ignorant, unwashed, insufficientyf but he had as good a heart as ever

any boy had. His liberties were totally unrestrctéle was the only really independent



person--boy or man--in the community, and by consaqge he was tranquilly and

continuously happy and envied by the rest of u$)Y2Iom really did not have to go to

school, because his family was poor and there wagsublic school in Hannibal and so he
had a kind of “self upbringing”. However he was dand that is why all the boys wanted
to go outside with him, even though their parenits bt tolerate it. The difference

between Tom Blankenship and Huck was that Tom rednts and seven siblings and
even though, Tom’s father was shiftless and oftamk| he was not a model for “Pap
Finn”. It was another person living in Hannibalgdb drunkard Jimmy Finn who was used
in the book as Huckleberry’s father.

But may be, it was a deed of Benson which inspiredin with the idea of a soft-
hearted boy who is not spoilt by the rules of aetl life. Benson Blankenship, the older
brother of Tom, did something which impressed itegl Samuel's memory and later
served as an inspiration for the relationship ofcklieberry and escaped slave. While
fishing in swamps Ben met fugitive slave. Despite fact that it was a crime not to return
escaped slave, that there was offered a rewanefomed slave and that Ben’s family had
no money, Ben had decided to help the slave tovairiNevertheless, later was the slave
discovered and while chased in the marshes, attegnptd cross the river he drowned.
Even though he was not saved, the moral lessamogétvent probably remained forever in
Twain’s mind.

Jim, the slave escaping together with Huck waaaeh the slave of Samuel’s uncle,
John Quarles. From the age of four to twelve, Samsed to spend few months a year
there. As John Quarles owned about fifteen to twé&l#groes Sam came into the contact
with them quite often. Soon he got acquainted liir rituals, speaking manners and
their nature and gradually got to like them. On¢heim called “Uncle Dal’ was a friend
of children, especially little Samuel. He was “fditl and affectionate good friend, ally and
adviser...whose sympathies were wide and warmwdrabe heart was honest and simple
and knew no guile,” wrote Twain iNy Autobiography(129). May be just through the
relationship with Daniel, Samuel gained warm fegdirabout Negroes. Later he stated,
“The black face is as welcome to me now as it mas't My Autobiographyl29)

The relative of Twaits mother, Jesse Leathers was a living prove otigsere of
people to belong to aristocracy. Just as many psrspAmerica purported they are Louis
XVII, the lost son of French king, Jesse believeddiescends from old aristocratic family
and called himself Earl of Durham. Whole his life tvas abortively trying to get his

heritage and died poor.



Finally, the event which happened in Hannibalegithe evidence about the
excessive emphasis on honour in South. A proud caled William Owsley shot
cattleman Samuel Smarr because Smarr slanderedpemly in the street. Little Sam
Clemens witnessed it and later used it in chapaenty-one of theAdventures of
Huckleberry Finn Here, the incident is quite authentically depicjest the names were
changed to Sherburn and Boggs.

In brief, we can say that the criticism of “sigdtion” by Twain is justified. He
criticized the society he knew well and used fat thurpose basis of real events and real
characteristics of living persons. It follows thithae Adventures of Huckleberry Finis
valuable picture of the life and demeanour of aglten slave community.
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Criticism of “Sivilization”

Aristocracy

“The South was dignified, traditionalist, socialragification had stabilized
seemingly forever, and nobody questioned feudalalsby. The beautiful residences of
rich planters surrounded with lawn and flower beasititude of magnolias, elder and
mimosas, resembled castles of French aristocrafreoéhe revolution ...”, that is how
Julian Stawiski, the writer and translator describes the Saunth its “aristocracy” in his
bookMark Twain(10). He also speaks about ladies in brocade esgspending their time
by embroidering and about gentlemen as elegantcandly as the marquises, whose
“Conversation maybe was not so glittering, perhtéyey had also some difficulties with
grammar, but their sense for honour, when speadirayit ladies and gambling debts, was
highly developed ... and so the duels took placedaity basis” (10). It was the
“aristocracy” which was trying to imitate the adstacy of romantic world of Sir Walter
Scott's work. Its wealth originated mainly in slayeand land, the education was not of
great importance to them and their cruelty was démddehind the disguise of the sense of
honour.

This is the depiction of the class regarded asdpheof the society; society wherein
common people desired to count among the aristpcrslany of those people were
claiming they are the true Dauphin or that theimifg used to be aristocratic one.
However, why? Does the fact someone is of nobkh Bignify he or she is good, virtuous,
intellectually or morally higher? Is “The Grangaddamily, representing the best of the
Old South’s society, the world created by the imageSir Walter Scott” (Leonard,
Tenney, and Davis 211) somehow better than theafetite population? Are they real
aristocrats? InThe Medievalist Impulse in American Literatura book of Kim I.
Moreland, Professor of English at The George Waghm University, we can find the
truth which is that, “With their tacky parlor anéd poetry, are [the Grangerfords], as
Robert Lowrey points out, '‘Obviously only imitatewnf sophisticated culture whose feet

of clay show through the facade”(Moreland 44). IReahe poetry and drawings of
Emmeline Grangerford with intended pathos seemiseratidiculous than touching or
refined. The statement of Robert Lowrey is veragjobecause when talking about
“aristocracy” in America, we refer to rich and poWw families with no privileges or titles
granted by state as the Constitution of the Unftates excludes formal aristocracy. The

“aristocracy” in America just imitated genteel marmn of English aristocracy, but in fact
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they were ordinary low people which only became IthgaIn reality, they were flawed
and spoilt as well as the common people. The opiwioProfessor of English at Brown
University, Charles H. Nichols characterizes thusial class precisely when he says in his
essay “A True Book with Some Stretches: Huck Firoddy”, that [theAdventures of
Huckleberry Finthwas rightly perceived as an attack on the vabfegenteel America- its
pseudoaristocratic pretensions, its primitive tielig and its absurd boasts of Confederate
“honor” (Leonard, Tenney, and Davis 210). It is §ibke to find all those features in the
Granferford family. In spite of the fact that thea@gerfords act really respectfully and
courteously to each other, they do not hesitatkiltoother persons just because of the
reason none of them remembers. The father is prasdiourteen years old son called
Buck, nearly shot dead other person, but also lebis disappointed, as the son shot from
hiding place instead of standing vis-a-vis his epeAithough the father of Grangerford
family loves Buck and other sons, he let them diesénseless feud. All these things
happen because of extremely developed sense ofuharfo Southern “aristocracy”.
Moreover both the Grangerford as well as the Sheisbbe families are believers. When
going home from the church, the place of peace evtiey sit with the guns ready for the
next potential battle, the Grangerfords admitssiaenon about brotherly love was a good
one and as Huck says, “They all talked it over gdiome, and had such a powerful lot to
say about faith and good works and free grace amdoneordestination ..."(142).
Nevertheless, only one day after the preaching tabmtherly love and speaking about
good works, the Grangerfords want to kill young neéthe Shepherdson family because
he is in love with their daughter. Where is the ¢lihshalt love thy neighbour” then? It
seems the preacher was not persuasive enough asrthen had evidently no effect. In
chapter eighteen, we finally realize what Staski means when talking about “fictive
religiousness” of this pseudo-aristocracy (167)h&se is description of the church full of
hogs lying on the floor because they feel good lae@ Huck appositely notes that most
folks don't go to church only when they've gotlot a hog is different (Twain 143). Many
hypocritical people often go to church so that gvame of their neighbour and also the
preacher know they are decent Christians. Butstriathing to do with their inner belief,
because the genuine Christian who believes in Geayen and hell should not be able to
kill anyone.

12



Slavery, Racism

In 1840, the time of Twais boyhood, there lived 383,702 inhabitants in Misso
out of them 58,240 were slaves (Dempsey 9). It badieved slavery is something blessed,
given by God and almost nobody had any doubts ahbiout so, the Bible was the
instrument providing people with logical explanasowhy is that so. Moreover, people
were persuaded Negroes were inferior to the wiite and slavery is good for them. For
instance, George Fitzhugh, pro-slavery author amdak theorist in his essay, “The
Universal Law of Slavery”, claims that the Negraae not capable to survive in free
society and that the institution of slavery praseittem from extermination. He continues
with the statement that,The Negro slaves of the South are the happiest, iansome
sense, the freest people in the world,” and dematest this theory on several examples of
relaxed regimen of Negro children, women and mercomparison with Fitzhugh, Twain
calls Southern plantations to be “hell” in his ditgraphy and speaks about chained
Negroes waiting for ship to the Southern slave miadad adds, “Those were the saddest
faces | had ever seenMy Twain’s Aut. 124). The institution of slavery is especially
delicate subject to Mark Twain and so the criticisislavery and racism infuses the whole
book.

Firstly Twain criticizes the mistreatment andtatte to slaves. The stance towards
slaves, no matter if the persons are “aristocratrcyjodly, is perfectly visible in chapter
forty-two and seventeen. When Jim, the main slaated in the story and property of
Miss Watson, Huck and Tom are escaping from Phdisn Tom is wounded. The
doctor, who was sent to the place where is Tomtéaas trying to rescue him but he
needs aid. Jim concealed from local people dediddselp the doctor even though he
knows he will be captured again. On the farm batfisJhands and legs are chained and he
is incarcerated in an old cabin. People are argggt and berate him and Jim is promised
to be given only bread and water until his ownenes. When the doctor praises Jim for
the help and good behaviour, men appreciate iuadértake not to swear at Jim anymore.
But that is all. Jim remains chained, locked arminges just bread and water. Even though
Jim acted honourably and saved children’s livel & is only a Negro.

Miss Watson, godly person, is treating Jim qudesh as Jim says, She pecks on
me all de time, en treats me pooty rough” (Twair). Nevertheless she has at least
promised Jim not to sell him to New Orleans. Howewhe later breaks her word and

wants to sell him. Even though Jim was unhappy i@sMVatson as he had been separated
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from his family, he knew everything is better ththe life of slave in the South and so he
was unresisting to her treatment. So evidenthyai$ the fear of cruel behaviour of masters
in South which forced him to escape when discogehtiss Watson'’s intentions, not the

lack of respect or obedience as would white peofien think as illustrated in chapter

thirty-one, where Huck claims that [Miss WatsonJuMbbe mad and disgusted at [Jim’s]

rascality and ungratefulness for leaving her ..4iha270).

Furthermore, the adversity which happened to Joours again in the Wilks
episode. The Dauphin, who is also called the ksajls Negroes of Wilks family. Two
sons are taken to Memphis and their mother to @slebn the book, Mary Jane Wilks is
sad because of the incident, but it is necessaagtoit that such separations of the slave
families were not uncommon as Professor Michaelmiad lecturer in economic and
social history documents in his bo&@peculators and Slaveshen saying, “In 1850’s,
...perhaps thirty percent of Missouri slaves salcally were children under fifteen who
were sold without either parent” ( 397), as thetedhbelieved Negroes do not mind being
separated from their family. According to Chanaeltarper of South Carolina, “...Blacks
always lacked any real capability for domestic &ftn and showed insensibility to ties of
kindered”( Tadman 213).

In brief, as obvious neither Miss Watson who “beadgin that way so that she can
go to heaven”, nor well educated doctor or repetddgdliever Uncle Phelps, treat Jim as
well as Huck does. Only Huck is able to see Jirfriaad, kind- hearted human being and
treats him as if Jim was equal to him. Also thastacracy” did not treat the slaves well.
Although it is not possible to deduce the attitudeslaves in “aristocratic” family of
Grangerfords from the book, the fact they own osee hundred slaves is sufficient.
Everyone knows the condition on farms with largenber of slaves were much worse than
those of slaves working in household. The workla¥es and ownership of land were the
main sources of Southern so-called aristocracy’altiweand so it is hard to imagine the
slaves working in fields as fast as possible withvwlip of overseer.

Secondly, Twain points to racial prejudices peameally had against Negroes.
There existed popular myths about Negroes whicte waiversally applied to all slaves.
For instance, people assumed Negroes were medetdoeatures serving mainly for hard
work. According to the politician from South Cardiand the U.S. Senator, James Henry
Hammond , the Negro is “A race inferior to [Southarhite men], but eminently qualified
in temper, in vigor, in docility, in capacity toastd the climate, to answer all purposes [of

South]”. Also, it was believed Negroes are infetiothe white race, which among others
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signified they are more stupid, morally lower amdegling. Michael Tadman documents it
when saying, “Proslavery literature and the mageziand prints of antebellum South
generally were ...persistently arguing for innateck laziness, inferior intellectual
capacity, and natural promiscuity and instabilityfamily and sexual matters” (212).

And so we cannot be surprised that when Jim wbepause he misses his family
Huck on his own comes to a conclusion that Negrochred just as much for his people as
white folks does for their'n, and adds that it teaem natural, but [he] reckon it's
so (Twain 196). In a similar way Huck confronts hidopted knowledge of stupidity of
Negroes in chapter fourteen and concludes thapite ®f the fact Jim is a Negro, he is
quite clever. It seems to him Jim must be exceptistave because Huck knows slaves are
generally considered as primitive and his Jim gapagently deliberate about things quite
reasonably. However, what is the indicator of slilp? Is a sagacious person who is able
to use his or her common sense stupid just bedaeiser she does not know who the
Shakespeare is? In fact slaves came from a cultarg different from American.
Moreover they were not allowed to be educated ettalnght to read and write and so it is
obvious they did not shared general knowledge afempeople. But does it signify they
are stupid? How about the Negro professor who Wawed to study mentioned in chapter
six then? And similarly when talking about the ftaslity in family matters”, it is
important to say, it is foolish to asses the apghaat Negroes to family matters while they
are enslaved in the surroundings unnatural to tlaah judge it in compliance with
American norms. Furthermore, Twain on the charaofedim and the Wilks slaves
obviously shows, the Negroes cared about theirliesna lot. When we consider the way
Jim regrets hitting his little daughter years agd Aow Pap Finn regrets beating Huck, it
is pretty different, is not it? Pap Finn wants Hgakioney that is why he returns to get him
back, but Jim remembers his family almost daily aaahts to get money to redeem them.
Similarly it is possible to observe that Negroed feve for family members as intensively

as the whites in Dempsey&earching for Jim

In Hannibal, Franklin Harriman encountered anscee remembered all his
life. He observed a coffle of slave marched cmtoverboat ...As the boat
pulled away, a Negro drayman came running taitreefront. His wife was
among the slaves being sold South. The draynr@amsed and cried
inconsolably as the steamboat chugged past Loverap and dissapeared
downriver. Harriman recorded that he had neven seich agony (97-98).
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Is it possible then, to believe that the Negroessdwot care so much about their family as
claimed in Tadman’s book: “As for the[Negro] husbahe mattered little, showing ' a
feeble and capricious love of his wife and indiéfiece to his offspring™(215)? No, it is
only one of the many white myths proving the rigig® of white people’s superiority to
this low “animals”.

However the most paradoxical situation, which disps Negroes are morally low,
arrives when Jim refuses to continue down the rlvecause he wants to rescue Tom
Sawyer. Huck is happy about Jim’s right decisiod #me fact his belief, Jim is warm-
hearted person, affirmed and says that he knewndimblack only externally and “white
inside” ( Twain 350). Jim sacrifices his freedoniltam, a boy from good family, who has
been making fun of him, lying to him and endanggtiis life just for childish adventure.
The lost hope of freedom and of family reunion ésehin contrast with the game of white
boy, maybe future master of another slave. Popojanion about the low morals of
Negroes did not proved. That is why Huck claims &nwhite inside, he simply wants to
say Jim is good. However, there are not many wpikeple in theAdventures of
Huckleberry Finnrwho would have behaved the same way as Jim didréta it, no white
person in the book exhibits such empathy and pagiemth the boys as Jim. When we
look at the way Widow Douglass and Miss Watson tayang to “sivilize” Huck and
compare it with Jim’s genial approach and real leweghe boy, without any attempt to
change Huck’s personality, it is completely differeJim behaves like caring father unlike
his legitimate white father.

In summary, Twain disproves the beliefs Negroes raprally and intellectually
lower, lazy and instable in “family matters”. Jumcause Jim’s skin is black it does not
mean he is somehow inferior. On the contraryamspires he is neither morally low as the
Grangerfords and Colonel Sherburn who killed peoplthe con men yearning for money,
nor lazy and stupid as white Pap Finn or the radtiem Arkansas. Even though Negroes
skin is black, they are superstitious and theirad®@tatus is as low as possible still in many
cases they behave better than white “aristocraog’ the devout. The Uncle Daniel or
good old Aunt Hannah from Quarlefarm mentioned below, the Negro professor in
chapter six or the black students studying at usities Twain supported, were the living
proves of this statement.

All the more so incomprehensible is the fact thegro was often even not

considered to be human being. It is graphicallysiitated in chapter thirty-two where Huck
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arrives to Phelpgdarm. He explains to Aunt Sally he is belatedtfa cylinder-head on the
steamboat had broken. Aunt Sally is frightened eaks if someone has been injured.
Huck answers, “No'm. Killed a nigger” (Twain 28The reaction of Aunt Sally is much
more shocking than the one of Huck. She feelswetieand says that ... it's lucky; because
sometimes people do get hurt (Twain 281). It dendblegroes are not people to Aunt Sally
and even Huck knows well if he mentions in his ptarNegro died, instead of white
person, there won’t be any other questions abauinitident.

The evidence of such “inhuman” perception of Negroould be also found in the
period articles in the newspapers, where were anotimgrs published information about
genetic peculiarities and curiosities of newboavssk in a similar way as a cattle breeder’s
showpiece. Dempsey in his book publishes one aetlagticles. It says, “A Negro woman
belonging to Capt. John D. Moss, of Grand PasSalme Country, was delivered of three
fine wealthy children at single birth. They are ladlys, and are likely to live and do well”
(200). It is totally humiliating approach to humhaing to write about he or she in the
newspaper article without mentioning his or her eaihe owner’s name is the only name
mentioned there. Here it is possible to observecthelty of white people. It is true the
church claimed that the slavery is approved by @od supported it with certain texts of
the Bible. However, anybody told people neithevataare not human beings nor that they
should be beaten, whipped or even killed becaus#isobedience, slow work or being
insulting to white person. No one told them to tré&segroes like livestock. Terrell
Dempsey claims that according Ryiest’'s Bible Defence of Slavesuch cruelty was
allowed: “Under the curse of Ham theory, crueltybtack slaves was fully justified. The
black race was serving a sentence imposed by .. &mbrdingly, a slave could be lashed,
chained, or sold away from his family ...”(73), kstill nobody told people they should be
cruel to their slaves. The “morally superior” whipeople invented such things as the
theory that “... African Americans do not experiengain in the same fashion as other
human beings” (Dempsey 200), or the above mentiangth about the “instability in
family and sexual matters”. On the myth about “figrmatters” Tadman shows how useful

such myths were:

This almost universal racism could theoreticakye led to one of two main
outcomes- a tendency to protect “innately wedktk families and
institutions, or, on the other hand, a tendemetlie majority to exploit the

myth that only “temporary hardships” occurred wif@milies were wrecked
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or arbitrarily disturbed by masters. Despitelthers of myth which the Old
South generated to make itself comfortable atédhamd acceptable abroad,
the trade shows that the second tendency wagyctianinant. In effect, the
vast bulk of the Old South’s literary output ¢re tblack “character”, family,
and “amalgamation” ingeniously constructed a fauork of fable whereby
masters could both separate families whenevegrtiehed and regarded

themselves as paternalists whatewsyr did ( 212).

So the people themselves invented fable abouthitisyaof Negroes in family matters but
instead of protecting and supporting family attaehtnof slavesthe whites abused such
myths to their own profit. How simple! Which meathat there might have been a clever
“godly” author who invented the distorted theoryanirsed race, as stated below, but the
people were those who followed it and “improvede ttules of slave “breeding” with
considerable amount of violence and cruelty.

In fact, in theAdventures of Huckleberry Fintinere is one short passage which
inconspicuously indicates the slaves behave thee saay as the whites. Therefore there
should be neither superiority of white men nor difeerence in understanding of black and
white race. In negligible depiction of arrival otiek on Phelpsfarm in chapter thirty-two
it is possible to observe the same behaviour ofendmd Negro children. The slave woman
comes in the courtyard and from behind her dresp mait little Negro children. In a
moment there arrives a white woman and white cbildueep out from behind her dress
identically. Those children act exactly the samg asithe black ones. It illustrates there is
no difference in their mentality or logic. Theredoit must be true Negroes are as well
human beings as the whites and without establishofenstitution of slavery and then the
backing of religion, white persons could not fegberior. In simple terms, both the whites
and the Negroes should be treated equally.

On the other hand, to avoid distorted portrayadlafes Twain epitomizes not only
the positive attributes of Negroes. However it does mean he belittles Negrdoeslues
or somehow disparages their qualities as John Hlla¥éa thinks. He believes that
Huckleberry Finn is an American classic for no otteason than that it ridicules blacks to
greater extent than any other book given our childo read (Leonard, Tenney, and Davis
23). The following paragraphs will demonstrate dpgosite is true.

On the character of Jim, Twain demonstrates Nejragperstition and wisdoms

originating in their connection with nature, cuvatiprocedures and also their occasional
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obstinacy. The superstition of slaves is clearlgible through the whole story. For
instance, in chapter thirty-four there is a slay@ovshould feed imprisoned Jim. He has
threads snarled in his hair which serve as a pioteagainst spells of witches. No matter
how it seems fictional, it is a detail from Twairbsyhood days. IMy Autobiographyhe
writes about a Negro woman called Aunt Hannah from therl@safarm. “Whenever
witches were around,” he says, “she tied up thenesmhof her wool in little tufts, with
white thread, and this promptly made the witchegatant”(129). Jim is also superstitious.
He possesses a hair ball of a stomach of an oxhankis he can foresee a future. When
Huck is afraid of his father he asks Jim for halp &im prophesies him just general things
similar to a weather forecast. Next Tom and Huek making fun of Jim while they are
escaping out of the house of Widow Douglass and tes hat on the branch of the tree
under which Jim sleeps. After Jim wakes up he betighe witches were riding him whole
night all around the world. Gradually he becomesugr of the event, fabricates new
circumstances of the trip and starts to believadsethe power to cure. It may seem funny
to Christians who do not believe such fairy talas, just because they find it laughable it
does not mean Twain ridicules beliefs of Negroesrddver, is not it the same thing as
miracles the devout believe in? Does not it resentid assertion of Christians who have
seen the Holy Virgin or God, who told them whattwor cured their cancer? However, in
the forest on Jackson’s Island it proves Jim’s gffi®ns are not completely senseless as
only three days after Huck touches the snake $lardisaster happens and Huck promises
to believe Jim next time. But is not it only a caolence? Just suggestion? Nevertheless,
does not it work on the same principle on which@eistianity has been based? Because,
is it miracle when someone prays to God for thevery of the grandmother and she
recovers? Or is it just combination of good jobtleé doctors, willpower of the grand-
mother, and contentment of the person he or sheaiitkthing to help her? And still the
whites were trying to inculcate Negroes with Chaisity. IS not it absurd? It is like to tell
the Negroes that the “fairy tale” they believe snprimitive and meaningless. Therefore
they are morally and intellectually low if they amble to believe in such things. That is
why now they are going to believe in white fairletaf white people, which is much better
than theirs. Thus when Uncle Phelps claims thehsgcdo not exist as Nat says to Tom
and Huck, “Please to don't tell nobody 'bout it,s&tole Mars Silas he'll scole me; 'kase he
say dey AIN'T no witches” (Twain 301), it is thensa situation as if Negroes scold Uncle
Silas for believing in “his” God and told him, Gddes not exist as nhobody has ever seen

him. Simply, how can Christians think their beliesuperior to others?
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Another feature typical of Jim is captured in deagourteen. There is a dialogue
between Huck and Jim illustrating the fact that dnunsophisticated, quite obstinate and
solves each problem with his own logic and comnemss. For instance, he is not able to
admit the Solomon’s decision, to settle the dismiittvo women over a baby by cutting it
into two pieces, was wise. He simply cannot undecstthe theoretical meaning of the
verdict and still repeats that to cut a baby into pieces would be bad. In a similar way
he argues with Huck about foreign languages. Whyukh French speak French and
Americans English even though both French and Asaes are people? But still he
exhibits more sagacity, wit and rational thinkitgmn Pap Finn or the people from small
towns deceived by the king and the duke.

The last attribute of Jim is his imagination andlination to exaggeration. It can be
observed for example in chapter fifteen where Hoadkes fun of Jim, pretending they
have never separated in the fog and that it wasajugghtmare of Jim. Jim starts to retell
Huck what happened in the dream but he “paintagpictonsiderable” and immediately
tries to interpret it as bad at good omens.

However what is Negroésinclination to exaggeration, to superstition or to
obstinacy in comparison with white persorg/pocrisy, selfishness and cruelty. Those
“flaws” of slaves may look comical in the book, khey have nothing to do with moral
degeneracy, whereas, those of whites are ratheenkaile. Ultimately, the Negroes
unspoilt by civilization, its deceit, duplicity angpacity are morally better than their
“virtuous” masters. Of course there were also tleves who killed their masters or
families, but who is to blame? Who knows about waghor living conditions they had to
bear?

In brief, Twain criticizing the society endeavouesbe objective if possible. Even
though, the Negroes in tialventures of Huckleberry Firare depicted mostly in positive
way as Twain had warm feelings about them and\ssdi¢hat “ ... They actually constitute
a part of nature and only nature is not morally”iawinski 169), he also demonstrated
their less attractive characteristic- to make pldasmage of society. Therefore, it would
be wrong to say Twain mocks at primitiveness of fdeg by showing their superstition or
some of their negative features. Moreover, the =tiien of Negroes and lower class
might seemed stupid to educated people, but in ifapartially originate in European
Christian legends as emerges from Stawiis example of the approach to snakes in
African voodoo, where the snake is admired and hris@lanity, where is the snake

something people should be afraid of, some kindesil. So the rich people, writers and
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scientists from Hartford, who preferred rationahking to all kinds of witchcraft because
it is just for coloured wretches, (Stawki 30) as a matter of fact partially and

unconsciously, spurned also the Christianity.
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Religion, Conscience and Hypocrisy

The religion has always been a tool by means atlwpeople have been able to
comfort their desperation, affliction, worries amthich provided them with hope in the
worst times of their lives. But on the other hammdthe hands of wise persons who needed
to influence people’s minds and opinions it coudddrchanged into powerful weapon very
easily. The hypocritical speeches of the Senatdre’l Beveridge and the President
William McKinley, persuading the people about thghtness of the “help” to the
Philippines, should be convincing enough. Both weymg to make people believe this is
the way God wants it. While Albert Beveridge opeslgted that God intended the nation

of the U.S. to civilize the world (Staiski 227) McKinley expressed it more cagily.

“Night after night, | walked the floor of my bembrm and | am not ashamed
to tell you, that | went down on my knees and/pteAlmighty God for

light and guidance. When one night, it came tel mien’'t know myself,

how it happened. | realized that there was ngtheft for us to do, but to
take all the islands, to educate the Filipinoglize them, Christianize them
and with the help of God, do everything we carfatdhose our fellow men
for whom Christ also died”(Stanski 227).

Both William McKinley and Albert Beveridge misuseéde name of the God to make
people support their decisions and opinions, wkidently were given to them by “God”.
And as God is not here to say what is right orap somebody misinterpreted the text of
Bible, it was easy for church to make Southernetgbe slavery is a just institution God
endorses, as well as for Beveridge and Kinley ter@her people believe it is necessary
to “save” and Christianize mostly Christianizedgtiios.

Not surprisingly the religion played very signditt role in attitude to slavery and
in forming of morality of people in the South. law/the main institution which vindicated
and endorsed slavery, mainly by its distorted tiesorOne of these theories, proving
slavery is a just institution, speaks about Negragsabout a cursed race which should
serve others. Josiah Priest says inBltde Defence of Slaveryhere were three sons of
Noah- Ham, Shem and Japheth. Ham was black, Shemedand the best out of the three
sons was Japheth, the white one. Once Ham sawvathisrfnaked and told his brothers

about it. Noah got angry and cursed Ham'’s son Gammde a “servant of servants unto
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his brethren” (Dempsey 69). That is why the sedstef Negroes within the institution of
slavery is nothing sinful or immoral. Similar preofvere sufficient to make people think
their behaviour towards Negroes is fair and sanetioby God. Thanks to it, religion
planters believed it is a will of God to be supetim Negroes and to “take care of them”.
Negroes on the other hand were taught that, “T$mwitude had a biblical basis and that
to question slavery was to question God Himselflfipsey 68). Furthermore, slaves were
not allowed to learn read and write and so theyewwt able to look into the Bible and
understand the texts their own way.

As a result, inhabitants of South were confidéiat slavery is justifiable and fair.
It was religion which saved people from feeling gaurof conscience because of having
slaves in possession, and which supported violefckad people when it did not
denounced cruel behaviour towards Negroes. Thud people had hypocritical blessing
of their bad treatment of slaves and so they dichawe to feel guiltily when giving slaves
a whipping or killing them. However, even the kistlpeople such as Uncle Phelps in the
Adventures of Huckleberry Finor Twain’s good mother Jane had not guilty consme
for having slaves and did not considered the unstib of slavery to be reprehensible as

Twain illustrates in his autobiography:

... Yet, kind-hearted and compassionate [my nmrptivas, | thinks she was
not conscious that slavery was a bald, groteagdeunwarrantable
usurpation. She had never heard it assailedyirpalpit but she heard it
defended and sanctified in a thousand; her ears familiar with Bible

texts that approved it, but if there were anyt thiaapproved it they had not
been quoted by her pastors; as far as her experi@ent, the wise and the
good and the holy were unanimous in the conwvicti@t slavery was right,
righteous, sacred, the peculiar pet of the Daityl a condition which the
slave himself ought to be daily and nightly thfamkor (M. Twain’s
Autobiography 123).

In the same way Uncle Phelps, who is describetthenbook as “the innocentest,
best old soul” Huckleberry has ever seen and th&opewho is not just a farmer but also a
preacher and “has a little one-horse log churchrdback of the plantation, which he built

it himself at his own expense, for a church andstttouse, and never charged nothing for
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his preaching...” (Twain 288), owns many slaves bhags and incarcerates Jim without
feeling guilty.

It seems, people at that time really trusted tbleurches and believed the things the
preachers said. And so if the Bible approved theesly they had no reason to ruminate
over its rightness. However, is it only the church blame? Should not people by
themselves realize there is something wrong andaioething against it? Does not this
unquestioningly following of the authorities resdenfiom Sawyer’s approach to the life?
Is not the trust in rightness of slavery just oa ltlasis of Biblical consent with it, similar to
the belief of Tom Sawyer who thinks the best waw lto do something, is to do it in the
manner of European literature which he dogmatidallipws without using his own brain
and wit? Nevertheless, how could be common pedgketa use their intellect when even
the “aristocracy”, the best of the Southern societyalso not able to use their own reason
when following European model of sense of honowcdbed in the books of Sir Walter
Scott. For instance, the pseudo-aristocratic fawfilerangerfords does not try to stop the
gratuitous slaughter even though they do not reneemitny the feud began. In addition,
although they go to church regularly, they alsandbfeel pangs of conscience for killing
so many people and for letting die their own clatdbecause it is part of the chivalric
tradition to participate in the feuds and to bebasve and remorseless as possible.
Conversely, even the “intellectually low” and unedted Negro Jim uses his brain for
instance, when speaking with Huck about languagks® simple Huck uses his common
sense before he starts to act according to teneteane educated or religious told him.
For instance, he does not “succumb” to teachinddis$ Watson and realizes it would not
be fair to return Jim. Instead he sacrifices him&el Jim and decides to go to hell. No
treat of Christianity will discourage him from heig his friend. Only Huck of low birth,
understanding the religion his own way, is abléawe a think about the given principles
of the society.

Here it is convenient to touch the matter of ielig hypocrisy. Its representative is
for example Miss Watson, who behaves decently, doesl works and together with her
sister she tries to rescue and to reform Huck.d®ets she do it because she is good person
or only for her own profit? The behaviour of Missat¥on resembles the behaviour of
Negro Nat on the Phelpfarm, who puts the threads in his hair and makesatitch pie to
break free from the spells of the witches. Thahes only goal of his endeavour. The goal
of Miss Watson’s endeavour - to go to heaven, isen@hristian. And so instead of putting

threads into her hair she is trying to do good woi&he decides to civilize Huck even
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though she has no sympathy with him. When Huck,s8iss Watson she kept pecking at
me, and it got tiresome and lonesome (Twain 8poks as if Miss Watson was doing just
her boring job. She does not care about Huck, skes dot exhibits love or warm feelings
for him. Instead of receiving gentle explanationtleé things, Huck does not understand,
he learns only he is “fool”. She does it simply farself. It seems the Widow probably did
not tell her the “secret of good Christian” sheeaed to Huck, that is, “[He] must help
other people, and do everything [he] could for oiheople, and look out for them all the
time, and never think about [himself] (Twain 17h e other hand, when Huck in chapter
thirteen want to save the lives of criminals onwieck of the steamboat, he does it mainly
because he is compassionate as he even does mostand the notion of reward in form
of heaven. In addition, he feels good because lkedoae something according to the
Widow’s teaching and thinks the Widow would be mtaaf him as “... Rapscallions and
dead beats is the kind the widow and good peogkestthe most interest in” (Twain 97).
But why do Christians want to help criminals and lpaople to be better? Is not it because
they are keen on doing good works to go to head@pé&s not Twain mock here at the
Christian desire to help all spoilt people morentlaay other? When we remember how
amusing is the endeavour of the judge to reform Hap in chapter five or the generous
contribution of the people at assembly to pirateowguddenly started to be strongly
religious, it seems quite probable. After all nopad the bad characters is reformed, but
those people who have tried to help them, feel nhatter because of good work they did.
Twain mocks at the hypocrisy of such Christiansodigh Huck's and Jim’s morally
excellent conduct without understanding of prinegplof heaven and hell and spiritual
gifts.

In conclusion, from the example of Huck and Jimyain within the whole book
shows it does not matter whether we believe in @od go to church regularly or we
worship evil spirits and bad signs, as we do netlta be familiar with Christian doctrines
to distinguish what is good, what is bad and howshweuld behave. All we need to do is to
listen to the voice of our heart. Simply, that werebt have to act well just because of fear
of the fire of hell. That is the reason why Twaaidghs at “virtuous” Christians, organized
religion and “Makes fun of prayer and churchgoing(Leonard, Tenney, and Davis 210).
Simultaneously Twain illustrates a degeneracy afrchh and what happens when people
blindly trust it. Instead of becoming better persahey become worse as the church
disguises and defends such crimes against humasitye institution of slavery is. So

there is no reason to think, “decent” Christiane arorally superior to unbelievers or
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superstitious Negroes. And when they are not motaeous is their endeavour to redeem
and reform others righteous?
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Morals

The morals of people living in Southern partsha tUnited States became another
target of Twains criticism. Charles H. Nichols speaks about theswgple as about wicked
society,“...Where respectable Christians, bred be tlemocratic teachings of the
Constitution, abuse children, shoot their neighboarmindless feuds, rob and cheat those
weaker than themselves, and enslave the black g@ignil(Leonard, Tenney, and Davis
208).

Twain’s Adventures of Huckleberry Fincan be perceived as an answer to the
Southern “myths” about stupid, unfeeling, lazy andrally low Negroes, which both
traduced Negroes and vindicated slavery. It appBaesn wanted to ask the Southerners:
Who are you to judge someone’s intellectual capaditorality, laziness or stability in
family matters? Take a look at yourself. And eveough the book was written in the post-
war period and criticized the pre-war period, itgidsm was still valid as neither the
attitude toward slaves nor the morals of the Soutlre had changed as stated in the
introduction of the thesis. lll-formed morality, teaalism, rapacity, lies, hypocrisy,
selfishness, deformed conscience, laziness andentgs, those are the main features of
the whites he assails.

Firstly, Twain adverts to selfish behaviour of #hpeople. For instance, Pap Finn
acts selfishly when forbidding Huck to go to schadiurch and to live in the widow’s
house. Pap is so jealous and selfish that evengthbe realizes it is advantage to be
educated and it is good for Huck’s future live, ieenot able to accept Huckleberry's
education and perceives it as if Huck is “puttimgairs over his own father” and thinks he
is better than Pap (Twain 28). Does not it resentiideendeavour of the whites to keep
slaves uneducated and submissive?

In the same way, we can mention the selfish belawf the men on the raft in
chapter sixteen. As soon as they discover the nm@mmther raft has smallpox they
escape. Although they feel sorry for crying Huckowk worried about his “father” Jim,
they sail away. In order to save themselves frongpaf conscience, each of them gives
Huck twenty dollars and counsels him to go to aaotbwn and do not tell anyone what is
the matter with his father. Their only aim is to $&fe and what is going to happen to
Huck, his “father” or to people from another tows ot important to them. Another

example of selfishness is the conduct of the kimdythe duke who let Huck and Jim attend
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to them. Moreover in chapter twenty, they wentlézg to the wigwam on the raft and left
Jim and Huck in the storm outside.

Also Tom Sawyer acts selfishly when pretendingiddrying to set Jim free,
although he knows Jim has been already freed bg Miatson. Tom is just playing with
Jim and makes him to do the craziest things ontabse of an amusing adventure. Thus it
is possible to say, Tom is going to be a real Szraér when mature. He does not feel
sympathy for Jim, regards him as obtuse when he day would not be capable of
understanding why he needs to cut his leg off (Tw&i5) and mocks at Nat’s superstition,
even though his own excessive fantasies are muate mdiculous. Also Tom loves
adventurous stories full of chivalry and he is able to use his own brain. He could be an
example of genuine and submissive of inhabitantSotith, perhaps future master of
Negroes, who will accept slavery just because btbaities and “knightly” aristocratic
heroes endorse it. One may say that he is still anghild, but Sanford Pinsker indicates
what such an admiration of chivalry heroes may eausen he claims, “...Romanticism of
the sort behind blood-curling oaths taken by wdwddmembers of Tom Sawyer’s gang is
one thing; when it generates the ongoing feud ef $imepherdsons and Grangerfords,
however, this is another matter altogether” (Bloo®). So prospectively, littte Tom could
one day behave the same way as the Grangerfords, wtidentally, own over one
hundred slaves.

Moreover, even though Tom is Huckleberry’s friehé, behaves very arrogantly
towards Huck as if he was superior to Huck as les#hg. in chapter thirty-five. Simply he
has a tendency to act like a superior master ofyewe. On the other hand, Huck is the
really good person with the heart full of compasdiar others and empathy with Negroes.
He is unselfish as he is willing to sacrifice theng which is the most precious to
Christians-“the trip to heaven after death”, beeanisthe Negro, as well as he is willing to
sacrifice his peace because of the criminals omtleek. Furthermore, Huck treats Jim as
equal, not as a property. Thus he provides thedmn| as well as the non-Southerner
readers of that age, with the example of the egppioach to other human beings, without
regard of their colour of skin or social class. sTté one of the real legacies of the
Adventures of Huckleberry FinlAs Charles H. Nicholas states, it is a book whih
important for Americans because, “ ...It reaffirthe values of their democratic faith, their
celebration of the worthiness of the individualwewer poor, ignorant, or despised; [and]
it gives them a vision of the possibility of loveada harmony in their multiethnic

society’(Leonard, Tenney, and Davis 210). That syvduck should be the example to
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future generations. He listens to Jim, is abledmia Jim is right and is able to demean
himself by begging Jim for pardon as in chapteed&h. And what is more, Huck is able to
use his common sense instead of stupid followiaditions and religious tenets. That is
the reason, why the society does not accept hsopality and tries to civilize him. He is
simply different, and it is obvious that to civéizHuck in fact means forcing him to do the
things he does not like to do and changing his whyhinking. Even Tom, does not
approve of Huck’s “untraditional” way of thinkinghen he says, “Huck, you don't ever
seem to want to do anything that's regular; youtwaie starting something fresh all the
time” (305). Here it seems Tom represents the ticadil Southern society, which is
looking up at the heroes and their lives descriimethe novels of Sir Walter Scott, and
which wants, “To make certain that African-Amerisanould not get the idea they were
on equal footing with the white people...”( Dempd€y come what may. Huck in contrast
to Tom seems to represent the new way of percemfoegroes and interpersonal
relationships.

Contrary to the Southern society, Twain depictedis book unselfish Jim who
embodies the lowest form of being to the Southetndlot only he is a slave, but
moreover, he is ungrateful because he escaped. Husltates it when saying that ...
everybody naturally despises ungrateful nigger, twad [people] would make Jim feel it
all the time, and so ha&l feel ornery and disgraced (271). And still wheewing Jim
objectively, he is not ornery or ungrateful, bug¢ thne of the best characters in the book.
He loves Huck more than his father, does not enwgk-the money he has and wishes the
best for him. In the night Jim let Huck sleep aeeégx watch. Unlike the men on the raft in
chapter sixteen, Jim is willing to sacrifice higeliand also his freedom to save Tom. In
addition he treats well the con men even thoughkrwvs they are bad. It seems Twain
created the character of Jim to show who is morstigerior and to ridicule “virtuous”
Southerners.

Secondly, Twain alludes to the area of the caficiof materialism and rapacity. In
several chapters of the book, he shows what arpl@@bliging to do because of money.
In contrast to the laughable chase for money tappears Huck and Jim again, who do not
yearn for money at the expense of humanity as ao#sgyectable persons of South. For
instance, “virtuous” Miss Watson breaks her promme¢ to sell Jim to slave traders
because she discovers she can receive eight huddtieds if she sells him. As Jim is
scared of being sold south, he escapes and soWks$son loses both the slave and the

money
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Similar is the demeanour of other people withie ttory- the lady from St.
Petersburg, watchman, the king and the duke andrtived on Phelgsfarm, all mentioned
below.

It is amazing, how the lady from St. Petersbuggiis to capture the fugitive slave
Jim in chapter eleven. Even though she knows amgtheither about the living conditions
in which he was kept nor about the circumstancelsi®ofscape, she is resolved to catch
him because of three hundred dollars reward. Sheedéking for information, makes a
strategy to capture him and hides everything fran rreighbours so that she can be the
one who gets the reward for Jim. Paradoxically lsélps Huck, as she supposes he is a
runaway apprentice and assures him of her consahetdeed: “There ain't no harm in it.
You've been treated badly, and you made up youd rcut,” she says (Twain 78). So,
when escapes a property of somebody because akatisent and there is announced a
reward for it, it is completely different case tham escape of a white boy who has been
also treated badly? It seems it is. The questiavhisther it is caused by the differences in
viewing of Negroes and whites or the fact, thatehie no reward for returned apprentice.

Both laughable and lamentable is the immediatéingitess of the watchman to
help other persons in chapter thirteen. When Hutk Am leaves three criminals on the
wreck of the steamboat Walter Scott, Huck decidesalve them. In search for anybody
who can rescue them from death, he discovers thehwan of the boat near some town.
Huck explains him his parents, sister and Miss Hookre trapped in the wreck and
implores watchman to go there and save them. Thehwen would like to go there but
the main thing he is concerned about is who wilf pan for it. He says to Huck, “By
Jackson, I'd LIKE to, and, blame it, | don't knowt b will; but who in the dingnation's a-
going' to PAY for it?” (Twain 96). Luckily, evenlaoy as little as Huck knows people love
money, so he readily uses the information aboutitteman called Hornback and invents
a story Miss Hooker is his niece. This is the fabich would make the watchman to sail
anywhere, even in the darkest night and wildestptsn He does not wait for any
additional details of the story and set sail to teck. Huck is hidden and waits to
ascertain whether the criminals were rescued. Bheasees is watchman trying to find the
corpse of Miss Hooker around the sinking wreck,tlsat he can give it to rich Mr.
Hornback and receive money for it. Neverthelesss iteally amusing to observe the
change in watchman’s approach to the family in éangthen he learns about the kinship
of Miss Hooker and Mr. Hornback. On the other hahd sad the watchman firstly asks

the little boy about money and only then he dectdego and rescue the family. But even
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more regrettable is the fact that the watchman aislyowould not try to rescue the family

if there is no one to pay for it. Clearly, the watan hesitates whether he should save the
family of little boy from death because of moneyn @e contrary, Huck, the little boy
knows, there are criminals on the steamboat nothwescuing as it is their rapacity which
brings them into this dangerous situation, butdedsf sorry for the persons who should be
drowned and so, even though Huck is motivated byem@rd he immediately endeavours
to help them. This is how a good person should \eha

Noticeable criticism of the depravity and rapaafywhite people in Southern areas
of the United States in the first half of ninetdenéentury can be also observed in chapter
forty-two. Here is perfectly demonstrated that gwver of money is stronger than the
power of anger. When the crowd of locals catchesway Jim, the first group of them
immediately determines Jim should be hung as arrdeteto other slaves who would
intend to escape. But the second group of the mes dot want to kill Jim by hanging as
it is aware of the fact that it is a possessiosahebody. In case they kill Jim, they will
have to pay for him and that is much less entartgithan to hang him. Huck appositely
comments on it, “...The people that's always thestnamxious for to hang a nigger that
hain't done just right is always the very ones #ait the most anxious to pay for him
when they've got their satisfaction out of him” diw 360). Clearly, it is very sad the only
circumstance which saves the life of Jim is théndisation of the crowd to pay money to
the owner of killed slave. If they were not obsesa&h money, one of the most virtuous
persons of the book would be dead. Luckily, aceggdio Alan Nadel there existed an
“extralegal code of honor which respected anothleitevman’s property (or the laws of
slavery which protected his investment) ..."(13)dathat is why the crowd in the
Adventures of Huckleberry Firosontrolled its emotions and let Jim live.

The duke and the king represent two of the wiekednembers of society. They
combine almost all kinds of immoral behaviour entated above, but still they are at
higher position of social hierarchy than slavespwiork hard, take care of white children
etc. One of many vices of these con men is alsacigp As the king claims in chapter
twenty, “I'm in, up to the hub, for anything thatilvpay...” And within the whole story of
the Adventures of Huckleberry Finwe can observe it is true. Both of the con men are
ready to deceive everyone and do not have an awetsi the most perfidious and the
ignoblest things. Everything they do is just beeaos money and remorse is unknown
feeling to them. They do not feel embarrassed é&veagh people are angry at them when

they are performing Shakespeare’s plays or the IRdgaesuch, as the disappointment
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and wrath of the spectators are not as importatheém as the money of the spectators.
Besides taking advantage of people’s credulity stagidity, the duke also endangers the
health of many persons when selling a preparati@inagt tartar which removed tartar but
also the enamel of the teeth. But, the real acméheif endeavour begins in chapter
twenty-four when learning about the death of P&f@ks. Pretending they are brothers of
the deceased Peter, the duke and the king feigsatieess, grieve over the coffin and
make the whole city cry and sympathize with thenorédver they simulate love and
understanding for the girls who remained lonelemafhe death of Peter. The impostors
even commence to play with orphafselings when they promise the girls to take them
England while auctioning their inheritance. But thdy target of this attachment and love
to girls is to profit by selling their estate, st@vand to steal the money from them.
However, the most perfidious thing the king anel duke did was to sell Jim back
to slavery. Twain once said, “If you pick up a stag dog and make him prosperous, he
will not bite you. This is the principal differentetween a dog and a manvainquotes
The proof is the behaviour of the king and the dukack and Jim saved their lives,
protected them from lynching, helped them with theicked plans, fed them and
involuntarily ceded their own wigwam to the kingdathe duke and the gratitude to Huck,
for all those things he did for them, was the sHldim, the slave who is true friend of
Huck, kind and warm-hearted person, longing justie family and freedom. The saddest
side of it, is the fact, they have betrayed Huckl dm for the amount of forty dollars.
Moreover as well as the criminals on the steamWdéater Scott, the king and the duke do
not hesitate to try to betray and rob one anotDerthe other hand, the slaves in chapter
fourteen do not envy Jim he is going to be free eadlily help him instead of extorting
him or giving him to their master. It shows the wagople should behave and attests how
treacherous people are. Is this the reason of winitel superiority to Negroes? If Jim had
been as “good” as the con men, he probably wowe baen extorting money from Huck,
would have drown him so that he could not repart th the whites or would have taken
Huck hostage to reach free lands successfullyJBuis not white. He is not able to do the
atrocities because of money. His attitude to maeewther dispassionate. Jim has money
then loses it, and although he is sad he has n@ynd® never wants to take revenge on
the people because of the loss. For instance, Be dot wish to lynch the Negro who
founds a bank in chapter eight, take money fronslalves around and then says his bank

went bankrupt.
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The criticism of materialism and rapacity are ®fbund plentifully in the book.
The desire to have as much money as possible lemregresent in the nineteenth century
as well, as it is in the twenty-first century. #esns it is eternal, imperishable feature of
human character which occurs in all classes ofespcln theAdventures of Huckleberry
Finn, Twain illustrates the bad deeds people do inrotdegain money. When foolishly
trying to obtain it, they disregard the feelingsotfier human beings, as demonstrated for
example on the king and the duke, the watchmamjJiss Watson or so-called aristocracy,
and become much lower creatures than the animajsnat only in terms of cruelty but
also in sophistication of their “maltreatment”. 8anford Pinsker says, “...Slavery was the
most visible manifestation of man’s cruelty to marot just the shackles and beatings, but
also in the systematic way in which the entire peowas reduced to chatted
property”’(Bloom 70). Even Huck with no educationaisle to realize that the conduct of
people chasing for money is not good or righteaussbry low.

Clearly in the Adventures of Huckleberry FinnMark Twain criticizes how
unscrupulous people can be when trying to get mumeey. To rob orphans who have lost
the family of their property, to deceive common plecby performing inferior plays, to
destroy their teeth, all those deeds are repreblensiowever they were committed by the
persons of low birth. But what about the respeetalidge Thatcher? Is he good when he
buys Huck’s money? Harry G. Segal, lecturer in psyagy, thinks he acts like a con man
who is happy to get money of Huck. He claims tH#tomgh [Thatcher] returns Huck’s
money at the end of the novel, there is no suggesti the present passage that [he] wants
to do so (Bloom 35). And what about Miss Watsont®klen promise? Is not she
considered to be decent Christian? How can shayéim’s trust because of money? And
what about the institution of slavery in general@b not Southern “aristocracy” possess
as many slaves as possible to gain more and moneyroy slave work on plantations?
This exploitation took place not only in lower ddsut mainly high class who possessed
slaves on a large scale because of profit. SodasetBomething more acceptable about
slavery than about the swindling common people @uimoney? The former seems
crueller, does it not? And still, the later is three which is denounced by decent Christians.
It is not the Grangerford family, owning over onentdred slaves, who is going to be
lynched in the book. Here Twain again proves tlh&t $o-called aristocracy, virtuous
Christians and the con men of low birth, exhibitnigrly immoral behaviour when

hungering for money. None of them could considsglitto be superior to Huck or Jim.
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Thirdly, another feature of human nature Twairti@@es by satirizing, is laziness
and primitive amusement. He demonstrates it faminse, on the rustics from Arkansas or
the duke and the king. In this passage it is ptesdd observe again, why the Southern
“aristocracy” should not consider itself to be supeto others, because the only thing
which it does not have in common with other peophealth.

In chapter twenty-one, the renowned laziness aftt®&wn areas mingles with the
tedious way of living in the portrayal of “one -rise town” somewhere in Arkansas. The
desire of local people to work, their shrewdness plenitude of amusement is evident all

around the place. Huck describes it vividly:

The stores and houses was most all old, shadkiggd up frame concerns
that hadn't ever been painted... The housesitieddardens around them,
but they didn't seem to raise hardly anythinthem but jimpson-weeds,

and sunflowers, and ash piles, and old curlebagis and shoes, and pieces
of bottles, and rags, and played-out tinware. fEnees was made of
different kinds of boards, nailed on at differéintes; and they leaned every
which way, and had gates that didn't generly Hauweone hinge -- a leather
one. Some of the fences had been white- washed §me or another, but
the duke said it was in Clumbus' time, like erfougAll the stores was
along one street ... There was empty drygoodsdarder the awnings, and
loafers roosting on them all day long, whittlitgem with their Barlow
knives; and chawing tobacco, and gaping and yagvand stretching -- a
mighty ornery lot ... [they] talked lazy and digwand used considerable
many cuss words. There was as many as one leaféng up against every
awning-post, and he most always had his hantsihritches-pockets,
except when he fetched them out to lendaavabf tobacco or scratch
(Twain 177).

Even though, the condition of the buildings, thedgas and the streets in the town is very
bad, as visible the locals do not have anythingaoThey are bored, lounge and wait for
some entertainment. And so they invent the simgdest of amusement, which must have
been considered to be primitive and cruel everéntimes of Twain’s life and should be
totally unacceptable to people in the twenty-fasntury. It is quite stupid to set the dogs

against a breast-feeding sow or to watch dogsifighend laugh at it. But to set dog on fire
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or to let him to run himself to death by tying ansao his tail just for amusement, is
inhumane and has nothing to do with the civilizedisty. Nevertheless when speaking
about civilized society, what the aristocracy useddo when bored in their luxurious
residences and having no need to work in ordeunase? They invented exactly the same
primitive kind of amusement, but they made it nolby adding pedigree horses, dogs and
newest weapons, and called it hunting.

Also the king and the duke could be regarded pesentatives of laziness. After
all, it is very nicely depicted five chapters befdtuck and Jim meet these con men, when
Huck explains to Jim what are the kings obligedioo to gain their wealth: “THEY don't
do nothing. They just set around-- except, mayldeemthere's a war ... But other times
they just lazy around ...” (100). So it is not anoidence that in chapter nineteen two men
occurs who claim they are a king and a duke. Thehlaviour pretty fits into Huck’s
description of royal manners. Instead of endeatouind a job, the king and the duke
lounge all the days and invent the ways how to gaamey without extra exertion. Only in
the times of emergency they are able to do anyitog otherwise, they are so indolent
they even do not want to prepare food for themselliesstead they make Huck and Jim
attend to the needs of them. So their manners aetlg the same as those of true
aristocracy. Furthermore, Twain illustrates all lsucon men need to become
indistinguishable from the aristocracy, apart frammite of talent for acting, is nice clothes

as stated in chapter twenty-four. There Huck says:

| never knowed how clothes could change a bodgreeWhy, before, he
looked like the orneriest old rip that ever wlst now, when he’d take off
his new white beaver and make a bow and do a&eshm looked that grand
and good and pious that you'd say he had wallgit out of the ark, and
maybe was old Leviticus himself’ (Twain 199).

It is necessary to admit that the comparison ist@racy to lazy, impostors and scoundrel
of low birth must have outraged more than the notéet of society.

In brief, Twain’s depiction of a lazy way of lignn Southern areas shows not only
Negroes should be regarded as lazy. The Southeistderacy” has its slaves to serve
them, to work instead of the white people on tp&antations and still it wants the slaves to
work harder, no matter whether the overseers hadéowhips. The common people also

do not exhibit inclination to do some work. Theyreveised to hire slaves to do the hard
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work and were so proud they would rather “Let therkwgo undone than to embarrass
themselves by doing 'nigger' work” (Dempsey 10)tl8@e is another reason for common

white people and “aristocracy” to stop believingyttare somehow better than Negroes.
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Mob and Lynching

The last target of Twain’s criticism was the denma of a mob. He strictly
condemns its cowardice as well as its false powiginating in quantity, the fondness for
lynching, the cruelty and the deeds mobs are resplenfor. Since Twain used to live in
Missouri and was aware of Southern character ofenien, he knew well how a mob, no
matter if originating from religious assembly oorin onlookers in the streets, behaves. The
lynching which is connected with it was a commouoplan these parts of the country.
Moreover, while working on th@&dventures of Huckleberry Finthe Ku Klux Klan had
already done its most brutal deeds and discontitiveid activity for a time. Its existence
could not help Twain to better his opinion on aigesand a courage of a mob. And so
Twain’s negative attitude to it and to the massegeneral, is visible every time mob they
appear in the book.

The most obvious criticism of a mob occurs in ¢eapventy-one and twenty-two,
when Colonel Sherburn, in order to maintain hisdquwwnshoots Boggs. There is described
the whole process of inception of lynching, whishvery “complicated” and “many times
pondered” as Huck supports when saying, “Well, g by somebody said Sherburn ought
to be lynched. In about a minute everybody wasngpiti so away they went, mad and
yelling, and snatching down every clothes-line tkeyne to do the hanging with”(Twain
184). It is so simple to make people follow somgb®diecision. However the mob’s
determination and bravery end as soon as Color&b8m shows he is not afraid. When
Sherburn comes on the roof with a gun and stanel® tsteely, looking in everyone’s of
the mob eyes, the uproar in the garden turns itioyssilence. Sherburn derides people
and pronounces them all cowards. Steski believes that although Colonel Sherbourn is
an unlovable character of the book, it is Twain wdpeaks directly though him and
considers Sherbourn to be “the interpreter” of Tigiopinions on the mob (168). The
speech Sherbourn gives, criticizes not only the ardige of people but also their
villainous nature, as they do not hesitate to lypobr lonely woman, who has nobody to
protect her. He claims, “...The pitifulest thingt@ia mob; that's what an army is -- a mob;
they don't fight with courage that's born in thest with courage that's borrowed from
their mass, and from their officers” (Twain 186ndAthe truth is that it is hard to imagine
just two or three men going to kill someone by haggThis is the “speciality” of the
masses.

The above mentioned fondness for lynching whictueg in the Southern United

States is perceptible also in other chapters. Rstance in Wilks episode, when the real
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brothers of deceased Peter Wilks arrive, nobodiocdls knows who out of those four
people is the impostor. However after short intgateon of the men, everyone is confident
that the best way to resolve the problem is toliytihem. People are not patient enough to
wait for logical clarification. Moreover the lynaig is much faster, easier and entertaining
solution than to consider all statements and prddie eagerness for lynching is perfectly
visible during the whole investigation. Finally ohapter thirty-three the mob gets its
chance to lynch and Twains demonstrates one offaweurite techniques, already
mentioned several times in the book, which comprisk ridding the rail, tarring and
feathering.

In conclusion, Sanford Pinsker claims that Huck&lep Finn “... Is the satiric lens
through which we see the world's endless capagitgruelty (Bloom 71)” It is possible to
observe it in the Grangerfords chapters, the chasieout Pap Finn and many others, but
it is the most obvious in those, where the mobeapicted. From many examples of its
behaviour when lynching, it is easy to see that itot only justice what leads people to do
the deed, but mainly their inclination to crueltydavindictiveness. People do not want to
apprehend the criminals and let the court to puttisim, instead they are looking forward
to the vicious punishment of their own, the sodherbetter. Moreover, in many cases e.g.
in chapter twenty-three, the people are trying tgontain their honour when humiliated and
offended by such rapscallions as the king and the ére. There we can observe certain
similarity with the “logic” of the “aristocratic’duds. The Southern “aristocracy” also acts
very cruelly when slandered and instead of ratianalt least just settlement of the alleged
insult, their reaction is rash, instinctive andeofexaggerated. In proof of it, there could be
mentioned that in truth, the Grangerford- Shephmrdgerce conflict is based on the true
feud of two families, the Darnells from Tennesseéd the Watsons from Kentucky which
purportedly lasted for almost sixty years. Wher¢hes difference then between the cruel
behaviour of these pseudo-aristocratic families @withary people? Even though the form
of revenge is different, the way so-called arishogracts does not differ so extensively.
Maybe, only the reasons of “aristocratic” confliciee sometimes more senseless than
those of people who were robbed of their money.

But on the other hand, is the reason for killihg Negroes by hanging by mob just
because of their colour of skin, which took plafterathe Civil war more meaningful? In
addition, although it may seem only the common peop low birth participated in such
lynches, it is possible to discover the oppositieus. Also the “aristocracy” indirectly took

part in lynching, but of course in more genteel wiaythe American South in the pre-war
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period, there was a rumour the slaves are planaingvolt against their masters on the
fourth of July, 1835. In order to avoid it, the called gentlemen, via their loyal servants
killed by hanging eight white adherent of aboliism and countless number of slaves,
everything in accordance with the regulations oiclying ( Stawiski 11). And is there a
difference between the situation when a personggaates in lynching and helps to kill
somebody and between this “aristocratic” purity,ewha person does not participate in

lynching, just gives an order to it?
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Conclusion

In brief, theAdventures of Huckleberry Fins a book which had the courage to
assail the arrogant belief of white Southernerthair superiority to Negroes, to show self-
styled aristocracy there is not a big differenceMeen its demeanour and the conduct of
people of low class, and to point to the fact,uimeious Christians are not always as moral
as they think of themselves; all those things @ pleriod when the South still maintained
its pre-war order and morals. It was the periodenvit was unacceptable for the Southern
whitesto let their Negroes live an ordinary, peaceful agdal life. | believe it was one of
the reasons why the book was written. The institubf slavery was abolished and the
Negroes were supposed to become equal citizee @authHowever it did not happen.
Instead the whites found the way to circumvent Megrrights and later established
“separate but equal”’ society. And so Mark Twain Ighied the book where the Negro is
morally excellent human being and where the hersgkHFinn decides to go against the
flow and help a friendly, kind-hearted and lovirgrgon-Jim. Furthermore, to make people
think about their behaviour Twain shows their flaargd hypocrisy in contrast with the
moral conduct of Jim and Huck. The aim was to showhe whites they are not better
persons than the Negroes. In addition, in thedaapters of th@&dventures of Huckleberry
Finn, where Tom degrades and frees already free Jinainfveflects the post-war play
with the freedom and the rights of the Negroes,ctlaccurred in the South. Here Tom
represents the Southerners as he does not perligivas an adult and feeling man, and
totally destroys Jim’s self-esteem when playinghwitm without regard to his feelings as
with a stupid submissive puppet. In the book, Jaimg his freedom for a moment and then
he loses it because of Tom’s tricks. However atethé he discovers that in fact, he had
been free all the time. Similarly in reality, the@foes of the South became free, later they
practically lost their freedom again after the Restouction era, even though theoretically
they had been free all the time. Only now whenehsrno Jim Crow etc. are Afro-
Americans really free.

The legacy of equality of all human beings pergattee whole book. From the
examples of Southern “aristocracy”, the institutioh slavery, religion, morals and
lynching, it is easy to observe certain similagtia immoral behaviour of high and low
classes, no matter whether “devout” or not, whiepresent the superior part of the
Southern society. “Aristocracy”, regarded as “thesstbof Old South’s society”, is lazy,

pretends to be godly but kills other people as aglthe lowest criminals on the steamboat
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do and exploits slaves, who are the main souraés ahoney. Common people desire to
become part of the so-called aristocracy, withaubvking how much they resemble it.
They are as amoral as these aristocrats. Lazirsdshness, inhumane treating of
Negroes, lynching, hypocrisy, violence and crugltg nothing unfamiliar to them. The
devout believe they behave virtuously, but in thety are not able, or rather willing to see
there is something wrong with the slavery and sowbrst crimes are committed with the
“consent of God”. The racist belief in the intetig&l and moral supremacy of the whites is
the same fallacious myth as those the whites fatentabout the Negroes. The myths of
alleged stupidity, immorality, laziness and “insligypin family and sexual matters” of the
Negroes were present in Southern literature anchmags. Also the religion supported the
inferior position of the Negroes by its proofs bétcurse of this race which could be found
in the Bible. But the truth is, those myths abohé tNegroes served mainly as a
hypocritical justification for mistreatment of tidegroes. Thus to whip the Negroes, who
do not feel pain so intensively as the whites,as eruel as well as selling their children
away, because they lack family relation etc.

On the other hand, Huck, Jim and other Negrogbeftory represent the inferior
part of the Southern society which fails to megureements of its “civilized” and morally
superior members. Here Twain demonstrates thegrionity is just “artificially” induced
by the distorted principles of this society. Fostance, according to these principles a
person is regarded as spoilt and bad when he ohelps a slave to escape. But from the
human point of view it is a good deed to enable &urbeing to live free. And so Huck
violates the rules of his society but simultanepus shows the reader the way people
should treat others, regardless of their colouthefskin and what the rest of the society
think about it.

Here it is convenient to touch the problem of thasses and crowd mentioned in
the final chapter of the thesis. In tAdventures of Huckleberry Finthe masses represent
the evil and the individual represents the goody\ighonly Huck able to help the Negro?
Is it because he is kind-hearted? However, aréJnote Silas and Aunt Sally Phelps or the
Grangerfords also kind-hearted people? One of éhenain reasons why Huck helps Jim
and treats him as equal person, is that Huck wasised to live in accordance with the
rules of civilized society and therefore, he doesaare what the people think about him.
When he decides to help Jim he says, “ People wealldne a low-down Abolitionist and
despise me for keeping mum-but that don’t make ifferdnce”(Twain 57). As Huck is

free boy who has decided to escape from the catibn and who does not need it because
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he is able to live just on his own, he acts in adaonce with his common sense and could
not care less about the opinions of others. Sinkblgk acts on an individual basis.
Similarly, Jim and other slaves do not care so mabbut the principles of civilized
society or Christianity and so they distinguish djomom evil only from their own
experience and the voice of their hearts. On theerothand, all those Christians,
“aristocrats” and common Southerners behave aacogtdithe principles and requirements
of their social class or the religious group theyobg to. They care so much about what
others think about them that they act in complianitk the opinions of their surroundings.
Therefore, if e.g. a religious group considers afgwo be just institution, the rest of its
members would probably also think so. The “arisatglr kill each other to demonstrate
their chivalry and bravery, people beat slaves bsedhe rest of the city do the same and
so it cannot be regarded as reprehensible etolldws that the evil of civilized society
depicted in theAdventures of Huckleberry Finoriginates mainly from the masses and
their endeavour to comply with the requirementshaiir social class or religious group.

Moreover it is also the cruelty which is connecteth masses of people. The
quantity, similarly as in the case of the lynchirgwd in the final chapter of the thesis,
provides people with the feeling they are right atidpowerful. With the support and
consent of thousands of people it is not diffi@ilall to beat or kill somebody else.

In a similar way, within the whole book it is pdss to contrast Huck’'s and Jim’s
good-natured and sincere demeanour with the vidi@iaviour full of pretensions of the
superior Southerners. To each example of bad deeldanacter of those people influenced
by their surroundings it is easy to find its googgposite embodied by two individual
beings-Huck and Jim.

In conclusion, Twain shows there is no reasonttier whites, no matter whether
devoted Christians or “aristocracy” to believe treg superior to slaves, people of low
birth or to the people who are not Christians. ®hky thing which makes people different
is their good or evil heart, however the main aspedich influence their behaviour are
the surroundings they live in and the way of thgbringing. However, the Southerners
are not shining example of intelligent, moral, ogriand loving persons who have to
“protect” their Negroes from evil, and bad pers@mesn hell, rather they are spoilt by their
chase for money, heaven and “lost” honour.
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SUMMARY IN CZECH

Cilem této prace je ukazat, Ze kniha Dobrodruastidkleberryho Finna neni ani
rasisticka, ani nezesi#iuje kulturu a mentalitu afroaméani. Praw naopak. Na
nésledujicich strankach bude moji snahou potveding z mnoha poselstvi této knihy a to,
Ze zde neniidrod aby se bili obyvatelé jihu Spojenych &@merickych povazovali za
moralre ¢i intelektualré nadazen&ernochiim, aby se feg’ané citili ctnostjSi nezli
vyznavai jiné viry ¢i newfici, ¢i aby se samozvana aristokracie povazovala zawrst
nadazenou prostému lidu.

Cela prace je roztena do gkolika casti. Prvnitast se zabyva Zivotem Marka
Twaina, na kterém je ukazan autopostupny vyvoj od déte povazujiciho otroctvi za jev
zcela pirozeny, es mladého hocha pracujici pro tisk hemzici sstielsymi texty, az po
dosglého muze, ktery ki existenci otroctvi citi v§itky svedomi. Druh&4st se snazi
demonstrovat opra¥nost Twainovy kritiky, reflektujicéasto realné postavy, situace a
piibéhy z Twainova Zivota. feti ¢asti, ktera sednuje otazce aristokracie a st
popisuje rodiny zachycené v Dobrodruzstvi Hucklgffer Finna, z&ina samotné
srovnavani chovani ,n&alzenych“jedint spol€nosti a &ch, ktgi jsou na samém driéto
hierarchie. DalS¢asti této prace ukazuji nelidskost otroctvi a néepmost podadného
vnimani otroki, rizné myty ocernosich, usnaujici bélocham popirani lidskosti otrak
naboZenstvi, jeho roli v otrokeké spolénosti a ndboZzenské pokrytectvi. Vigdi Sesta
¢ast se zabyva moralkou spitesti a na fikladech srovnava chovani Hucka a otroka
Jima s chovanim ostatnich, sp@esky nathzenych postavifib¢hu. Poslednéast
pojednava o dalSim z projgkrutosti bilych obyvatel jihu-lyovani. Za¥r pouze
potvrzuje fakt, Ze sednSi nechovaji podle toho jak kazi, ze i pobozué lisou zkazeni, Zze
chovani aristokracie se nijak neliSi od chovangiciz vrstev, a Ze otroci jsou lidé stejn
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tak jako [&losi. Jedin&im se od sebe lidé liSi je dobrota a schopnostoguwvazovat.



